>EKhEdz<WZ^^^K/d/KE


ϭϯϬ,E^E>E͕h'E͕KZϵϳϰϬϰ

tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗ǁǁǁ͘ůĐďĂŽƌ͘ŽƌŐŵĂŝů͗ůĐďĂŽƌΛƉĂĐŝŶĨŽ͘ĐŽŵ

WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͗DŝŬĞ&ƌĂŶĐĞϱϰϭͲϮϯϮͲϭϲϭϬ
sŝĐĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͗ƌŝĂŶDĐ'ŝŶůĞǇϱϰϭͲϱϮϭͲϳϱϮϯ
dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ͗WŽůůǇ,ĂďůŝƐƚŽŶϱϰϭͲϰϲϭͲϬϯϯϵ
^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ͗WĂƵůĂ^ĂďůŽƐŬǇϱϰϭͲϮϬϲͲϳϭϳϯ
ŽĂƌĚDĞŵďĞƌƐ͗&ŽŶƚĂDŽůǇŶĞĂƵǆϱϰϭͲϱϵϮͲϵϯϯϮ
:ŝŵZƵŶĚĂůůϱϰϭʹϲϴϴͲϭϵϮϱΎĞĐŬǇ>ĞŵůĞƌϱϰϭͲϵϯϱͲϵϱϮϳ
:ĂŶŝŶĞWŝĞƌĐĞǇϱϰϭͲϴϰϰͲϵϯϵϰΎEĂŶĐǇKŐƌĂŝŶϱϰϭͲϵϯϱͲϳϬϲϱ
WĂƐƚWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͗WĂŵ>ĞĂǀŝƩϱϰϭͲϯϰϰͲϰϮϮϴ


KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϬϮϬEt^>ddZ
WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͛ƐDĞƐƐĂŐĞ



'EZ>Dd/E'
sŝĂKKD
KĐƚŽďĞƌϮϬ͕ϮϬϮϬ



DŝŬĞ&ƌĂŶĐĞ͕>WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ
/ƚǁĂƐĨŽƌƚƵŶĞƚŽŚĂǀĞŶĚŽŶǇDĞůĂƚŚŽƉŽƵůŽƐK^hƐƐŝƐƚĂŶƚWƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌŽĨ
WŽůůŝŶĂƚŽƌ,ĞĂůƚŚĂƐŽƵƌŐƵĞƐƚŽŽŵƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌĨŽƌŽƵƌ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘
tŝƚŚǁŝůĚĮƌĞƐƌĂŐŝŶŐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞƐƚĂƚĞǁĞǁĞƌĞĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĞĚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞ
ŝŵƉĂĐƚŽĨƐŵŽŬĞĂŶĚĂƐŚŽŶŽƵƌďĞĞƐ͘ƐůƵĐŬǁŽƵůĚŚĂǀĞŝƚ͕ǁĞŚĂĚĂŶŝŶͲ
ƐƚĂŶƚĞǆƉĞƌƚƚŽǁĂůŬƵƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŚŝƐƐƵŐŐĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘zŽƵĐĂŶƌĞĂĚŵŽƌĞĂďŽƵƚ
ŶĚŽŶǇ͛ƐƚĂůŬŝŶƚŚŝƐŵŽŶƚŚ͛Ɛ>ŶĞǁƐůĞƩĞƌďƵƚ/ŚĂĚƚǁŽďŝŐƚĂŬĞĂǁĂǇƐ
ƚŚĂƚ/ŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇƚŽŽŬĂĐƟŽŶŽŶ͘





dŽƉŝĐ͗
͞/ĨzŽƵƌĞĞƐŽƵůĚdĂůŬ͟


^ƉĞĂŬĞƌ͗
DŽƌƌŝƐKƐƚƌŽĨƐŬǇ
DĂƐƚĞƌĞĞŬĞĞƉĞƌ


ŚĞĐŬͲŝŶŽŶůŝŶĞĂƚϲ͗ϯϬƉŵ

dŚĞĮƌƐƚƚĂŬĞĂǁĂǇǁĂƐŚĞĂǀǇĨĞĞĚŝŶŐŽĨƐƵŐĂƌǁĂƚĞƌƚŽƚŚĞďĞĞƐ͘/ƵƐƵĂůůǇ
ĨĞĞĚŵǇďĞĞƐƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŽĨǇĞĂƌĂŶǇǁĂǇ͕ďƵƚ/ŬŶĞǁƚŚĂƚŝƚŵĂĚĞƚŚĞŝŵͲ
ƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞŽĨĨĞĞĚŝŶŐĞǀĞŶŵŽƌĞŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇƐŝŶĐĞƚŚĞǇǁĞƌĞĐŽŶĮŶĞĚƚŽƚŚĞŝƌ
ŚŝǀĞƐĨŽƌĂůŵŽƐƚƚǁŽǁĞĞŬƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞĮƌĞƐ͘/ŶĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƚŽĨĞĞĚŝŶŐƐƵŐĂƌ
ǁĂƚĞƌŝƐƚŚĞŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞŽĨĨĞĞĚŝŶŐƉƌŽƚĞŝŶƐƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘dŚŝƐĨĂůůƉƌŽƚĞŝŶ
ƐƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚŝƐĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚďĞƐƚƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐĂŶĚĂĚǀŝƐĞĚďǇZĂŵĞƐŚ^ĂŐŝůŝK^h
ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞWƌŽĨĞƐƐŽƌŽĨƉŝĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͘dŚĞƉƌŽƚĞŝŶƐƵƉƉůĞŵĞŶƚƐŚĞůƉƚŽŵĂŬĞ
ƐƚƌŽŶŐ͞ǁŝŶƚĞƌďĞĞƐ͘͟
dŚĞƐĞĐŽŶĚƉŝĞĐĞŽĨĂĚǀŝĐĞŝƐƚŽŐŝǀĞƐŽŵĞĂŝƌŇŽǁƚŽƚŚĞƚŽƉŽĨǇŽƵƌŚŝǀĞ͘
,ĞƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĞĚŶŽƚĐŚŝŶŐŽƵƚĂƐŵĂůůƉŝĞĐĞŽŶǇŽƵƌŝŶŶĞƌĐŽǀĞƌ͘ƐǁĞ
ŬŶŽǁ͕ĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞǁŝŶƚĞƌŝƚŝƐƚŚĞŵŽŝƐƚƵƌĞƚŚĂƚŬŝůůƐƚŚĞďĞĞƐŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞ
ƚŚĂŶƚŚĞĐŽůĚǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ͘,ĞĂƚƌŝƐĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞĐŽŶĚĞŶƐĂƟŽŶĐŽůůĞĐƚƐĂƚƚŚĞƚŽƉ
ŽĨƚŚĞŚŝǀĞ͘dŽŚĂǀĞĂŶŽƵƚůĞƚĨŽƌŵŽŝƐƚƵƌĞŝƐŚĞůƉĨƵůƚŽŬĞĞƉƚŚĞŚŝǀĞĚƌǇŝŶ
ƚŚĞǁŝŶƚĞƌ͘
tĞĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞƚŚĞƟŵĞĂŶĚŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞŽĨŶĚŽŶǇĂŶĚŚĞǁŝůůďĞĚƌĂǁŝŶŐ
ƚŚĞǁŝŶŶŝŶŐƟĐŬĞƚĂƚŽƵƌKĐƚŽďĞƌǌŽŽŵŵĞĞƟŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞKƌĞŐŽŶĞĞWƌŽũĞĐƚ
ĨƵŶĚƌĂŝƐĞƌ͊
WůĞĂƐĞũŽŝŶŵĞŝŶĐŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƟŶŐDĂǆ<ƵŚŶŝŶƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞDĂƐƚĞƌĞĞŬĞĞƉͲ
Ğƌ>ĞǀĞůŝŶƚŚĞKƌĞŐŽŶDĂƐƚĞƌĞĞŬĞĞƉĞƌWƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘dŚŝƐŚŝŐŚĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ
ƉƵƚƐDĂǆŝŶƌĂƌĞĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͘dŚĞDĂƐƚĞƌĞĞŬĞĞƉĞƌƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐĮǀĞ
ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂĂŶĚŵĂŶǇŚŽƵƌƐŽĨďŽƚŚƐƚƵĚǇĂŶĚŚĂŶĚƐŽŶďĞĞŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ͘/ƚŝƐĂŶ
ŚŽŶŽƌƚŽŚĂǀĞǇŽƵŝŶŽƵƌĐůƵďDĂǆ͘

ŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐǁŝůůďĞŐŝŶĂƚϲ͗ϱϬ
WƌŽŐƌĂŵďĞŐŝŶƐĂƚϳ͗ϬϬƉŵ



^ĞĞƉĂŐĞϮĨŽƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͘

/ŶƐŝĚĞƚŚŝƐ/ƐƐƵĞ͗


hƉĐŽŵŝŶŐǀĞŶƚƐΘŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐϮ
KĐƚ͘DĞĞƟŶŐ/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶϮ
KƌĞŐŽŶĞĞWƌŽũĞĐƚƌĂǁŝŶŐϮ
ZĞĨƌĂĐƚŽŵĞƚĞƌϮ
ŽŽŵDĞĞƟŶŐƐͬůĞĐƟŽŶƐϯ
DĞŵďĞƌDŝŬĞͬ/ŶDĞŵŽƌǇϯ
KĐƚĞĞŬĞĞƉŝŶŐdŝƉƐϰ
ĞĞŬĞĞƉĞƌƐ^ƚƌŽŶŐϰ
^ĞƉƚDĞĞƟŶŐ,ŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚƐϱͲϲ
DĂǆ<ƵŚŶDĂƐƚĞƌĞĞŬĞĞƉĞƌϳ
sĞŶƟůĂƟŽŶϴ
͞&ĂůůĞĂĚKƵƚƐ͟ϵ
K^&ĂůůŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞϭϬ

ůĂƐƐŝĮĞĚĚƐϭϭ
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Upcoming Events & Announcements
Oct 28th – Central Coast Beekeepers Associa on
Loca on: Newport, OR
Mee ng: Products of the Hive
h p://www.ccbaor.org/
Oct 24th‐Nov 14th ‐ OSBA 2020 Fall Conference, Virtual
For more informa on:
h ps://orsba.org/2020‐fall‐conference/

Oregon Bee Project
Fundraiser
Thank you members and friends for suppor ng
the Oregon Bee Project!
The drawing for this original art‐
work donated by Janine Piercey,
LCBA board member, will take
place during the announcements
at our October 20th mee ng.
Andony Melathopoulos will be
drawing the winning cket!
Total raised from cket sales is $735.00
Thank You!

Refractometer
LCBA has three refractometers to check the moisture
content in your honey. Remember honey is not honey
unless the moisture content is 18.2% or below. Since
we no longer have in‐person mee ngs, you can call or
email to schedule a me with one of our members be‐
low to have them check out your honey.
Eugene‐Judy Scher, 541‐344‐2114 judyscher@gmail.com
Elmira‐Ken Ograin 541‐935‐7065 woodrt@ pacinfo.com
Co age Grove ‐ Francis Rothauge 541‐520‐8391
(no email)

October Virtual Meeting
Our Zoom October 20th mee ng speaker is Morris Os‐
trofsky, LCBA Master Beekeeper.
Presenta on: "If Your Bees Could Talk"
If your bees could talk, what would they say and why.
Knowing what is being communicated means the bee‐
keeper can maximize the health and produc vity of the
colony.
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2020
Time: Log in at 6:30pm
Fundraiser Drawing/Announcements: Will begin at 6:50pm
Mee ng starts promptly at 7:00pm
Join Zoom Mee ng by clicking on link below:
h ps://greaternw.zoom.us/j/93199728188?
pwd=aDB3Mms4U3NkMFN4ZFdMY1VYY1h3QT09
Password: bees
Mee ng ID: 931 9972 8188
Phone Dial‐In Informa on
1‐253‐ 215‐8782 US (Tacoma)
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,93199728188#,,,,,,0#,,850053# US
(San Jose)
Dial by your loca on
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma
Mee ng ID: 931 9972 8188
Passcode: 850053
Find your local number: h ps://greaternw.zoom.us/u/
aFPhB6NCN
We will be using the chat func on to ask ques ons which
will be answered at the end of the presenta on.
Download the ZOOM program at h ps://zoom.us/. Click
“Sign up it’s Free”.
The mee ng will be recorded if you are unable to a end or
want to review it later.
If you have any ques ons contact Nancy at:
nancy.ograin@gmail.com or 541‐935‐7065.
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ZOOM MEETINGS
E que e and Best Prac ces
LCBA will need to hold our monthly mee ngs and board
mee ngs via Zoom in the future and likely into 2021.
There is an excellent link from the University of Pi sburg
that is helpful in learning more about this technology:
h ps://www.technology.pi .edu/blog/zoom‐ ps
To ensure a posi ve experience for all par cipants, our
club is commi ed to making our mee ngs educa onal
and beneﬁcial. Our success depends on our par cipants
following these ps:
1. Mute your microphone to keep background noise to
a minimum.
2. Be mindful of background noise when your micro‐
phone is not muted.
3. Posi on your camera in a stable posi on and focused
at eye level.
4. Limit distrac ons; mute your smart phone.
5. Avoid mul ‐tasking.
In addi on:
Consider turning oﬀ the video feed from your computer
a er logging on. Only your name will show and it elimi‐
nates your movements/ac vi es being visible to every‐
one else, which may be distrac ng. Thank you for being
pa ent with us as we navigate this technology and learn
together.
Submi ed by Pam Leavi

Commi ee Member Mike
Mike Harrington, a long me member of
the LCBA and the gentleman many of you
met when purchasing hats, tee shirts or
honey at our mee ngs, has decided to
step down from his commi ee role in sales.
We thank Mike for faithfully delivering the merchandise
each month, manning the table and packing it up again.
Mike was always there helping out at our bee school with
memberships and sales too.
We appreciate all the years of service and donated hours
Mike gave to LCBA!
Thank You Mike!

LCBA Elec ons
Elec ons for the 2021 LCBA Oﬃcers and Directors will
take place at the LCBA November mee ng. The slate of
oﬃcers we will be vo ng on are as follows:
President:
Vice‐President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Directors (5):

Brian McGinley
Nancy Ograin
Paula Sablosky
Polly Habliston
Jim Rundall, Fonta Molyneaux,
Pam Leavi , Lynn Hellwege,
Brian Jackson

Nomina ng Commi ee:
Katharine Hunt
keehhunt@gmail.com 541‐607‐0106
Pam Leavi pamseaver2000@yahoo.com 541‐344‐4228
Nancy Ograin
nancy.ograin@gmail.com 541‐935‐7065

In Memory of
Robert “Bob” Saxton
5/16/1927 ‐ 8/26/2020
Bob joined LCBA back in 2012 when he
started beekeeping and kept it up into
his 90’s. His life was ﬁlled with music
and learning. He played the guitar and
banjo, studied wildﬂowers, mushroom and did gardening
and watercolor pain ng.
He served in the NAVY during WWII then took advantage of
the GI Bill and received his Bachelor of Science degree from
Oregon State College and earned his Master of Science de‐
gree form the U of O. He taught at several diﬀerent Ore‐
gon schools including North Eugene and Churchhill High
Schools. One of our members was one of his students at
North Eugene and she said that she really liked him as her
biology teacher. He re red in 1984.
Our sympathies go out to his family.
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October Beekeeping Tips
by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member
1. All mite strips and treatments should be removed some
me in October, depending on which type of treatment
was used and when it was placed in the hive.
2. Entrance reducers, if used, should be on the hives.
Watch for yellow jackets although we have been able to
reduce their a acks by using pheromone traps. All
hives need to be pped forward slightly to shed rain
over the winter. Hives should also be placed oﬀ the
ground and be provided with wind shelter.
3. Late feeding can some mes con nue un l mid or late
October. Feed light hives a mixture of 2:1 sugar and wa‐
ter. Bees should have 50 lbs. of honey for the winter.
4. Successful wintering depends on a good hive popula on
with good health, a good and produc ve queen, and
adequate stores of honey for the winter. Make sure
your hive has these requirements and next spring you
can watch the bees burst from the hive ready for the
new season.

Beekeepers Strong
by Pam Leavi , LCBA Past‐President
LCBA member, Sunny Sundstrom, made a short educa on‐
al video for his daughter, Krystal. Krystal is a bi‐lingual 1st
grade teacher in the Springﬁeld School District. She asked
her dad to make a video for her students. It’s in English
and Spanish. It’s great introduc on to bees for kids!
Sunny said “I oﬀer it up for the good of our wonderful in‐
sect friends!” Sunny’s video is posted on YouTube at:
h ps://youtu.be/9tvKkautCss
Member George Lehman was busy again last month rescu‐
ing bees. I received a call about bees ﬂying all around sev‐
eral houses in the River Road area and went and checked
it out as I was surprised that bees would swarm on the
16th of Sept!
They were ﬂying through the trees, bumping windows and
the sides of the houses. There was a very small clump
gathered around the light ﬁxture above the garage door,
but the majority were ﬂying around erra cally probably
due to smoky condi ons. I called George Lehman and he
came out with a “bait” box and got the bees with the
queen.
Thanks George for being a great helper!
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Our September mee ng speaker was Andony Melathopou‐
los, Pollinator Health Extension, at OSU. Andony’s presenta‐
by Paula Sablosky, LCBA Secretary
on was on the “Biology of Wintering Bees” and he also
talked about “Bees and Fire” and the Oregon Bee Project. We
enjoyed and learned a lot from Andony. If you missed it, you can view it at: h ps://media.oregonstate.edu/media/
t/1_h6po12rq

September Mee ng Highlights

Andony ﬁnally has a real lab now with his fellow colleagues Lincoln Best, Jen Holt and Sara Kincaid. He is also going for
tenue at OSU! This is the third year LCBA has supported Andony and the Oregon Bee Project.
Andony started oﬀ his talk with his objec ves:
1. How are the bees fairing with the ﬁres.
2. Recognizing how winterizing is key to being a self‐suﬃcient beekeeper.
3. Being able to apply principles of winter biology to increase success of wintering.
4. Methods to increase colony survival overwinter.

Biology of Wintering

Andony Melathopoulos

Andony stated he wanted us to understand how important winter is to becoming a self‐suﬃcient beekeeper. Being self‐
suﬃcient means mastering winter and mastering winter means you have to understand the biology of wintering and be
able to apply it. Andony is from Canada and he wanted us to know what happened in Western Canada and why they had
to learn how to over winter their bees. In the 1970’s beekeepers in Western Canada beekeepers killed their bees during
the winter and each spring purchased packaged bees from California. Then In the 1980s, the authori es closed the border
from the US for package bees, so no longer could Canadians buy bees. They had to learn how to overwinter them. Bee‐
keepers learned how to turn this tragedy into making money again. All Canadian provinces now show an average of 80%
overwintered hives. Andony shares a quote from Kirk Webster, an excellent visionary beekeeper from Vermont, who stat‐
ed “Migra on and the use of southern packages and queens are not necessary for success in this climate (Vermont), and
they distract us from the important and proﬁtable work of developing bees and beekeeping systems based on our own
unique resources and situa ons.”
Andony said that the principles of winter biology starts with diversity. The widest scope of honeybee diversity is in South‐
east Asia. Many species within that region did not reside within an enclosed area. The ﬁrst adap on of honeybees came
when moving into a colder climate, they started building a nest within a cavity.
Honeybees maintain a temperature of 90‐97° Fahrenheit for brood nes ng. The minimum temperature for ﬂight is 81°.
The temperature degree for ac va on of ﬂight muscles is 64°. If it falls bellows that, the bee’s just crawl. They cannot
bring their temperature back up. At 43° or below is referred to as the chill coma, the bees are s ll.
When the outside temperature drops to 68° bees need to generate energy by consuming feed. The brood nest has to be
kept warm. But when the temperature gets down to 50° the bee colony becomes more eﬃcient. How can that be? The
reason is that between 68°and 50° they start to cluster. They get closer and closer to the periphery of the colony. On the
edge of the colony cluster, bees are densely packed. In the center of the cluster‐the bees are loosely packed. Within that
forma on, the bees are keeping the heat in and high to protect the queen and brood nest. The colony has formed a
dense insula ng mantle. Having a large enough cluster to protect the colony during winter was the second adapta on in
honeybees.
So, what does that mean to the average beekeeper? The colonies have to be big enough to go into the winter. You cannot
go into winter with a small colony. For the cluster to survive the winter, you need to have 8 deep frames covered with
bees or 12 medium frames. Your bees need to be strong enough to provide enough bee mass to surround the inner circle
of the queen and brood nest. The third adap on is the bees turning the thermostat down. The ﬁrst step of this process is
they stop making brood. A cluster can be cooler if there is no brood. If the hive is cooler there is conserva on of resources
and they do not have to consume as much honey.
Bees start running out run out of honey in late winter, early spring. They need a lot of honey when they start ramping up
in December. At winter sols ce, the colony is again making brood. Making brood means more addi onal warmth; making
warmth means consuming more honey.
Con nued on page 6
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highlights continued What will also determine the success rate of your hive surviving winter? Healthy fat winter bees.
These bees will live for more than 70 days, unlike their summer cousins who live for 20 days. The
fat winter bees will be born during the month of September. Their health will be impacted by varroa mite popula ons
and nutri on. If there is a greater than 3.5 % mites per bee popula on, there may be winter loss of that hive. If there is a
10% mite per bee mite popula on‐the hive will likely die in the fall. Fall varroa mite treatments are formic acid and
apivar. Good nutri on in the fall means be er spring me reserves within the frames. Bees pack pollen underneath hon‐
ey. When spring comes and there are no ﬂowers, bees have these resources within the hive.
In January/February feed the bees protein pa es to help get them oﬀ to a great start. Based on research from 2004, An‐
dony found that if the protein pa y had 10% pollen, the consump on of the pa y was greater than if there was just soy
ﬂour. The level of consump on went up even greater if the percentage of pollen was 40%
So, what are the methods to increase colony overwinter survival? In Western Oregon only two factors are necessary to
be aware of, the ﬁrst and far more destruc ve is water vapor. To control water vapor, drill an auger hole auger hole in
the upper box or create a 3/4” notch opening on the inner cover rim under your telescoping roof. The second factor is
ven la on. Rigid insula on placed under the telescoping
lid, on top on the inner cover will absorb moisture in the
hive.
Andony ended by summarizing his wintering ps.
(Review recording for more details)
Overwintering Nucs: Andony did talk a li le bit about
nucs. Want to learn more see publica on “Overwintered
Honey Bee Nucleus Colonies” (PNW 682,October 2015 by
R.Sagili,C.Breece, H.Vanderpool and K.Torgerson. Click on
link below to view:
h ps://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/
catalog/ﬁles/project/pdf/pnw682_2.pdf

Bees & Fire
Andony then talked about how the bees are faring with the ﬁres. The bees are disoriented due to the smoke and lack of
sun. Honeybees orient themselves to the sun and bands of polarized light around the sun. They perceive the polarized
light as stripy lines. The sun and stripy lines form a grid that allow the bees to come and go because they perceive where
things are due to grid placement. When the sun is obscured, the gradua ons of polarized light are seriously reduced so
the bees had nothing to orient themselves by. That is why are the bees disoriented.
Seventy‐ﬁve percent of na ve ground nes ng pollinators nest four inches below ground. Soil below this nes ng threshold
normalizes at a temperature that provides survival for bee species that nest at this depth. The other 25% of species that
nest above the four inches threshold will be cooked due to wildﬁre temperatures. Studies have shown that a er a major
event as the one in western Oregon, there will be major ﬂush of wildﬂowers in the spring.
See ar cles on bees, ﬁre and smoke posted on LCBA website: www.lcbaor.org
Oregon Bee Project
Andony talked about some of the projects the Oregon Bee Project worked on last year. The program trained 6700 people
in 18 coun es on how to properly use pes cides They were taught how to read the label and how to apply the pes cide.
Their success led to Bee Protec on Protocols.
They also created a pollinator friendly landscaping guide for consumers within Oregon and Washington. It features four
research based garden plans. Another publica on features 34 easy grow plants that will a ract pollinators. The Oregon
Bee atlas Master Meli ologist (someone who specializes in the study of bees) was also completed this year. It is a master
cer ﬁcate program which documents na ve bee diversity in Oregon and trains volunteers in iden ﬁca on.
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Max Kuhn Cer ﬁed Master Level Beekeeper
Max Kuhn is the ﬁrst LCBA member and one of 6 in the state to be cer ﬁed as a Master in the Oregon
Master Beekeeper program. “I have just been enjoying the ride. And what a great ride it has been!” Max’s
ride started in 2012 when he joined the new Oregon Master Beekeeper Appren ce program. Since then
he cer ﬁed as a Journey and now this September he sa sﬁed the Master level requirements.
Max’s achievement represents a lot of work, dedica on and persistence. To meet the Master level requirements he did
the following.
1. Read an assigned research ar cle and write a cri que based on the scien ﬁc method. Max cri qued the ar cle
“Extracts of Polypore Mushroom Mycelia Reduce Viruses in Honey Bees”.
2. Par cipate in an Extension/Outreach or a University‐sponsored scien ﬁc research project. During the summer of 2019
Max worked at OSU on a research project to determine if Oxalic acid sublima on is harmful to honey bee brood.
3. Develop and demonstrate proﬁciency in another area in addi on to honey bee pests and diseases. Max chose brood
breaks as a second proﬁciency. As part of his work he developed his Queen Conﬁnement Cage (QCC). He has shared
his work and the cage at LCBA mee ngs.
4. Earn 100 public service points.
5. Pass an oral exam that covers 3 areas of ques oning:
The student’s outreach or research project.
The student’s selected area of proﬁciency.
Ques ons that the general public might ask.

Congratula ons Max!
Submi ed by Rita Ostrofsky

My Oregon Master Beekeeper Journey
by Max Kuhn OMB, Master Level Student

I have been enrolled in the Oregon Master Beekeeper Program
since it began in 2012. I had never really considered what I would
do, if and when I should ever ﬁnish the program. I have just been

enjoying the ride and what a great ride it has been!
From the Appren ce level where I learned the basics like how, when, and why to conduct a hive inspec on. How, what,
and when to feed the bees, how to recognize swarm prepara ons and how to catch that swarm should I be so lucky. It
has been a long me since those days.
Now suddenly, very suddenly, in my judgement, they tell me I am about to ﬁnish! Naw…this can’t be. It seems like I just
ﬁnished the Journeyman por on! Now that was the best, the Journeyman program! When I started it….well…I was no
longer a beginner! I was something else… I had moved beyond the appren ce level and was learning then at a much
faster pace. Learning things about diseases, pests of all kinds, treatments, dangers, eﬃcacy, and mentoring. Harves ng
honey, labeling, selling, legali es, on and on.
In the journey level we were able to choose what we wanted to learn! Yes, there is a lot to choose from, the list is long
because there is so much to learn. I can’t imagine trying to become a true beekeeper without this structured, organized
approach to the learning eﬀort which is available through this OMB program. Now I ﬁnd myself in the last por on of the
Master Level.
Wow, I don’t feel like a Master. But I am more conﬁdent in my beekeeping, I do feel more in control of my future bee‐
keeping eﬀorts. In this ﬁnal por on of the program I have been given the tools, instruc ons, and resources necessary for
con nuing my beekeeping educa on. I know now that the learning never stops. The search goes on forever, be er
ways, more educa on, more understanding, upda ng and problem solving. When we choose to study, manage and live
with the Honey Bee, which has successfully existed for millions of years. We have a lot of catching up to do.
Thanks to the OMB, OSBA & OSU staﬀ, all the contributors to the program and fellow students for tolera ng me these
last several years. This is not “good bye” I plan to be around, underfoot and in the way as usual. But maybe not as fre‐
quently.
My best to you all!

BTW It does not take everyone this long to ﬁnish the program!
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VENTILIATION OPTIONS
Excess Moisture: Bees create moisture in the hive during
winter. Too much moisture and humidity in the hive can
cause condensa on in the hive, which in turn can drip cold wa‐
ter on your bees and cause them to die. To combat this you
need some type of ven la on and something to absorb the
moisture.
There are diﬀerent methods you can use: Moisture box, foam
insula on board or a Vivaldi Board.
Andony recommends beekeepers provide at least 3/4 square
inches of ven la on in every hive during the winter . Some bee‐
keepers prefer to drill auger holes in hive bodies or use spacers
or inner covers designed to allow air ven la on.
Then you need some kind of insula on under the lid and he
suggests 1” rigid insula on on the top of the inner cover under
the lid. Use a brick on top to secure. He prefers this over bur‐
lap.

Vivaldi board & Screen: The screened vent slots provide
ven la on in the hot months and mi gates moisture build‐
up. The Vivaldi Screen™ enables moisture to eﬃciently wick
moisture into the Vivaldi board by increasing the surface
area of absorp on. You could use burlap, wool, cedar shav‐
ings or other natural material. You can also provide emer‐
gency winter feeding of dry sugar directly through the
screen.

Standard Vivaldi board: Using 1/8” hardware
cloth to cover hole in center.

Moisture Box on Hive: Box has 1/8” hardware
cloth covering the bo om of the box. Note ven la‐
on holes (3/4” diameter) which are located on
both ends and are also covered with hardware
cloth. Be sure to use some sort of insula on materi‐
al in box to wick up moisture. Change it out when it
gets damp.

Insula on: You want rigid insula on board that
is closed cell. Its’ usually pink or grey.
Fiber board is used both for insula on and to ab‐
sorb moisture.
Moisture boards will help absorb the condensa‐
on and keep your bees dry. Place these boards
on top of the inner cover.

Fiber Board
Rigid Insula on
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Fall Dead Outs

How are you doing for mite control this fall? August through October rep‐
resents peak mite popula ons and control during this period is usually
by Dr. Dewey M. Caron
needed for successful wintering. Star ng in October however may not be
enough. If you have dead outs this month I recommend you pick them up and avoid bee robbing.
Look carefully at your dead outs to be sure it was not something diﬀerent other than Parasi c Mite Syndrome (PMS).
With robbing common in weak and dying colonies, it is some mes very diﬃcult to tell if dead brood was because of a
disease. This is especially true when the bees puncture capped brood cells, apparently looking for food.
How to tell the diﬀerence? European Foulbrood (EFB), sacbrood and chalkbrood kill larvae before cells are capped. Look
at cells with larger larvae for these diseases. You may see symptoms that resemble EFB for the condi on we call “snot”
or “crud” brood. Starving larvae may be twisted and you might even see some roping of larval remains. Dying brood will
be grayish (not yellowish which would be EFB) and it will come out easily. Deadouts can really call into play your disease
iden ﬁca on skills.
Look for robbing of honey. You will see jagged cells, pieces of white stuﬀ toward outer edge of cells below the robbed
sec on. There may be some oozing of liquid from cells and a soggy mess on the bo om board. That will tell you robbing
has happened – if there is s ll some honey le or the oozing liquid, it just means you have picked up the colony before
robbing was completed.
Punctured brood cells

Uncapped brood

Robbers puncture capped cells. If you see lots and lots of punctured brood cells it is merely due to robbers as there are
no adult bees le to protect and care for the brood. Cappings may sag and may look wet. Look for jagged cell edges, not
the rounded outer normal edge. Pull oﬀ the cappings of punctured cells to examine the decaying pupal remains. It is hard
to tell some mes that it was a pupa. Do the decaying remains come out of the cell? If it does that characteris c helps to
eliminate American Foulbrood (AFB). Does it rope out? If it is only a short ½ inch and it is grayish‐blackish color that also
helps eliminate AFB.
If there are s ll some bees (but too few compared to a month ago) look at cells that have been uncapped. Can you s ll
see a head? If not, has the pupa been chewed? This is the adult bees uncapping cells with mites (see ﬁgured above on
right). Look for mites on the remains or mite poop on the upper side of the cells about half way down the side. Seeing
them helps conﬁrm Parasi c Mite Syndrome (PMS).
You may also see ny white maggots feeding on the remains, those are ﬂy maggots. They complicate your diagnosis be‐
cause they cause faster breakdown of what was a larva or in capped cells what was a pupa . You will see them mostly in
the cells with the perfora ons. You might even see a line of silky webbing which is wax moth. You might even see the
caterpillar at one end of the tunnel.
Next me you open up a dead hive you might feel more comfortable now diagnosing your hives demise.
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OSBA 2020 Fall Conference
The 2020 Fall Conference of the Oregon State Beekeepers Associa on takes place online via Zoom this year. We
are mee ng during por ons of two weekends and three Wednesday evenings between October 24 and Novem‐
ber 14. In making this unan cipated move into the virtual realm, we are providing detailed instruc ons for join‐
ing us as well as the opportunity to par cipate in prac ce sessions prior to the event. In addi on, sessions are to
be recorded this year and made available to registrants for 30 days following the event.
The 2020 Honey Show and OSBA General Membership Mee ng are open to all OSBA members, whether regis‐
tered for the conference or not. The Silent Auc on and invita on to submit samples to the OSU Honey Bee Lab
are open to any and all with interest.
For complete informa on visit the OSBA Webiste: https://orsba.org/2020‐fall‐conference/
It’s not to late to register. Registra on is only $60.

Tentative Agenda
Saturday, October 24

Wednesday, November 4

8:45 am

Opening Announcements | Silent Auction Begins

7:00 pm

9:00 am

A Tough Nut To Crack: Pollination Requirements of

Are Honey Bees Like Chickens and Bumble Bees Like
Polar Bears? Andony Melathopoulos, OSU

8:00 pm

Report on Current Research Funded by Project Apis m.
George Hansen, Foothills Honey Company

9:00 pm

Demonstration: TBA

Self-Fertile Almond Varieties, Elina L. Niño, UC Davis
10:00 am Sugar Water Is Not Honey: Making a Better Bee
Feed, Nick Naeger, Washington State University
11:00 am Demonstration: Encaustic Painting
George Hansen, Foothills Honey Company
noon

Break

1 pm

OSBA General Membership Meeting

Wednesday, November 11
7:00 pm

Raising Quality Queens in Pollination, Shelley Hoover,
University of Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada

8:00 pm

Pesticide Exposure in Context, Emily Carlson, OSU

8:30 pm

Evaluating Altruistic Behaviors in Honey Bees (Apis

Sunday, October 25

mellifera L.) Infected with Gut Microsporidian Nosema

9:00 am

ceranae, Ellie Chapkin, OSU

Pollen Trapping: What You Should Be Thinking
About Before You Start, Shelley Hoover, University
of Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada

10:00 am

Life of a Canadian Beekeeper, an Steppler, Steppler
Farms Ltd

1100 am

Updates on Bee Nutrition Research from the OSU
Honey Bee Lab, Priyadarshini Chakrabarti Basu,
OSU

noon

Break

1:00 pm

Demonstration: TBA

9:00 pm

Saturday, November 14
9:00 am

11:00 am Panel: Current & Future Outlook on Varroa Mite Control | Ellen Topitzhofer, OSU; Todd Balsiger, Hood To
Coast Honey; Matt Hansen, Foothills Honey Company;
Jan Lohman, Vazza Farms, Inc (retired); Ramesh

Update from UC Davis E. L. Niño Bee Lab, Elina L.
Niño, UC Davis

8:00 pm

Promoting a Sweet Industry through the American
Honey Queen Program and ABF Mary Reisinger,
2020 American Honey Queen

8:30 pm

Demonstration: Honey Show Judging, Marjie Ehry,
Happy Bee

Varroa and Pesticides Research Update from OSU Honey
Bee Lab | Ramesh Sagili, OSU

10:00 am Using Fungal Spores To Kill Varroa, Nick Naeger,
Washington State University

Wednesday, October 28
7:00 pm

Demonstration: TBA

Sagili, OSU
noon

Donations To OSU Honey Bee Lab, Announcements,
and Closing
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Classiﬁed Ads

Bee‐related classiﬁed ads cost $5.00/month for non‐members and are free to members. Classiﬁed ads
run for three issues and may be renewed by contac ng the editor. Bee‐related business ads start at
$35. To place an ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541‐935‐7065 or via e‐mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com.

For Sale Misc
Beekeeping Equipment
2ea SS 20gal holding tanks
$50ea
SS 4 frame tangen al
Extractor $300 OBO
Uncapping tank $300 OBO
Other: Hot knife, smokers,
misc woodenware*, hive
tools, bee brush, other vari‐
ous tools, bee suit & polli‐
nator jacket size XL, gloves
and more.
Total for all: $100

Honey Comb for Sale
All local hives. The wax and
honey was made this year by
my bees and is mostly black‐
berry honey. The pieces are
4” squares and are sold based
on weight. Prices range from
$12‐$18 each.
Please let me know if you have
any ques ons.
Jason 503‐808‐0602

Free Beekeeping
Magazines

Misc candle making items:
Approx. 15 lb raw wax, stea‐
ric acid, large spool wick,
steel molds, pour pot.
Total for all: $50

Free issues of Bee Culture and
American Bee Journal maga‐
zines.

Contact Pat Saxton:
Home 541‐935‐2008
Cell: 541‐521‐8573

beetanical@q.com

Contact Elizabeth Rowan if
you are interested.

*Note: Woodenware has been in storage. As a
precau on freeze or use paramoth to prevent wax
moths.
For discounts on American
Bee Journal subscrip ons
contact Nancy Ograin for
discount form.

2020 LCBA New/Renewal Memberships
$25 per year per household or family
Please remit payment to:
LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR 97404
polly@uoregon.edu
Membership forms for new members and re‐
newals are available on the LCBA website.
Click here to access.

Queen Conﬁnement
Cages for Sale
All proceeds beneﬁt LCBA’s
educa onal fund. Cost: $15
Contact Max:
t.maxkuhn@gmail.com
541‐999‐0744
To learn more about QCC:
LCBA October newsle er ar cle:
h p://www.lcbaor.org/Newsle ers
/BeeNewsOct19.pdf#page=6"
QCC Slide Presenta on:
www.lcbaor.org/lcba_talks.htm

”Free Assistance for New
Beekeepers”
If you need help or advice in
the construc on of your
wooden ware, LCBA member
Lee Yamada is oﬀering his
woodworking knowledge free
of charge.
Contact Info: LEE YAMADA
lkyboletes@gmail.com
541‐844‐1206

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION
The LCBA newsle er is published eleven mes a year by the Lane
County Beekeepers Associa on, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR
97404. Sample copies may be requested from the editor. Copy‐
right resides with individual contributors. If you would like to re‐
print anything you see here, please contact the editor. Permission
is normally granted freely for non‐proﬁt use. For adver sements,
please contact the editor or the associa on treasurer by the ﬁrst of
the month.
Editor: Nancy Ograin
541‐935‐7065 nancy.ograin@gmail.com
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Extractor Information
The c lub has seven extractors with hot knives for use by its members. Six are manual and one is electric. These are on a
reserved use basis. Please limit your use to no more than three days, and always clean the extractor before returning or
passing along to the next member. Extractors clean very easily if cleaned with warm soapy water and ﬂushed out with a
garden hose a er you ﬁnish for the day. If you wait un l the next day cleaning is more diﬃcult. The manual, three‐
frame units are the easiest to use and to transport.
Eugene, Cal Young Area ‐ Pam Leavi ‐ 541‐344‐4228
Springﬁeld ‐ Jus n Boe 541‐214‐2614
Elmira ‐ Ken Ograin 541‐935‐7065

Eugene, North River Road Area ‐ Ka e James 541‐688‐4111
Pleasant Hill ‐ Tina & John Franklin 541‐953‐2028
Creswell ‐ Amy Sierzega 541‐505‐4033

The only electric unit is located in Springﬁeld and is a four frame. It is heavy and you will need a truck to transport it.
Call Kaylene Stewart 541‐743‐3925.

2020 Oﬃcers and Directors
President: Mike France
Vice‐President: Brian McGinley
Treasurer: Polly Habliston
Secretary: Paula Sablosky
Directors:
Jim Rundall
Fonta Molyneaux
Nancy Ograin
Becky Lemler
Janine Piercey
Past‐President: Pam Leavi
Commi ees:
Library ‐ Anita & Arthur Jones
LCBA Sales ‐ Mike Harrington
Bee School ‐ Pam Leavi
Website / Swarm List ‐ Judy Scher
Newsle er Editor ‐ Nancy Ograin
Facili es Coordinator ‐ Jim Rundall
LCBA Scholarships ‐ Katharine Hunt
Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator ‐ Rita Ostrofsky
OMB Regional Representa ve ‐ Rick Olson
Best Prac ces Liaisons for Lane County ‐ Mike France &
Becky Lemler

541‐232‐1610
541‐521‐7523

michaelj62@gmail.com
56magoo@gmail.com

541‐461‐0339

polly@uoregon.edu

541‐206‐7173

mygarden122@gmail.com

541‐688‐1925

rundall@comcast.net

541‐592‐9332

wildeverlas ngfarm@gmail.com

541‐935‐7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

541‐935‐9527
541‐844‐9394

becky@beckylemler.com
janinepiercey@yahoo.com

541‐344‐4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

541‐937‐2244

beesherenow@gmail.com

541‐913‐6059

beekeeper@comcast.net

541‐344‐4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

541‐344‐2114

judyscher@gmail.com

541‐935‐7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

541‐688‐1925

rundall@comcast.net

541‐607‐0106

keehhunt@gmail.com

541‐685‐2875

ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

541‐997‐3792
541‐232‐1610
541‐935‐9527

rolson2@a global.net
michaelj62@gmail.com
becky@beckylemler.com
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Links

http://www.lcbaor.org/
https://orsba.org/

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb
Friday in the Apiary
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
mb/friday‐apiary

Bee Informed
Partnership
https://beeinformed.org/

Honey Bee Lab
Pollinator Health

Honey Bee Health
Coalition

Tools for Varroa Management
& Supporting Videos
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

Oregon Bee Project

Best Management Practices for Bee Health
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
hivehealthbmps

Bee Diagnostics

PolliNation Podcast

Varroa Management Decision Tool
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://www.honey.com/

Beltsville Bee Lab
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis
The go to for American foulbrood.

Honey Bee Health
Resources, Research and Beekeeping
videos
https://bee-health.extension.org/

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance
Free Beekeeping in Oregon
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186

