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April 2021 NEWSLETTER
President’s Message
Brian McGinley, LCBA President
Oh, the things we do for entertainment while wai ng for bees to arrive!
One of the joys of beekeeping in a community like Eugene is working with
the residents of Lane County on their bee issues and sharing informa on
about honey bees. So when the call came to me in February from a neigh‐
bor wan ng to rescue a colony of bees from a backyard tree scheduled for
removal, I threw my hat in the ring. What the heck, why not help since I had
prepped all my bee equipment for the coming season and my bee order
would not arrive for two months.
We met on a cool February day in his backyard and surveyed the candidate
tree (a 20‐inch ro en maple) and talked logis cs and ming. He agreed to
schedule a tree removal service and I agreed to work with the contractor. I
returned on the last Monday of March (a cold but clear morning) and spent
two hours watching the arborist work on removing the top of the tree. The
weather was too cold for bees to be moving around, so we could only spec‐
ulate if the colony had survived the winter. As the tree slowly came down in
pieces, we watched a squirrel enter the hive entrance (3.5 inches round)
and peer out at us. Not a par cularly encouraging sign for a thriving colony
of bees, but who knows. The hollowed sec on of the stem was approxi‐
mately 10 feet long, possibly large enough for co‐existence. Hmmmm?
When it came me to remove the gallery trunk sec on, the arborist
wrapped the two entrances with shrink wrap and cut the tree well below
the lower entrance. Once the gallery sec on was on the ground we pro‐
ceeded to cut sec ons from the bo om end un l we came to the gallery.
S ll no bees venturing out to see what all the ruckus was about, even
though the weather had started to warm.
Cu ng to the chase, the bees had not survived the winter. But it was really
interes ng tearing apart the gallery trunk sec on. The 3‐foot sec on below
the main entrance was unmistakably the squirrel condo. The lower foot of
this condo was a rich dark brown mix of organic loam. On top of that was
another foot of fresher debris forming the squirrel nest. The bee gallery
occupied a 3 to 4 foot space above the main entrance. The lowest comb
was dark and old, with newer comb above it. The honey and pollen had
been robbed from what we pulled out of the gallery.
Knowing that this gallery had an upper entrance, I naturally began
con nued on page 2

GENERAL MEETING
Via ZOOM
April 20, 2021
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Topic: Reading S cky Boards
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Topic: Pests and Pathogens
Threatening Honeybees
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president’s message con nued specula ng to myself on prospect of co‐habita on in this tree. The Walt Disney side of
my brain was cheering on this idea while the rigor of my OSU science brain was pooh‐poohing that no on. In the end, I
se led on me‐share rules where the bees moved in a er the squirrels had ﬁnished nes ng and the squirrels move back
in when the bee colony die out. A fun day in the neighborhood, in either case and a good way to welcome in the new bee
season.

Apiary Registra on
Every person who owns, or is in charge of, ﬁve or
more colonies of bees located within the state or Ore‐
gon, must register their hives with the Oregon Depart‐
ment of Agriculture.
If you currently own less than ﬁve hives you are not
required to register your bees at this me. The cur‐
rent cost of apiary registra on is $10 with an addi on‐
al charge of $0.50 per colony for ﬁve or more hives.
A er July 1, the registra on fee will increase to $20.
The fee per hive remains at $0.50 per colony for ﬁve
or more. Click below to view Oregon’s apiary registra‐
on rules and regula ons and registra on form.
State of Oregon: Insects ‐ Bees and Apiaries
Registra on Form: ApiaryRegistra on.pdf

Paciﬁc NW Annual Honey Bee
Survivorship Survey 2020‐2021
A en on all beekeepers! Reminder that the survey is
available to take throughput the month of April.
This online survey, developed by Dr. Dewey Caron , is
in it’s 12th year. It measures honey bee survival/losses
with diverse management variables. This year's data
will be key for looking at bee loss through the lens of
the weather variabili es through the years.
There are other regional and na onal surveys out
there, but the Paciﬁc Northwest is a unique area. It is
important for the local beekeepers to know what is
happening speciﬁcally in their area and across Oregon
and Washington.
Thank you for par cipa ng in the survey.

Fact Sheet: FAQs Apiary Registra on FAQs
www.pnwhoneybeesurvey.com/survey
*Editor’s note:
It is so important to take this survey so we know about
the health of our honey bees. If you need a paper form
please contact Nancy Ograin 541‐935‐7065 and one will
be mailed to you.

3

Upcoming Events & Announcements

April Virtual Mee ng

April 22nd ‐ “Kiss the Ground”, free webinar hosted by
Interfaith Earthkeepers (see page 8)
Movie & discussion on regenera ve agriculture to save
the planet's topsoil.
Time: 7:00pm PST
View trailer and zoom link:
www.lcbaor.org/Suppor iles/kiss_the_ground_April.pdf

April mee ng will feature an early presenta on on
“Reading S cky Boards” and our general mee ng will be
“Pests & Pathogens Threatening Honeybees”. Log in for
both presenta ons using the same link. You may a end
one or both. Just stay logged in a er early class for next
presenta on.

April 23rd‐24th ‐ “Bee Day”
Loca on: Glory Bee 29548B Airport Rd, Eugene, OR
Pick up package bees and nucs 8:00 am‐2:00pm
LCBA will tenta vely have a booth there distribu ng infor‐
ma on.

Early Class: Log in 6:00pm for Q & A session
Class starts promptly at 6:30pm.
(Note new mes for this months Q&A and early class.

April 28, 2021‐ Western Apicultural Society Mini‐
Conference, Soldiers, Veterans and Bees (free webinar)
Time: 7:00‐9:00 p.m. (Mountain Standard Time)
See page 11.
For more informa on & to register:
h ps://www.westernapiculturalsociety.org/events‐1
May 20th ‐ World Bee Day
Welcome ‐ Celebrate World Bee Day
June 21st‐27th ‐ Na onal Pollinator Week 2021
Pollinator Week | Pollinator.org
Aug 7th ‐ Oregon Coast Honey Lovers Fes val (Tenta ve)
Loca on: Yachats, OR
LCBA will have a booth if it’s a go.
Aug 23th ‐ 27th ‐ 2021 Bee School ‐ Beginners
Na ve Bee Survey and Iden ﬁca on Course
Oregon Bee Atlas is oﬀering beginning and advanced clas‐
ses to train people in basic bee taxonomy.
2021 Bee School ‐ Beginners | OSU Extension Service
(oregonstate.edu)

Oct 22‐24 Tenta ve dates, OSBA 2021 Fall Conference
Loca on: Florence, OR depending on ongoing circum‐
stances related to COVD‐19

Welcome New Members
Erin Bucklew

Veneta

Kristen Dill

Florence

Proctor Dixon

Lebanon

Skylar Hartwig

Eugene

John Higby and Pieter Karlik

Eugene

Ariel Schulze & Hamm Vitrifex

Eugene

Date: Tuesday, April 20, 2021

General Mee ng: Log in at 7:00pm
Announcements & Presenta on begins at 7:15pm
Join Zoom Mee ng by clicking on link below:

h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/87504705217?
pwd=TXkwaUtwN29hc3VscHBRUGNCTHJmdz09
Mee ng ID: 875 0470 5217
Passcode: 817686
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,87504705217#,,,,*817686# US (San Jose)
+12532158782,,87504705217#,,,,*817686# US (Tacoma)
Dial by your loca on
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
Mee ng ID: 875 0470 5217 Passcode: 817686
Find your local number:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdb9WAd63U
Download the ZOOM program at h ps://zoom.us/.
Click “Sign up it’s Free”.
If you have any ques ons contact Nancy at:
nancy.ograin@gmail.com or 541‐935‐7065.

April Mee ng Info
At our general mee ng Pam Leavi ’s presenta on is “Pests
and Pathogens Threatening Honeybees”. The key to pro‐
tec ng our honeybee colonies from pests and diseases is the
ability to iden fy symptoms, know the strategies to deal
with the variety of problems that may present and take care
of the issues early. Everyone who keeps bees will lose a colo‐
ny. The goal is to determine why and learn from the experi‐
ence.
Our early mee ng is “Reading S cky Boards” by Judy Scher.
You can learn a lot just by checking out your s cky board and
watching your bees coming and going.
Hope to see you at our zoom mee ng!
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Bees in April
April is one of the most important months for all beekeepers as it’s the start of the beekeeping season!
Newbees: New beekeepers who are just ge ng their packages and nucs for the ﬁrst me, must be prepared. Have your
bee yard ready and equipment assembled. Check out your queen cage, if there is not a candy plug, be sure to replace the
plug with a gummy bear and be sure to install the cage correctly in your hive. Review videos on how to install your bees.
Be sure to have your sugar syrup ready, 1 part water to 1 part sugar, to fee your bees a er installing them. You will need
to feed constantly un l they get established. When they stop consuming it you can stop feeding them.
Established Hives: As day me temps reach the upper 50s, your bees are con nuing to clear out the hive and are s ll
bringing in pollen. The bees are also bringing in nectar, which increases the queen’s egg laying. This is also the me to
begin monitoring for varroa mites. When deciding on treatments in the spring, watch the temperature for a number of
days before the ﬁrst honey ﬂow in your area. Visit the Honey Bee Health Coali on Tools for Varroa Management web‐
site for “Decision Making Tools” and how to videos on treatments to determine if you need to treat. Be sure to have plen‐
ty of spare hives and supers on hand for the upcoming season.

Spring me Mistakes
Not Feeding Enough in Early Spring:
One of the ﬁrst spring mistakes is starva on, caused by not feeding enough early in the season. Bees are bringing in pol‐
len and nectar now and should be OK. Don’t stop he ing your hive, as weak hives with low popula on may need feeding
s mula on.
Not Monitoring for Varroa Mites:
The second mistake is not monitoring early enough in the season for varroa mites. Trying to catch the ﬁrst honey ﬂow
while properly ming mite treatments can prove diﬃcult.
Not Having Extra Hives Ready for Swarms, Nucs, Splits or Package Bees:
Be prepared by having addi onal complete hives so they’re ready to go for those unexpected swarms. Make sure you
have your boxes ready ahead of me so you can quickly transfer them into their new home. Same goes for package bees,
nucs, or splits. Take the me to prepare extra hive equipment now before you need it ‐ you’ll be happy you did.
Not Rota ng Boxes in Spring:
Last but certainly not least is the rota on of your boxes. You need to reverse your brood boxes in the spring if the cluster
has moved up and the bo om box is empty. This helps provide addi onal room for the queen to lay, thereby increasing
the colony’s popula on for the ﬁrst nectar ﬂow.
Check out Chuck’s “April Bee Tips” too. Happy Spring!

Honey Bee Videos
Carolyn Breece of OSU Oak Creek Apiary fame has put
together a video channel with the following videos.
These are short videos, 2 to 12 minutes long. Click link
below to view.
Ligh ng a Smoker
Early Spring Inspec on
American Foulbrood
Swarms

Finding the Queen
How to Mark a Queen
Chalkbrood

In the Bees with the OSU Honey Bee Lab

Bee Weekend 2021
Ask a Beekeeper
Lane County Beekeepers will be available on April 23th‐
24th with informa on and to answer ques ons at Glo‐
ryBee’s “Bee Weekend”. Beekeepers will be picking up
their package bees and nucs.
Need help or have a ques on? Visit our website at
www.lcbaor.org and click on “Installing Package Bees
and Introducing Nucs” on our home page. There
will be a list of members with contact informa on on
“Ask a Bee‐keeper” along with other helpful
informa on. We’ll be there to help you out!
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Bee Friendly Plants
Planting time is almost here. Be aware we could still have a frost or two and that could harm new plantings.
Help your bees and other pollinator insects through the all seasons by providing a range of plants that offer a succession of flowers and thus pollen and nectar. You want to have plants blooms from spring to fall. Even a small area
planted with the right flowers will be beneficial. Each patch will add to the habitat available to bees and pollinators.



Use local native plants. Native plants are 4 times more attractive to native bees than exotic flowers. Heirloom
herbs & perennials also provide good foraging



Best colors: Blue, purple, violet, white & yellow



Clumps ( >4′ diameter ) of one species will attract more pollinators



Different shapes. Bees are different sizes with different tongue lengths & feed on different shaped flowers



Diversity of flowers. Several plant species flowering at once & a sequence of plants flowering in spring, summer,
fall & winter support a wide range of species

OSU Extension Service recommends some of the following
plants. For complete information on native plants, plants for
bees and blooming click on link below.
Enhancing Urban and Suburban Landscapes to Protect Pollinators (oregonstate.edu), Andony Melathopoulos with the Oregon Bee Project, co-author of this publication.
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/sites/catalog/files/
project/pdf/em9289.pdf

Perennial Plants
Oregon Grape - Vine Maple - Serviceberry Red-Flowering Currant - Lavenders - Ocean spray Salal - Russian Sage - Catmint
California Lilac, Blueblossom ( Ceanothus )
Annual's
Borage (Aril to August) - Zinnias - Sunflower - Phacelia Clovers - California Poppy
Other Resources
Wild Everlasting Farms: Plants and Medicinal Herbs for Bees
Botany_for_Beekeepers_Plant_List.pdf (lcbaor.org)
Medicinal_Herbs_for_Bees.pdf (lcbaor.org)
https://www.wildeverlasting.com/

Plants and Medicinal Herbs for Bees
Shop Local — Humming Bee Nursery
Red-Flowering Currant
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March Mee ng Highlights
by Paula Sablosky, LCBA Secretary

General Mee ng Presenta on:
The March mee ng’s general presenta on was on
swarming, “Free Bees! The Ancient ART of Swarm
Catching and Bail Hives”, by Fonta Molyneaux,
LCBA Board Member.

What is a swarm? A honeybee colony’s natural means of reproduc on as a super organism. A swarm consists of the elder
queen and approximately half the popula on of workers, also known as the primary swarm. It occurs yearly in spring from
April‐June as a result of brood conges on, nectar ﬂow and drone presence. Queen cells that may actually result in precipi‐
ta ng a swarm look like peanuts and are to be found on the sides and bo om of a frame.
When do bees swarm? In the spring when the colony popula on increases and space for laying in the brood area decreas‐
es, due to backﬁlling the brood nest, can cause swarming due to conges on. There needs to be nectar and pollen suﬃ‐
cient to support and nourish this physiology. In the Willame e Valley, Maple tree bloom is the ﬁrst big ﬂush for the bees.
Also the presence of drones is an indica on. Once you ﬁrst start seeing drones on the landing board there is a possibility
of your bees are building up to swarm. There is o en a keystone nectar and pollen source in any given bioregion that sets
oﬀ swarming. These plants include Maple trees, Oregon grape, Hawthorn and Osoberry plant in Fonta’s bioregion. Learn
to iden fy these sources so you can an cipate the swarm season approaching because when all the biological clocks go oﬀ
at once and the ﬁrst queen cell is capped, the swarm will cast oﬀ. O en a swarm will cast on the ﬁrst sunny day a er a
period of rain (on Fonta’s farm, it was the end of April and/or May 1st).
For two weeks prior to swarming, the scout bees have been searching for the ideal cavity. When a swarm casts they have
collec vely decided where to go. Fonta recommends the book Honeybee Democracy, by Thomas D. Seeley, for further
reading on swarming. When you ﬁnd a swarm outside a cavity, it is in a temporary landing spot. During this intermi ent
res ng phase, bees will check to make sure the queen is s ll with them and is safe and then they reorganize for the last leg
of ﬂight to the new cavity. The queen has short wings as compared to the length of her body, she is not a speed racer. This
is the best me to catch the group.
Swarm Catching Guidelines: You want to get the main body of the cluster as it contains the queen. Once you have her,
most of the rest will follow! If they ﬂy back to the original spot, you likely did not get the queen. You will need to keep
sweeping/gathering un l you do. Wear full gear because while swarms are docile, they s ll s ng and some mes rain down
on you. Bees can overheat quickly so have screen on top or bo om of the collec ng box to provide ven la on. Tools of
the trade are a bucket or basket, lid with screen, or waxed hive cover or straw hat, bee brush, scoop (cut‐ oﬀ gallon milk
jug), sugar water sprayer, tarp or white sheet, ladder, extension pole.
Swarm Catching Goals: To capture the main body with the queen. Once the bees
start fanning they use their nasonov gland to a ract the other bees. This process
can take a few minutes to an hour to get them all in. Some mes a shake or knock
is be er than sweeping (sweeping may anger or agitate them). Have the tarp un‐
der you to catch dropping bees. If they are a largely hanging type swarm get the
bucket under the en re body and then one hard knock or shake should drop
them. The scoop is also very eﬀec ve. Fonta’s rule for herself is no ladder over 6
feet (and a helper to hold ladder.) A er catching and placing the swarm in a con‐
tainer‐DO NOT LET THEM OVERHEAT! Bees can suﬀocate easily. Keep your con‐
tainer ven lated. Go home and hive them. YAY for you!
The LCBA swarm list is for people who are experienced at this.
For Fonta’s handout on speciﬁc instruc ons for DYI swarm traps/bait hives in PDF
format click below.
h ps://docs.google.com/document/
d/1eK29ZkCrVUjtAitGdaqjhH4xNhJHCYF05XtIzyQ__zU/edit?usp=sharing
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mee ng highlights con nued

Early Educa onal Mee ng: Installing Bees and Nucs
by Rick Olsen

It is crucial that before your packaged bees arrive that your site for the beehive is prepared. The loca on
must have easy access by vehicle or by foot and be protected from the general public or varmints (yellow
jackets, bears, skunks and small humans). Consider the safety of the site from ﬁre/ﬂooding considera ons.
There are local municipal regula ons restric ng the hive posi on on private property as well as the number of hives per‐
mi ed. No side yards as ﬁremen and police will not cross that line. Water, nectar, pollen and propolis sources must be
nearby. The posi on of the hives should face in a south or southeast direc on in full sunlight with a thought about sun
shelter in the a ernoon when temperatures are very high. Bees are temperature sensi ve. Paint hive boxes uniquely, do
not set hives up in rows and be sure to use hive stands.
When the bees arrive, check the box. Are there a lot of dead bees? If so, contact your seller. Bees should also not be wet.
If they are, they have overheated during transit. Once home, place box in a cool dark place and mist them with water or
sugar syrup as they will be thirsty. This can also be a perfect me to treat for phore c mites.
Varroa Destructor mite is the greatest threat to bees, every colony in America has a popula on of mites within the hive.
The mites will double in numbers every month. The mites will enter the apiary due to robbing, dri ing and absconding. If
le untreated‐they will turn into a mite bomb (mites have a collec on of viruses) and can kill your hive. See Tools for
Varroa Mangement and the Varroa Management Decsion tool on the Honey Bee Health Coali on website for complete
informa on on trea ng.
Package Installa on: When a package ﬁrst arrives the bees may be
agitated, spray them with a light sugar syrup. There is no need to
smoke them. To install package remove feeder can and queen
cage. Cover box opening with cardboard, wood or le. Make sure
queen is alive! With the queen cage in hand, remove the cork and
install a marshmallow or gummy bear.
Remove four or ﬁves frames from the center of the brood box.
Place queen cage in the center of the hive with the screen facing
out and the candy plug up. Pour a small number of bees from box
over queen cage. Place the rest of bees where frames have been
removed. Gently replace frames without harming the bees and
then install inner cover and feeder. Place the package in front of
the hive to allow the remaining bees to enter the hive. Use an en‐
trance reducer to narrow the entrance to the hive as there are no guard bees yet. Leave the bees alone for seven to ten
days. By that me, the queen cage should be empty. The queen’s pheromones have spread throughout the hive and she
has been accepted. If the queen is s ll in the cage, remove candy plug and leave them alone for another two weeks. Be
sure to feed them for the next few weeks with sugar syrup, one part sugar to 1 part water. Keep feeding un l they do not
take it up any longer.
Nuc Installa on: Nucs are small beehives. The queen is accepted and is making brood. A er receiving the nuc box, place
on hive stand and remove the plug. The next day if weather permits, (65 degrees is the op mum temperature), set nuc
aside and place new brood box on stand, lightly smoke, install brood frames in the exact order as nuc plus founda on on
the outside of the nuc frames. Look for brood, eggs and brood pa ern. Install feeder, inner cover and lid. Place nuc box
with the stragglers in front of the hive with lid oﬀ. Leave them for two weeks. You will need to feed your bees.
Some of the things you need to look for in the ﬁrst two weeks; undertaker bees removing dead bees, guard bees at en‐
trance, orienta on ﬂights, forager bees bringing in pollen, bees fanning to cool the hive and scen ng with their nasonov
gland. A er two weeks, check for brood or eggs. Always have a purpose when checking the hive and try to be in and out
in 15 minutes.
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April Beekeeping Tips
by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member

4. Check your queens at least once every ten days or two
weeks to make sure your hive is queen right. Make sure
your hives have eggs in some cells. Queens seem to be
las ng, at best, one season. Requeening may be neces‐
sary. Also, pollen coming in the front door is a good
indica on that your hive is queen right. The heavy de‐
mands of spring buildup can cause the queen to fail.
Re‐queen if necessary.

1. April is the month for heavy build‐up of bees. Look out
for swarms and avoid them by giving the bees plenty of
room: an extra super may be in order. Other swarm
control measures, including spli ng hives, may be im‐
portant at this me. Keep a look out for swarm cells
that are posi oned at the edges or bo oms of the 5. A prac ce that is helpful to every beekeeper is to keep a
diary or notebook. Record the condi on of the hive,
frames. Make sure that entrance reducers are re‐
any special observa ons that you made as well as any
moved so that bees can ﬂy freely and not have conges‐
manipula ons you used. You might want to include in
on at the entrance to the hive.
the diary the weather, including temperature, and the
2. Monitor mites in your hives to see if mite treatment is
development of the bloom and honey ﬂows. It is some‐
necessary.
mes interes ng also to note the color of incoming pol‐
len. Keep such a notebook every year and you will not
3. Keep an eye on the honey stores of your hive. Bees can
only learn more about beekeeping but also learn a great
starve in bad weather in April and May. Make sure that
deal about your local plant life (and the varia ons from
your bees always have at least 15 pounds of honey
year to year).
(three western or two deep frames of honey). Feed
your hives if they are light either using sugar syrup, fon‐
dant candy or honey.

Trailer... https://youtu.be/K3-V1j-zMZw
Join the Webinar here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87168261757
Presented by Eugene Interfaith Earthkeepers
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WHAT DOES THE NEW RULING ON
OXALIC ACID IN HONEY MEAN?
MARCH 10, 2021 BY MEGHAN MILBRATH
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

On February 23, 2021, the FDA ﬁnalized a ruling that establishes
an exemp on from the requirement of a tolerance for residues
of oxalic acid in honey and honeycomb. For many, this was no
surprise, as it has been in the works (and open for public com‐
ment) for several months. However, the announcement created
a s r among beekeeping forums and groups, resul ng in a lot of
a en on, and unfortunately a lot of misinforma on being
shared. The purpose of this post is to explain this ruling and
what it means for you and your bees.
The short answer is that this ruling does not change the way you
use oxalic acid in your hives—it does not mean you can use
oxalic acid with honey supers on. The long answer that explains
the reasoning is below. Click here to read more …...
*If you use oxalic acid be sure to check out this important ar cle.
Ar cle was Reprinted with the permission of Megan Milbrath, Michigan State University.
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In the Goldilocks nursery rhyme, Goldilocks entered the bear’s house in
the forest and found three bowls of porridge, three chairs and three
by Dr. Dewey M. Caron
beds. In each instance there was one too hot, one too big, one too hard.
Another one too cold, too big, too so , but the third bowl, chair, bed
were “Just Right”. The ‘goldilocks concept’ is being applied to our success in bees.

Goldilocks Concept

Our ﬁrst examina on of successfully overwintered colonies to tell you what you need to be doing for spring management.
One or some colonies might be too strong, others might be too weak, but a third group will be “Just Right”. The manage‐
ment challenge is to ﬁgure which is which. Beekeepers with fewer than three colonies have a big challenge in ﬁguring out
if colonies are too strong, too weak or just right. But it is not rocket science, you can use common sense.
Too strong colonies will begin to rear drones and the workers will construct queen cups, the earliest beginnings of swarm
prepara ons. Depending on several interrelated factors, the queen will lay eggs in some of those cups which is the ﬁrst
visible beginning sign to us as beekeepers that the colony is preparing to swarm. Factors, besides rearing of drones, in‐
clude hive ven la on, crowding, size of brood area, age of queen and the queen’s ability to produce queen substance in
suﬃcient amount for the growing popula on and the ability of workers to distribute the queen’s pheromone daily to eve‐
ry worker in the hive. For too strong colonies, we may need to ﬂa en the growth curve due to swarming “fever”.
Colonies too weak o en dominate our management me. Weak colonies may starve, may fail to grow or grow too slowly
to become suﬃciently populated to take advantage of spring pollen and nectar availability. We can feed, unite and/or
bolster with brood and/or nurse‐age bees. When bees and/or brood are taken from a strong colony we might be able to
bolster the weak and reduce the strength of the strong colony to more closely obtain Just Right condi ons of both the too
weak and too strong colony.
The Just Right colonies, hopefully the majority of our spring colonies, will take management me and eﬀort too. Spring
weather will dictate whether we feed, reverse, open up the brood area, add a super or simply con nue to keep tabs on
them as normal spring development proceeds.
Two other Goldilocks concept references have been recently noted. Alison McAfee in latest April American Bee Journal
cited the concept for a Just Right temperature range for shipment of queens in cages. If temperatures go too low or too
high there may adverse eﬀects on queen health. "Every me we put temperature loggers in queen shipments, we have at
least some of the shipments coming back outside of the Goldilocks zone between 15 and 38 degrees" she said.
And another Goldilocks concept relates to winter. A study out of Penn State (Calovi, Mar na et.al. Summer weather con‐
di ons inﬂuence winter survival of honey bees (Apis mellifera) in the northeastern United States. Scien ﬁc Reports,
2021; 11 (1) DOI: 10.1038/s41598‐021‐81051‐8 concluded that “Winter survival of honey bee colonies is strongly inﬂu‐
enced by summer temperatures and precipita on in the prior year, ….ﬁndings suggest that honey bees have a 'goldilocks'
preferred range of summer condi ons outside of which their probability of surviving the winter falls.
Oh and now that baseball has opened the Goldilocks principle can be applied to the ba er a emp ng to hit the pitched
ball. He is seeking the “sweet spot’ so the ba ed ball is a home run or ﬁnds the opening in the ﬁelders defense. It is the
Just right – the Goldilocks ‐ spot.
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WAS MINI-CONFERENCE
April 28, 2021
7:00-9:00 p.m. (Mountain Standard Time)
Soldiers, Veterans and Bees
Please join us for this month's Free Zoom webinar
generously sponsored by

Olivarez Honey Bees!
Register here
Speakers and Moderator:
Lessons Learned and Observations from Five Years of Training Service Members for Agricultural Vocations
Speaker: Gary LaGrange, Retired Army Colonel, Founder of Service member Agricultural Vocation Education (SAVE) at
Golden Prairie Farms in Manhattan, Kansas

Therapeutic Benefits of Beekeeping from a Clinical Perspective
Speaker: Shari LaGrange-Aulich, Clinical Psychologist and beekeeper, SAVE, Manhattan, KS
Moderator:
Ray Oliveraz, Olivarez Honey Bees (sponsor of this month's program)
With queens, package, honey and pollination experience, Ray, his family and employees run about 10,000 colonies and are a potential employer for soldiers and veterans in a first-class commercial beekeeping operation.

2021 Oﬃcers and Directors
President:

Brian McGinley

541‐521‐7523

56magoo@gmail.com

Vice‐President: Nancy Ograin

541‐935‐7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Treasurer: Polly Habliston

541‐461‐0339

polly@uoregon.edu

Secretary: Paula Sablosky

541‐206‐7173

mygarden122@gmail.com

Directors:
Jim Rundall

541‐688‐1925

rundall@comcast.net

Fonta Molyneaux

541‐592‐9332

wildeverlas ngfarm@gmail.com

Pam Leavi

541‐344‐4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Lynn Hellwege

541‐513‐2074

lwege4@comcast.net

Brian Jackson

541‐513‐3716

brian.honeypaddle@gmail.com

Past‐President: Mike France
Commi ees:
Library ‐ Anita & Arthur Jones

541‐232‐1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541‐937‐2244

beesherenow@gmail.com

Bee School ‐ Pam Leavi

541‐344‐4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Website / Swarm List ‐ Judy Scher

541‐344‐2114

judyscher@gmail.com

Newsle er Editor ‐ Nancy Ograin

541‐935‐7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Facili es Coordinator ‐ Jim Rundall

541‐688‐1925

rundall@comcast.net

LCBA Scholarships ‐ Katharine Hunt

541‐607‐0106

keehhunt@gmail.com

Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator ‐ Rita Ostrofsky

541‐685‐2875

ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

OMB Regional Representa ve ‐ Rick Olson

541‐997‐3792

rolson2@a global.net

Best Prac ces Liaisons for Lane County ‐ Mike France &
Becky Lemler

541‐232‐1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541‐935‐9527

beesnjrts@outlook.com
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Classiﬁed Ads

Bee‐related classiﬁed ads cost $5.00/month for non‐members and are free to members. Classiﬁed ads
run for three issues and may be renewed by contac ng the editor. Bee‐related business ads start at
$35. To place an ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541‐935‐7065 or via e‐mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com.

Morris Ostrofsky has
Nucs, Hives and Queens for Pre‐order
Nucs in corrugated box: $160.00
5 frame nuc in a corrugated box; Western
frames; 2021 locally raised queen
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)
Nucs in wood nuc box: $200.00
5 frame nuc in a wood nuc box; Western
frames; 2021 locally, raised queen
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)
Complete one story 10 frame hive:
$240.00
2021 locally raised queen; 9/10 Western
frames with bees; new equipment (hive
body,
screened bo om board, cover)
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)
Marked Queens: $40.00
2021 locally raised marked queens; availa‐
ble end of June to allow me to evaluate
her performance
and increase acceptance.
Contact Morris at
ostrofsky@pacinfo.com
541‐685‐2875

Bee Equipment For Sale
Used honey super & deep boxes
Bo om screen boards
Telescoping Lids
For pricing and more info contact
Honey Bee Jen by text
541‐914‐2225

For Sale Mason Bee Cocoons
Package of 50 cocoons, 30 females/20
males $35
Packages comes in a 5 1/2” tube, with
one closed end and one open‐holed
end. Purchased cocoons should be
kept in a container similar to that de‐
scribed above in your refrigerator un l
me to be placed outside in the tube.
Free: Male cocoons for anyone who
wants to provide homes.
To Order Contact:
Polly or Doug Habliston
polly@uoregon.edu
541‐461‐0339

2019 Sun Queen School of Apiary
2021 Beekeeping Mentorship
Full spectrum classes oﬀered live
through zoom 1st Saturday of the
month March ‐ August.
For more info and list of oﬀerings:
Contact: Fonta
www.wildeverlas ng.com
541‐592‐9332
www. .me/sunqueenschool

”Free Assistance for New
Beekeepers”
If you need help or advice in the
construc on of your wooden ware,
LCBA member Lee Yamada is oﬀer‐
ing his woodworking knowledge free
of charge.
Contact Info:
LEE YAMADA
lkyboletes@gmail.com
541‐844‐1206

For discounts on American
Bee Journal subscrip ons
contact Nancy Ograin for
discount form.

2021 LCBA New/Renewal Memberships
$25 per year per calendar year (Jan‐Dec 2021)
per household or family.
Please remit payment to:
LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR 97404
polly@uoregon.edu
Membership forms for new members and re‐
newals are available on the LCBA website.
Click here to access.

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION
The LCBA newsle er is published eleven mes a year by the Lane
County Beekeepers Associa on, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR
97404. Sample copies may be requested from the editor. Copy‐
right resides with individual contributors. If you would like to re‐
print anything you see here, please contact the editor. Permission
is normally granted freely for non‐proﬁt use. For adver sements,
please contact the editor or the associa on treasurer by the ﬁrst of
the month.
Editor: Nancy Ograin
541‐935‐7065 nancy.ograin@gmail.com
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Links

http://www.lcbaor.org/
https://orsba.org/

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb
Friday in the Apiary
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
mb/friday‐apiary

Bee Informed
Partnership
https://beeinformed.org/

Honey Bee Lab
Pollinator Health

Honey Bee Health
Coalition

Tools for Varroa Management
& Supporting Videos
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

Oregon Bee Project

Best Management Practices for Bee Health
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
hivehealthbmps

Bee Diagnostics

PolliNation Podcast

Varroa Management Decision Tool
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://www.honey.com/

Beltsville Bee Lab
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis
The go to for American foulbrood.

Honey Bee Health
Resources, Research and Beekeeping
videos
https://bee-health.extension.org/

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance
Free Beekeeping in Oregon
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186

