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September 2021 NEWSLETTER
President’s Message
Brian McGinley, LCBA President
When will it rain! It may seem strange to hear a beekeeper praying
for rain in early September, but this summer has been especially
hot and dry, which can create challenges for bees and beekeepers.
For me, this persistent dry weather reduced the me I could devote
to monitoring and caring for my hives, par cularly during the peak
nectar ﬂow. The results were reduced honey harvest and a couple
of hives that may not make it through the winter. Hopefully, others
had be er success than me this year.
For the bees, I am thinking the hot and dry condi ons this spring
and summer may have shortened and reduced the ﬂowering sea‐
son for important food crops like blackberry. A Silviculturist (the
growing and cul va on of trees) friend conﬁrmed this concern by
showing me a graph of this year’s solar radia on and temperatures
compared to long term averages. Draught and persistent high tem‐
peratures will cause plants like blackberry to abort ﬂowers in the
cluster and decrease development me for remaining ﬂowers.
Consequences of this are less nectar and a shorter season for bees
to gather it.
Addi onally, the persistent smoky haze caused by numerous large
wildﬁres in the northwest can interfere with the naviga on of for‐
aging bees. Some coun es have been more impacted by this smoke
than others, and condi ons don’t seem to be as bad in Lane county
compared to last year. I deﬁnitely encourage everyone to feed their
bees this fall in case they have been chewing into their honey
stores on smoky days.
In closing, I was glad to see the con nuance of the Oregon State
Fair this year despite the resurgence of COVID and I appreciate all
beekeepers who volunteered to staﬀ the OSBA informa on booth.
I also hope our Lane County club can gather together soon in the
near future. Un l then, we’ll see each other later this month on the
screen. Think rain!

GENERAL MEETING
Via ZOOM
September 21, 2021
General Mee ng
Topic:
Allergies & Bee S ngs
Speaker:
Dr. Jason Friesen,
Oregon Allergy Associates
Via Zoom
Program starts at 6:30 pm
See page 2 for mee ng details.
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Upcoming Events & Announcements
October 22th‐24th ‐ OSBA 2021 Fall Conference
Loca on: Florence, Oregon
Save this date. The conference will be in person and online. Informa on on pages 10-12.

Visit their website for complete informa on.
h ps://orsba.org/

At our September mee ng, Dr. Jason Friesen with Oregon
Allergy Associates in Eugene will give a presenta on on
“Allergies & Bee S ngs”. If you have not heard him speak
you will want to be sure to a end. It’s also a good refresher for those of us who have heard him before.
We will have a Q&A session a er Dr. Friesen’s talk. Bring
your ques ons! No early mee ng this month.

OSU Pollen Study
OSU is looking for volunteers to collect pollen for
their nutri on research grant. Dr. Ramesh Sagili and
Dr. Priya Chakrabar will be collabora ng on this project. The collec ons will start next year.
Please read Dr. Dewey Caron’s ar cle, page 10, which
is all about this new project and Dr. Chakrabar ’s new
posi on.
We wish Priya all the best in her new posi on at Mississippi State University! She is a presenter this year
at the Oregon State Beekeepers Conference.

Tenta ve Upcoming Mee ng Topics
Oct

Oxalic Acid
Speaker: Heike Williams, OSU Honeybee
Biological Assistant
Reducing Our Fall Colony Losses
Speaker: Dr. Dewey Caron, OSU Aﬃliate
Professor, Dept. of Hor culture
Nov TBD
Speaker: Morris Ostrofsky, LCBA
Oregon Master Beekeeper
Dec

September Virtual Mee ng

No Mee ng

If you have any requests or ideas for mee ng topics for
next year contact Fonta at www.wildeverlas ng.com.

Honey Dona ons
If you get any extra honey this year
a er extrac ng and would like to
share with LCBA please contact
Katharine Hunt. Proceeds beneﬁt the
Honey Bee Research at OSU and other
educa onal programs.
Katharine: keehhunt@gmail.com

We were hoping for an in-person mee ng, but that is not
happening yet. Next month we will meet via zoom as our
speakers live out of our area. We hope to begin 2022 with
mee ngs at Trinity United Church again.
Date: Tuesday, September 21, 2021
Announcements & General Mee ng: 6:30pm
Log in a few minutes early.
Join Zoom Mee ng by clicking on link below:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/89159918057?
pwd=KzlVbWNjQjZBR2FvYXNRbkFxcUlFUT09
Mee ng ID: 891 5991 8057
Passcode: 020220
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,89159918057#,,,,*020220# US (San Jose)
Dial by your loca on
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Mee ng ID: 891 5991 8057
Passcode: 020220
Find your local number:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/u/kHshEOS9D
Download the ZOOM program at h ps://zoom.us/.
Click “Sign up it’s Free”.
If you have any ques ons contact Nancy at:
nancy.ograin@gmail.com or 541-935-7065.

September Must Do’s
Check out Chuck’s “Beekeeping Tips” for this month. It’s so
important to make sure your hives have food and that you
are monitoring for varroa mites and trea ng if necessary.
Get those entrance reducers in too.
Mite Treatments: Tools for Varroa Management has all the
informa on you need with how to videos for all our new
beekeepers.
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Beekeepers Strong

PRIDE IN BEING A MEMBER OF THIS CLUB!

by Pam Leavi , LCBA Board Member

A call came to LCBA from a gentleman who had recognized his
limited knowledge of maintaining a hive. He had one Langstroth Hive of bees set up in his backyard. He was looking for a
means to give these bees a good home and a chance to overwinter. Several op ons were discussed and the result was his
desire to donate them. The work Steve Strain is doing with the Elmira School District’s “Growing a Future” program was a
possible solu on to his situa on. (See the ar cle in last month’s August newsle er).
When Steve was contacted, he explained the current set-up at the farm site had two hives and adding a third would require a reconﬁgura on of the apiary area. This might have been the end of the story, however, then Steve oﬀered to pick
up the hive, take it to his own home, care for them through the coming winter and address the addi on to the program in
the spring.
Very quickly the transfer was made. They discussed the exis ng program at the school and the weekly high school science
class on beekeeping being put together. The gentleman who donated the hive is very interested in learning more and being involved. He is eager to assist Steve with this project for the new school year and he will be learning from Steve who is
in the Master Beekeeper Journey Program. Perhaps he will be conﬁdent in his knowledge to return to beekeeping in the
future.
We achieved a win-win with this call to LCBA.

Welcome New Members
John Cli on
Linda Johnson
Kevin Mahone
Genee Tennent
Joanne Walch
Melissa Hart
& Jonathan Smith

Be a Part of the LCBA Leadership!
Looking for new faces, fresh ideas, and new perspec ves!
Elec ons for the 2022 LCBA Oﬃcers and Directors will take
place in November. This is an opportunity for you to take a
leadership role in your club. Par cipa ng as an oﬃcer or
board member gives you a chance to help ensure that our
club has great educa onal mee ngs, and con nues to grow
and educate the public on the importance of bees.
Posi ons available: president, vice president, secretary,
treasurer and board members. We can have up to ﬁve board
members. The board has approximately four mee ngs per
year or as needed. Please consider running for a posi on.
This is a great way to become more involved in our associaon and to get to know our members. It can also be a lot of
fun!
Contact one of the members below members below if you
would like more informa on or are interested in running for
an oﬃce.
Katharine Hunt
keehhunt@gmail.com
541-607-0106
Pam Leavi
pamseaver2000@yahoo.com 541-344-4228
Nancy Ograin
nancy.ograin@gmail.com
541-935-7065

Elkton
Springﬁeld
Eugene
Marcola
Leaburg
Eugene

Du es of the Oﬃcers & Directors
President: The president shall be the principal execu ve
oﬃcer of the associa on and shall preside at all the
mee ngs of the members and of the board of directors.
Du es include wri ng a monthly ar cle for the LCBA
newsle er.
Vice‐President: In the absent of the president, the vicepresident shall perform the du es of the president and
also any other du es as may be assigned by the president or the board of directors. Maintain the inventory of
property belonging to the associa on.
Secretary: The secretary shall keep the minutes of the
mee ng of the members and of the board of directors
and also perform any other du es as may be assigned by
the president or by the board of directors.
Treasurer: The treasurer shall have charge and custody
of and be responsible for all funds of the associa on,
make payments for debts incurred by the associa on,
and produce an annual budget to be approved by the
board. Also perform any other du es as may be as assigned by the president or by the board of directors.
Directors: Directors shall a end board mee ngs and act
on behalf of the membership in all ma ers before the
board.
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I was fortunate to be able to help out at the Oregon State Fair last
month. Honey bees are amazing, mesmerizing and intriguing.
by Amy Sierzega, LCBA Member
When did your fascina on in bees spur you into ac on, promp ng
you to explore the art of beekeeping? Some of us were introduced to beekeeping a er wandering into an educa onal display such as the one sponsored by the Oregon State Beekeepers Associa on (OSBA) at the Oregon State Fair.

Oregon State Fair

The OSBA is dedicated to the well-being of honey bees including providing educa on to the general public. Bonnie King,
Chair of OSBA Events Commi ee, coordinates and facilitates the annual display at the Fair - a Herculean eﬀort as she creates the displays and solicits exhibits. Bonnie then recruits beekeepers statewide to host the booth daily. Hosts answer
ques ons from fair-goers eager to learn about bees, beekeeping or the health of Oregon’s honeybee popula on.
The booth is a popular stop, with colorful displays, extensive literature and pollinator- friendly foliage. Exhibits of honey
and wax products connect the booth to the spirit and history of agriculture fairs, which began as a way to share the bounty of our state with other Oregonians. But the most popular draw in the booth is the observa on hive where young & old
clamor to seek out the Queen.
OSBA needs you in this bee-friendly event next year. Any level of beekeeping experience means you possess the qualiﬁcaons necessary to serve as a booth host. Your customers are curious and eager and you love talking bees - a perfect
match!

Thank You LCBA Member Fair Volunteers!!

Bonnie King

Photos courtesy
of Bonnie King.

The fair went really well, especially considering the short no ce and COVID risk. We
did squeak by with enough volunteers,
though many shi s were run by just one person and a few people handled 2 or 3 shi s.
Everyone had a good me while they were
there. We were in a new building with The
Bee Atlas group and the Oregon Bee Project
whose displays were fantas c. There were
encouraging discussions about pollina on
and the diﬀerences between honeybees and
other bees. A endance was good and we
had a lot of great conversa ons with "future
beekeepers" as well as veterans from the industry.
Bonnie King

Honey Entries
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September is Na onal Honey Month
September is Na onal Honey Month, the perfect me to celebrate honey bees for all they do to
provide color and ﬂavor to our diets, but we’re not just talking about the liquid gold of their
namesake. In fact, Na onal Honey Month is just as much about honey bees as it is the honey
they make.
The Na onal Honey Board (NHB) has always recognized the importance of honey bees and the beneﬁts of honey, so in
1989, the NHB worked with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to give honey the praise that it’s due and thus September
was oﬃcially deemed Na onal Honey Month. Why September? Simply, it is the month when the majority of honey is harvested in the United States.
If you are new to our blog, this year we launched a tasty new blog and recipe series with nutri on and ﬁtness expert
Mitzi Dulan, RD, CSSD, America’s Nutri on Expert®, that focuses on whole food nutri on while highligh ng honey beepollinated ingredients. Featuring everything from fruit + nut bars and granola to fresh salads and ﬂatbread, these recipes
have showcased how honey bees pollinate ingredients spanning your en re menu, from morning un l night. Up this week
is a nu y twist on a breakfast classic – Macadamia Nut + Coconut Pancakes with Honey!
While recognized for the fruits and vegetables that they pollinate, many may not know that honey bees are also responsible for pollina ng a variety of nuts, including the almonds that provide the milk and ﬂour for these pancakes and the macadamia nuts that top it. Not to men on they beneﬁt the coconuts used throughout!

Na onal Honey Board
*Note: Although coconuts are wind pollinated, honeybees will visit & increase produc on. Editor

Macadamia Nut + Coconut Pancakes with Honey
Ingredients:
x 1 cup - almond ﬂour
x 2 large - eggs
x 2 T - honey
x 2 T - olive oil
x 1 tsp. - baking powder
x 1/3 cup - coconut, shredded and unsweetened
x 1 tsp. - vanilla
x 2 T - almond milk
x 2 T - bu er
Toppings:
x 1/4 cup - macadamia nuts, chopped
x 2 T - coconut, shredded and unsweetened
x Honey
Direc ons:
S r together the ﬂour, eggs, honey, olive oil, baking
powder, 1/3 cup coconut, vanilla and almond milk.
Heat a skillet to medium-low heat and add bu er. Add
about 1/4 cup of ba er per pancake. Once the pancake
has bubbles forming and has ﬁrmed up a bit on the
bo om, ﬂip. Usually about 3 minutes on the ﬁrst side
and 2-3 minutes on the other side.
Add toppings, as desired.
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August general mee ng presenta on was “What are my Bees doing
in August?” presented by Andony Melathopoulos, OSU Assistant
by Paula Sablosky, LCBA Secretary Professor, Pollinator Health Extension. You can view this presentaon on YouTube. Contact Nancy Ograin for link.

August Mee ng Highlights

Andony Melathopouos ﬁrst talked about the Oregon State University Extension Service Master Meli ologist
program. This is a na ve bee iden ﬁca on program. Andony’s "PolliNa on” podcast Episode 137, states
that “if we want to understand what is happening with bees, we have to be a lot more speciﬁc.” Andony said
this is what the Meli ologist program is all about. We need basic maps of where species live in rela on to
habitats and ecoregions. All the informa on the volunteers gather is placed into the Oregon Bee Atlas”.
Andony is raising funds for this program by selling bee T-Shirts.
What are my Bees doing in August? By August your bees are ge ng old. The popula on from spring is winding down and
brood rearing will end soon. A hive with less than eight frames of bees will not do well in the winter season. This is the
me to combine weak hives. This year, due to the lack of rain, the nectar dearth was earlier. Mid- August is the usual me
to start feeding your bees syrup, but Andony said that he started in early August. He recommends as soon as you take
your honey supers oﬀ to start feeding your hives sugar syrup (1:1 sucrose syrup to water). The minimum winter honey
supply should be 50 pounds (eight frames of honey). The bees take the syrup and cure it into the comb and if there is
enough honey, there will be no need to put sugar boards on during the winter. In his opinion is sugar boards are not necessary to absorb moisture that occur within hives during the winter. Place an augur hole in the top box for the moisture to
escape. You can also place insula on boards under the hive roof so that moisture does not condense back on to the bees.
Andony said he has had lots of success overwintering his hives in Styrofoam ﬁve frame nucleus containers with auger
holes. For further informa on about this technique see the extension publica on: Overwintered Honey Bee Nucleus Colonies: Big Solu ons in Small Packages authored by R. Sagili, C. Breece, H. Vanderpool and K.Torgerson.
Pollen is s ll available to the bees in August. When the sources dry up, there will be no sources of pollen un l the willow
trees in March*. The bees need pollen to make fat winter bees as well as storing supplies to get through the winter.
Based on a study done in 1936, if there are s i x frames of stored pollen within the hive, there may be as much as 20,000
more bees in the spring. There is no hard evidence that feeding protein pa es in the fall will help the hives, although in a
very dry year like this one, it may help. Pollen contains sterols (compounds that help bees grow through various life stages) as well as a s mulant for feeding brood. A study that was done by Andony in 2004 showed when there is 40% pollen in
a pa y, the bees will consume it faster than if the pa y only had 10% pollen.
Research is also being done on understory plan ng of forage for pollinators beneath the new orchards of hazelnuts. Andony has been working with weed science hor culturist, Marc elo More . They are researching what pollina on plants
can work really well in caked dried out soil. Andony is also working with range and livestock scien sts on grazing pa erns
and plants that will last into August a er being heavily grazed. This year’s experiments suﬀered from a lack of water and
didn't work out. Andony is working on developing diﬀerent seed mixes. Hubam Sweet Clover might be a choice plant. It
has a deep taproot and keeps blooming whether it’s hot or not. Early research is showing that early seeding works best. A
new seed mixture is being worked on and it contains Hubam sweet clover, phacelia, vetch and SAP Flower (which is in the
thistle family). This combina on has deep taproots and can muscle thru the hot weather also. (Ken Ograin bought his Hubam Sweet Clover seeds from Amazon. He stated that it blooms quite well.)
Varroa in August - A er the honey supers are pulled, do a varroa monitor check and check all the hives within an apiary.
The best way to truly know how many mites there are is with an alcohol wash. Andony feels that the alcohol wash is
more humane method than dus ng the girls with sugar (sugar shake). S cky boards can give an accurate read. Oxalic acid
is the mite treatment in the winter. Treatments for varroa in the fall include formic acid, apivar, apiguard and api var life.
Use the correct amount of Apivar strips and remove a er 42 days. Formic acid has a 85°F upper temperature restric on.
This is a hot summer so be aware! Formic acid can seriously harm brood and maybe the queen if the temperatures are
too hot. The upper entrance needs to be opened, so if there is robbing going on, this treament could be a problem.
ApiGuard-a thymol product, temperature restric ons are 59°-105°. Italian research has found that placing a shim (2 ½
inches) above the ApiGuard packets at the top of the hive is very beneﬁcial. Api Life Var is a thymol and essen al oils
product and has an 85° upper temperature restric on. A study from almost 20 years ago that was done over a ten year
period in Louisiana, reﬂected that the mite popula on grew faster in cooler (below 95°F) and humid summers.
con nued on page 7
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highlights con nued Winter will be determined by August. Feed your colonies and check for mites. Andony’s ps for
August are avoid wintering small colonies (l ess than 8 frames ). Start feeding (you will need eight or more frames of honey in the colony to get thru winter). All colonies should have an upper entrance to control moisture and provide insulaon under the lid. Colonies may have trouble growing without a good August pollen ﬂow. Keep Varroa low into August,
but pay a en on to treatment upper temperature.

Ques on: Do we need to feed protein pa es in the fall?
Andony said that there is no literature to support this prac ce. If the bees do eat them then you must keep feeding
pa es. If the hive is fed protein, then the bees will make brood and the protein must be supplied to successfully rear that
brood. The professor advocated that the protein pa es have at least 15% pollen in the pa es. Opinions within the audience diﬀered on that opinion. One member, Polly stated that plan ngs around your apiary would provide natural pollen
and nectar that the bees need in the fall. Further research on fall blooming plants that will provide components is in the
future. In Canada, brood rearing stops when there is a killing frost. Here in the Willame e Valley-the obvious clue is
missing. There is a nectar dearth, but the bees are s ll making brood.
*Note: Here in the Southern Willame e Valley the many ﬁlbert orchards provide pollen in January and February if the
weather permits the bees to ﬂy. Editor

T-shirts available to suppor ng
the Oregon Bee Atlas. Your
contribu on will go directly
towards iden fying bees.
Close-up. Flower is very
ny! The niest na ve bees
visit this ﬂower along with
other na ve bees, including
bumble bees and honey
bees.

Ken Ograin’s Hubam Sweet Clover patch.

h ps://
www.bonﬁre.com/store/
oregon-bee-atlas/

Oregon Master Beekeeping Program
LCBA’s early August mee ng was presented by Jen Larsen, Program Coordinator for the Oregon
Master Beekeeper (OMB) program. LCBA member, Rita Ostrofsky, assists Jen with the program. Jen also works in the OSU Honey Bee lab with Dr. Ramish Sagili and is also the coordinator for the Oregon Bee Atlas Master Meli ologist program. The Meli ologist program is a collec on of honey bee and na ve bee species.
Jen talked about the diﬀerent levels of the program and some of the new things that will be
going on. The OMB program began in 2012 and is a collabora ve eﬀort between Oregon State University and the Oregon
State Beekeepers Associa on to promote the health of honey bee colonies. The target audience is backyard beekeepers,
the hobbyists. They are also located in Idaho and Washington State. Except for the staﬀ, it is completely run by volunteers. Jen has been with the program for ﬁve years.
There are three main levels of cer ﬁca on; appren ce, journey and master. There is also a “Ge ng Started” program,
“Mentoring for OMB” program and “Challenge” program.
con nued on page 9
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highlights con nued

Appren ce: The appren ce level is meant for beginners who own a colony and are just ge ng
started or have one or two years of beekeeping bees and want more input. This level provides them with a solid foundaonal educa on with course work, exams, ﬁeld work and working with a mentor.
The course work is online, eight modules taught by Carolyn Breece, OSU Honey Bee lab. There are monthly discussion forums where students can ask ques ons and also watch virtual instruc onal videos.
Journey and Master: These two levels are more self-paced. You study advance beekeeping topics, do community service
and you can tailor your program to ﬁt your interest in beekeeping through proﬁciencies you develop and research projects.
Ge ng Started With Bees: This program was started two years ago due to the very long wai ng list for the appren ce
program. Right now there are 551 people on the wai ng list for the program next year. There are not enough mentors to
accommodate all the people on the list, so the ‘Ge ng Started’ program started for those who have no experience with
bees, but you want to learn about bees. You take the online classes and pass the exam in a certain period of me, you
can then put your name on the appren ce list if you want to con nue on. You will then be moved up to the top of that
list and will con nue on with the ﬁeld work working with a mentor for the next year.
There are a lot of people in the program who just want to learn about bees and not have a colony. This program oﬀers
them an avenue to par cipate in the program and earn a cer ﬁcate of achievement. Its’ the same online course as the
appren ce level.
Enrollment Timeline: Applica ons for the Appren ce level and ‘Ge ng Started’ program for 2022 will be sent out October 1st. If interested put your name on the wai ng list. Everyone in the ‘Ge ng Started’ will be accepted then you can
move onto the appren ce program.
Mentoring for OMB – Jen is Looking for mentors to join their program. If you are interested working with beginning beekeepers and want to share your knowledge this is the way to do it, become a mentor with their program. There is standardized and scien ﬁc informa on they would like you to teach, but the way you mentor or the style you teach is completely up to you. If interested they ask that you have gone through the appren ce program yourself, have three years of
experience, and are asked to present unbiased opinions. That does not mean you can’t show a student how you to keep
bees. You can say there is also this way .
Challenge program: This is the fast track way to earn your appren ce cer ﬁcate for those of you who have ﬁve or more
years of current experience. You don’t’ have to start at the beginning or take the appren ce level. You have to do a
closed book exam and demonstrate ﬁeld competency and do a varroa guided studies. It’s useful to become a mentor and
to fast track you into the journey program.
OMB Website: Even if you aren’t’ interested in joining the program, the website has a lot of resources for your use.
There is a page called “Resources” which has access to the OSU eXtension catalogue. Anything about bees, beekeeping
and pollina on is there including the latest publica on about pollinator plan ngs and the Asian Giant Hornet. Also Andony Melathopoulos, PollinNa on podcasts are there. Take a look and take advance of all the free downloads to print.
Go to the OMB website and on the Appren ce page scroll down click on ‘Wai ng List if you are interested in enrolling in
the 2022 Appren ce or ‘Ge ng Started’ classes.
OBM is also developing the appren ce program in Spanish, workshop
style around the state. Jen she was very excited about this new project
and can’t wait to see where this goes.

OMB website: h ps://extension.oregonstate.edu/mb

Jen Larsen working with her bees.
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September Beekeeping Tips
by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member

1. All honey should be removed and mite treatments in
hives. Make sure to do a mite count a er the mite treatments are completed. I usually like to use a 72 hour
mite count as I think the extra me gives a be er count.

2. You might want to look into the various alterna ve treatments for mites. There are numerous treatments available.
Make sure to monitor mite counts with any treatment you use and carefully observe its eﬀect upon brood, bees and
queen.
3. Check all hives for adequate winter stores. In the Willame e Valley bees require at least 50 lbs. of honey to properly
survive the winter. This is about one western super of honey on top of the hive. If your hive has less than this, there is
s ll plenty of me for feed in Sept. (and usually early Oct.). Feed sugar syrup which is as close to two part sugar and
one part water (by volume) as you can. The bees do not have to evaporate this mixture much in order to store it and it
does not cause as much brood rearing s mula on as less concentrated solu ons of sugar.
4. If you use entrance reducers, these should be placed on the hive some me in September. Place them on a er the
weather has cooled as then there will be no need for the bees to cool their hives by fanning. This usually means that
the day me temperatures will not get much over 70 degrees. Try to put screen mouse guards on your entrance reducers.
5. Yellow jackets are a grave threat to your bees. Yellow jacket control is very important at this me and going into October. Traps that are based upon pheromone research and are speciﬁc to yellow jackets are readily available at garden
and home or hardware stores. They are safe for bees and deadly for yellow jackets. Use them to eliminate a acks by
yellow jackets on your wintering hives.
6. Make sure that your hive is pped forward very slightly so that rain and moisture run out of the hive during the coming winter. This lt need not be very much (one quarter inch higher in the back than the front is ﬁne) but a forward
lt will greatly assist winter survival. The bo om boards should also be oﬀ the ground and on a hive stand for the
winter. A brick or stone on the top cover helps to ensure that winter winds do not blow the top of your hive oﬀ causing a total hive loss. By early October, let the bees use propolis to seal the cover down and close any cracks in the
hive. Don’t disturb the hive again un l early spring so that this propolis is not broken.
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OSU Study on Pollens
by Dr. Dewey M. Caron

Oregon State University is Looking for Volunteers to Collect
Pollen for Nutri on Research

Poor nutri on is one of the stressors responsible for poor bee health. One ques on we would like to know is “do our
bees forage on the healthiest pollen sources that are available”? We recognize that certain plants a ract bees more than
others, but does that necessarily mean those plants are the most nutri ous?
Poor nutri on of bees is due, at least in part, to agricultural mono‐cropping and loss of habitat as changes “down on the
farm” and in the suburbs con nue their expansion into rural areas. Although we can sustain bee colonies with sugar syr‐
up and protein supplements to ar ﬁcially boost colonies when natural forage is inadequate, they are not the op mal diet.
Studies of alterna ve ﬂowering plants, such as those being recommended to plant adjacent to agricultural crops like al‐
mond and blueberry, need be er science‐based data to iden fy what plants might provide be er forage choices for bees.
To help provide some basis for answering such bee nutri on ques ons, the Oregon State Bee Lab has recently received a
$500,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agriculture and Food Research Ini a ve (USDA, AFRI). This will
expand what is already an impressive number of studies on bee nutri on by the OSU researchers. The grant was a coop‐
era ve eﬀort of Dr. Ramesh Sagili and Dr. Priyadarshini Chakrabar .
In case you have not heard, Priya le Corvallis this past month to begin a new assistant professorship at Mississippi State
University. Her posi on was created largely to develop her talents as a honey bee nutri onist, it was not adver sed as a
honey bee posi on. She will teach beekeeping, but unlike Ramesh, she will not be responsible for extension. Mississippi
State already has an extension bee person, Dr. Jeﬀrey Harris, formerly a bee breeder with the USDA Baton Rouge lab.
The OSU grant is to be shared with Mississippi State. The study will include analysis of precise macronutrients and micro‐
nutrients in pollen, a technique developed by Priya and Ramesh. They will build a database of nutri ve value of pollen
from diﬀerent sources. Both will use funding and support graduate students from the new grant. The proposal calls for
determining values of more than 100 bee‐pollinated crops, including na ve plants and commonly used ornamental
plants. To gather as wide a range of speciﬁc pollens, they need a team of volunteer ci zen scien sts to assist in pollen
collec on.
With their ﬂoral ﬁdelity, bees forage one speciﬁc ﬂower species, if in adequate numbers. The grant will need such pollens
collected directly from ﬂowers or more likely from the pollen baskets of foragers. The collec on will not involve killing
foragers. The bees will be immobilized in a freezer and then can be released a er the pollen is removed. A non‐audio
video can be viewed by clicking here.
If interested ﬁrst contact Dr. Sagili at 541‐737‐5460; or ramesh.sagili@oregonstate.edu. The collec ons themselves will
not begin un l next year.
Another aspect of the study will target the impacts of certain fungicides, called sterol biosynthesis inhibitors or SBI, on
the bee diet. Pollen sterols are a type of lipid that bees require for development and growth. Priya and Ramesh have
looked at the major plant sterols and their impact on bee nutri on. Most pollen supplements lack sterols. The funds will
allow them to examine if the use of certain fungicides could compromise the quality of pollen in the bee diet.
So even though Priya is now moved to a faculty posi on in Mississippi, the collabo‐
ra on will con nue. The new grant promises to help further our knowledge of bee
nutri on.

To learn more about this study click on the link below:
h ps://today.oregonstate.edu/news/osu‐study‐will‐provide‐insight‐op mal‐
nutri on‐bees
Dr. Priya Chakrabar
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Oregon State Beekeepers Associa on
2021 Fall Conference

~

Florence Events Center
Florence , Oregon
The 2021 Fall Conference of the Oregon State Beekeepers Association takes place in scenic Florence October
22–24 at the Florence Events Center - and at our kitchen tables! We have options this year: Attend in person or
Attend online. We will again use the Zoom platform for all who are participating online.
We invite you to join with us in engagement with our fine cast of 2021 presenters, seen at a glance on
our Tentative Agenda for this year’s scheduled events and at: Presentations and Presenters. They will be sharing current research, updates, and perspectives they’ve gained on some the daunting issues we all face. In addition, we will be able to take time check out our supportive Exhibitors and Advertisers, some of whom are joining us in the virtual realm as well!
Among conference extra this year are two preconference Workshops on Friday, the Honey Show (complete with
a Cookie Contest again this year!), the OSU Honey Bee Lab, and the Silent and Banquet Auctions. The Silent
Auction will be virtual, on-site donations will be welcome. Those who are attending in person will find a number
of fine options for Lodging and Meals in the Florence area, including the conference Luncheons and the Banquet, as well as options for additional Fun in Florence! Plan to arrive early and stay late if you are attending in
person; it’s such a lovely place on our planet.
For registration online, go to Registration. For registration by mail, please download and complete
the Conference Registration Form and send with a check or money order made payable to OSBA to the address
listed on the form. For either, be sure to indicate whether you will be attending in person or online, and please
take care in providing your email address and mailing address. We will need your email address to provide access to the streamed conference and recordings. And we will be mailing conference programs to registrants
choosing to attend online. Although it seems unlikely at this point, we may need to go entirely virtual—
depending on state, county, and event center guidance. In that case, we will mail programs to all who are registered.
The deadline for preregistration is October 8, 2021. Mail-in registrations need to be postmarked no later than
this date. Although online registration will remain available after October 8, increased cost for both individual and
family registrations will apply. Similarly, registration on site, though welcome, will be at a higher cost than the
early rate. For those attending online, the deadline for streamed access is 10 am, October 22, 2021. Recordings will nonetheless be available.
Please consider registering as early as possible! Doing so will avoid the late fees. and it will also help those who
are planning the conference. Also, please note that there are no refunds after October 8. Recordings of conference proceedings will remain available to all registrants until December 31, 2021. Updates will be included on
this site as they become available.
For complete information & to Register online visit the
OSBA website:
h ps://orsba.org/

COVID-19
We all look forward to being together again! Throughout
our 2021 Fall Conference, we request that all par cipants
abide by state and county mandates and the rules of the
Florence Events Center in guidance regarding COVID-19.
We also ask that registrants who have chosen to a end in
person please join us online instead if you are ill or believe
you may have been exposed to COVID-19.

Conference Lodgings
Best Western Pier Point Inn
Dri wood Shores Resort
Old Town Inn
Quality Inn Florence
Click here for more informa on and discounts
are available for OSBA a endees.
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Extractor Informa on

Refractometer

The c lub has si x, three frame extractors with hot knives for use
by its members. These are on a reserved use basis. Please limit
your use to no more than three days, and always clean the extractor before returning or passing along to the next member.
Extractors clean very easily if cleaned with warm soapy water
and ﬂushed out with a garden hose a er you ﬁnish for the day.
If you wait un l the next day cleaning is more diﬃcult. These
units are easy to use and transport.

LCBA has three refractometers to check the moisture content in your honey. Remember honey is
not honey unless the moisture content is 18.2% or
below. Since we no longer have in-person
mee ngs, you can call or email to schedule a me
with one of our members below to have them
check out your honey.

Eugene, Cal Young Area - Pam Leavi - 541-344-4228
Eugene, North River Road Area - Ka e James 541-688-4111
Springﬁeld - Jus n Boe 541-214-2614
Pleasant Hill - Tina & John Franklin 541-953-2028
Elmira - Ken Ograin 541-935-7065
Creswell - Amy Sierzega 541-505-4033

Eugene-Judy Scher, 541-344-2114
judyscher@gmail.com
Elmira-Ken Ograin 541-935-7065
woodrt@ pacinfo.com
Co age Grove - Francis Rothauge
541-520-8391 (no email)

Remember--return it on me, and return it clean!

2021 Oﬃcers and Directors
President:

Brian McGinley

541-521-7523

56magoo@gmail.com

Vice-President: Nancy Ograin

541-935-7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Treasurer: Polly Habliston

541-461-0339

polly@uoregon.edu

Secretary: Paula Sablosky

541-206-7173

mygarden122@gmail.com

Directors:
Jim Rundall

541-688-1925

rundall@comcast.net

Fonta Molyneaux

541-592-9332

wildeverlas ngfarm@gmail.com

Pam Leavi

541-344-4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Lynn Hellwege

541-513-2074

lwege4@comcast.net

Brian Jackson

541-513-3716

brian.honeypaddle@gmail.com

Past-President: Mike France
Commi ees:
Library - Anita & Arthur Jones

541-232-1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541-937-2244

beesherenow@gmail.com

Bee School - Pam Leavi

541-344-4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Website / Swarm List - Judy Scher

541-344-2114

judyscher@gmail.com

Newsle er Editor - Nancy Ograin

541-935-7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Facili es Coordinator - Jim Rundall

541-688-1925

rundall@comcast.net

LCBA Scholarships - Katharine Hunt

541-607-0106

keehhunt@gmail.com

Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator - Rita Ostrofsky

541-685-2875

ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

OMB Regional Representa ve - Rick Olson

541-997-3792

rolson2@a global.net

Best Prac ces Liaisons for Lane County - Mike France &
Becky Lemler

541-232-1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541-935-9527

beesnjrts@outlook.com
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Classiﬁed Ads

Bee-related classiﬁed ads cost $5.00/month for non-members and are free to members. Classiﬁed ads
run for three issues and may be renewed by contac ng the editor. Bee-related business ads start at
$35. To place an ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541-935-7065 or via e-mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com.

FOR SALE: Maxant Stainless
Steel Radial Extractor
Model 1400-P
Holds 10 deep or 20 medium/shallow
frames radially, wood or plas c.
26” in diameter, 26.5” high, 43” high
w/legs, which are included.
1/3 hp. Motor
Asking $1400.00, paid $1500.00 +
200.00 shipping . Used once.
Please call Vienna 541-942-1635
If unavailable please leave message.
Will call back. Thank you!

FOR SALE - Wax Founda on &
Pollen Traps
Bees Wax Founda on:
4-3/4” shallow size
5-5/8" western size
6-5/8" semi-deep size
Available in a 12-1/2 lb box for $50
Smaller amounts at $5.00/lb
These prices are about 50% of new catalog prices.
Bo om-Style Pollen Traps
3 available $25 each
Collec on drawer slides out at
front of hive. Used, in excellent condion.
Please call for details.
Kenny Williams, 541- 456-2631 in
Blodge , OR.

”Free Assistance for New
Beekeepers”
If you need help or advice in the
construc on of your wooden ware,
LCBA member Lee Yamada is oﬀering his woodworking knowledge free
of charge.

For discounts on American
Bee Journal subscrip ons
contact Nancy Ograin for
discount form.

Contact Info:
LEE YAMADA
lkyboletes@gmail.com
541-844-1206

2021 LCBA New/Renewal Memberships
$25 per year per calendar year (Jan-Dec 2021)
per household or family.
Please remit payment to:
LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR 97404
polly@uoregon.edu
Membership forms for new members and renewals are available on the LCBA website.
Click here to access.

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION
The LCBA newsle er is published eleven mes a year by the Lane
County Beekeepers Associa on, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR
97404. Sample copies may be requested from the editor. Copyright resides with individual contributors. If you would like to reprint anything you see here, please contact the editor. Permission
is normally granted freely for non-proﬁt use. For adver sements,
please contact the editor or the associa on treasurer by the ﬁrst of
the month.
Editor: Nancy Ograin
541-935-7065 nancy.ograin@gmail.com
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Links

http://www.lcbaor.org/
https://orsba.org/

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb
Friday in the Apiary
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
mb/friday‐apiary

Bee Informed
Partnership
https://beeinformed.org/

Honey Bee Lab
Pollinator Health

Honey Bee Health
Coalition

Tools for Varroa Management
& Supporting Videos
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

Oregon Bee Project

Best Management Practices for Bee Health
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
hivehealthbmps

Bee Diagnostics

PolliNation Podcast

Varroa Management Decision Tool
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://www.honey.com/

Beltsville Bee Lab
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis
The go to for American foulbrood.

Honey Bee Health
Resources, Research and Beekeeping
videos
https://bee-health.extension.org/

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance
Free Beekeeping in Oregon
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186

