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October 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 President’s Message  
 

         Brian McGinley, LCBA President                 

Well I got my wish…..RAIN!  In last month’s newsletter, I was imploring 

the skies to rain on us after enduring a really hot summer and early fall. 

Thankfully, the rain has been coming in measured waves to give us fair 

days to finish up hive preparation chores for winter.  I am feeling pretty 

good right now with my list of chores.  I have installed mite strips, re-

placed syrup feeders with sugar cakes, and put away unneeded equip-

ment.  My bees’ cloudy reaction to my intrusions during these chores 

makes me half-believe they’re ungrateful for my help (Ouch!). Ah well, 

life with bees, eh? I hope your winterizing efforts are also going well. 

As many of you know, October brings us the State Beekeepers Association 

Conference in Florence, Oregon.  I have scanned the agenda and see lots 

of interesting topics crammed into three short days.  Thankfully, OSBA 

has chosen to hold this gathering in person and virtually thereby opening 

the discussions up to more folks. I hope you got your reservations in for 

the early bird discount.  

On a somewhat related note, our board members will be meeting soon to 

catch up on standing and new business. One of those items will be dis-

cussing a timeline for reconvening in-person monthly meetings. The sta-

tus of COVID infections this winter will clearly influence that timeline in 

2022, but I am sure some folks are pining for the in-person meeting for-

mat.  If you have thoughts on this topic please reach out to one of the 

board members (listed in the newsletter) and share your thoughts. Also 

our year-end club budget looks healthy, which should allow us to contin-

ue our annual support of regional bee research. Always a satisfying ges-

ture to end the year with. 

Hope to see you at our next virtual meeting. 
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LCBA’s October meeting will have an early presentation 
then our general meeting.  Heike Williams, OSU Honeybee 
Biological Assistant,  will talk about “Oxalic Acid” at our 
early session and the general meeting will feature Dr. Dew-
ey Caron on “Reducing Our Fall Colony Losses”.    

The meetings will be recorded for those who are unable to 
attend.  You may attend one or both presentations.  Log in 
a few minutes early. 

We will finish out our yearly meetings via zoom and hope 
to start the 2022 year with meetings at Trinity United 
Church again.  

Date:   Tuesday,  October 19, 2021 

Early Presentation:  Program begins at 6:15pm 

Announcements & General Meeting:   Begin at 7:00 pm   

Join Zoom Meeting by clicking on link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89117783694?

pwd=VnJoVjVKZ21wY3FNcWp6WTY4dGpoZz09 

Meeting ID:  891 1778 3694 
Passcode:      389593 

One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,89117783694#,,,,*389593# US (Tacoma) 

Dial by your location 
      +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

Meeting ID:  891 1778 3694 
Passcode:      389593 

Find your local number:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keFAIEGi8w 

Download the ZOOM program at https://zoom.us/. 
Click “Sign up it’s Free”.   

If you have any questions contact Nancy at: 
nancy.ograin@gmail.com or 541-935-7065. 

Upcoming Events & Announcements 

 October 22th-24th - OSBA 2021 Fall Conference 
Location:  Florence, Oregon 
It's not too late to sign up. See page 9. 
For complete information visit their website: 
https://orsba.org/ 

October Virtual Meeting 

          Honey Donations 

If you get any extra honey this year 
after extracting and would like to 
share with LCBA please contact 
Katharine Hunt. Proceeds benefit the 
Honey Bee Research at OSU and oth-
er educational programs. 

keehhunt@gmail.com 

Tentative Upcoming Meeting Topics 

Nov    Mellifera MythBusters 
  Speaker:  Morris Ostrofsky, LCBA 

       Oregon Master Beekeeper  
Based on a popular Discovery program “MythBusters”, 
Morris will provide bee myths and you will be asked 
whether the myth will be “busted, “confirmed” or 
“plausible”. 

Dec     No Meeting 

If you have any requests or ideas for meeting topics for 
next year contact Fonta at www.wildeverlasting.com. 

October Must Do’s 

*Get your winter feed on. If needed.

*Get your moisture boxes ready to install. Rain has arrived!

*Get your pollen patties on if you plan on using them.

*Don’t forget Judy’s pet peeve  -  Be sure your queen
    excluders are removed! 

See Chuck’s beekeeping tips on page 7. 

 Kevin McMahon  & 
       Stacey Findley          Eugene 

    Rebecca Polich          Eugene 
    Michelle Spurlock & 

  Mekyael Camara           Vida 

Welcome New Members 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89117783694?pwd=VnJoVjVKZ21wY3FNcWp6WTY4dGpoZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89117783694?pwd=VnJoVjVKZ21wY3FNcWp6WTY4dGpoZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keFAIEGi8w
https://zoom.us/
mailto:nancy.ograin@gmail.com
https://orsba.org/
mailto:keehhunt@gmail.com
http://www.wildeverlasting.com
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The Oregon State Beekeepers Association (OSBA) Fall Confer-
ence in Florence on October 22-24 is a celebration of the 100th 
anniversary. Every year they hold an auction as an important 
fund raiser for research for  the Honey Bee Lab at OSU.  

Members are asked to donate items for the auction.  For the second year in a row, Janine Piercey, LCBA member and 
artist, has donated items with images of her amazing painting she has created. These include mugs, notecards, totes,  
apron and a beautiful canvas print of our favorite pollinator.  I hope you will log onto the auction to view the great items 
she has generously donated and place a bid. All money raised will be matched by Glory Bee, up to $15,000! This an oppor-
tunity to add to the research dollars earned at the auction. If you have items you'd like to donate, please log onto the 
OSBA website, https://orsba.org/ and click on the 2021 Conference. You will find the link to the Silent and Benefit Auction, 
which will give you all the information you need to offer your item.          

OSBA Auction 

  by Pam Leavitt, LCBA Board Member 

President: The president shall be the principal executive 
officer of the association and shall preside at all the 
meetings of the members and of the board of directors. 
Duties include writing a monthly article for the LCBA 
newsletter. 

Vice-President: In the absent of the president, the vice-
president shall perform the duties of the president and 
also any other duties as may be assigned by the presi-
dent or the board of directors. Maintain the inventory of 
property belonging to the association. 

Secretary: The secretary shall keep the minutes of the 
meeting of the members and of the board of directors 
and also perform any other duties as may be assigned by 
the president or by the board of directors. 

Treasurer: The treasurer shall have charge and custody 
of and be responsible for all funds of the association, 
make payments for debts incurred by the association, 
and produce an annual budget to be approved by the 
board. Also perform any other duties as may be as as-
signed by the president or by the board of directors. 

Directors: Directors shall attend board meetings and act 
on behalf of the membership in all matters before the 
board. 

Duties of the Officers & Directors LCBA Elections 

Elections for the 2022 LCBA Officers and Directors will take 
place at the LCBA November meeting.  We have the follow-
ing members in our Slate of Officers.  It is not too late to put 
your name on our list.  Contact one of the members below if 
interested or would like more information.   

President:       Brian McGinley 
Vice-President:       Nancy Ograin 
Secretary:       Paula Sablosky 
Treasurer:       Polly Habliston 

Directors (5):    Matt Stouder, Fonta Molyneaux, 
  Pam Leavitt, Lynn Hellwege, 
  Brian Jackson 

Candidates bios will be in the November newsletter. 

Katharine Hunt          keehhunt@gmail.com   541-607-0106 

Pam Leavitt   pamseaver2000@yahoo.com   541-344-4228                                         

Nancy Ograin       nancy.ograin@gmail.com   541-935-7065 

To Bid on Auction Items 

You do not have to attend the conference or be an 
OSBA member to participate in the online silent auc-
tion and the on-site benefit auction.  Click on link be-
low to view auction items donated to date and to start 
bidding!  Janine’s  items are there. 

OSBAFundraisingAuction 

Janine’s Piercey’s Artwork 

https://orsba.org/
mailto:keehhunt@gmail.com
mailto:pamseaver2000@yahoo.com
mailto:nancy.ograin@gmail.com
https://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/auctionhome.action?vhost=orbeekeepersassoc
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Ask a Beekeeper: 
 

At our September meeting last month, a question was asked regarding if we should be feeding or not feeding honeybees 
pollen patties right now.  At our August meeting, Andony Melathopoulos talked about this in his presentation on “What 
Are My Bees Doing in August?”.  Pam Leavitt emailed Andony for clarification and also Ramesh Sagili. Below are their re-
sponses: 

Andony's Response:  It's an open question.  On one hand, pollen leads to brood, and brood rearing is associated with 
short-lived workers (i.e., long-lived winter bees typically don't do much brood rearing). 

On the other hand, the nutrients in the pollen may be stored in the winter bees themselves.  Most studies have not shown 
a benefit from fall pollen feeding... but there also haven't been all that many studies. 

Ramesh's Response:  My suggestion is to feed protein supplements to your colonies if your colonies do not have adequate 
pollen stores. This year many beekeepers in the state have encountered poor bee forage (nectar and pollen) due to unu-
sually high temperatures. Protein feeding will help bees in areas where the foraging resources (especially pollen) were 
impacted. 

Other Important Thoughts from LCBA Member Ken Ograin:  Observe your bees going into the hive. If you see them bring-
ing in pollen, your hive is mostly doing just fine.  Most pollen patties contain pollen substitute, not real pollen.  One that 
does is Global Patties which has 15% real pollen. You want to buy patties with at least 4% pollen substitute.  If you do not 
see your bees bringing in pollen go ahead and put in pollen patties and continue feeding them until they don’t consume it.    

Andony mentioned in his August presentation that once you start feeding pollen patties you have to continue through 
winter if they are consuming it. The reason you have to keep feeding is they rear brood with it and if you stop feeding, 
they can’t feed the brood.  Andony suggests feeding with 15% pollen. 

  

Excess Moisture: Bees create moisture in the hive dur-
ing winter. Too much moisture and humidity in the hive 
can cause condensation in the hive, which in turn can 
drip cold water on your bees and cause them to die. To 
combat this you need some type of ventilation and 
something to absorb the moisture.  

There are different methods you can use:  Moisture 
box, foam insulation board or a Vivaldi Board.  

Andony Melathopoulos, OSU Pollinator Health Exten-
sion recommends beekeepers provide at least 3/4 
square inches of ventilation in every hive during the 
winter . Some beekeepers prefer to drill auger holes in 
the hive bodies or use spacers or inner covers designed 
to allow air ventilation. Then, you need some kind of 
insulation under the lid.  He suggests 1” rigid insulation 
on the top of the inner cover under the lid. Use a brick 
on top to secure.  Andony prefers this over burlap. 

See article in LCBA’s Oct 2020 newsletter posted on our 
website. 

http://www.lcbaor.org/
Newsletters/
BeeNewsOct20.pdf 

 

 

 
Moisture Boxes        

 

http://www.lcbaor.org/Newsletters/BeeNewsOct20.pdf
http://www.lcbaor.org/Newsletters/BeeNewsOct20.pdf
http://www.lcbaor.org/Newsletters/BeeNewsOct20.pdf
http://www.lcbaor.org/Newsletters/BeeNewsOct20.pdf#page=8
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Honey Bees Have Developed a Way to Transform 
Pollen Particles into a Viscoelastic Pellet 

 

By Georgia Institute of Technology,  October 7, 2021 
 

New research led by Georgia Tech's College of Engineering finds that 
honey bees have developed a way to transform pollen particles into 
a viscoelastic (a substance exhibiting both elastic and viscous behav-
ior when deformed) pellet, allowing them to transport pollen effi-
ciently, quickly, and reliably to their hive. The study also suggests the 
insects remove pollen from their bodies at speeds 2–10 times slower 
than their typical grooming speeds. 

To collect and transport pollen, honey bees mix pollen particles with regurgitated nectar and form it into a pellet, which 
clings to each of their hind legs. The honey bees then deposit the pellets into a cell within the hive by carefully scraping 
them off using their other legs. 

The study, from the lab of George W. Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering Professor David Hu, sought to better un-
derstand the mechanics of this process which could inspire new ways to manufacture and manipulate soft materials. Hu 
holds a joint appointment in the School of Biological Sciences.  The paper, "Biomechanics of Pollen Removal By the Honey 
Bee," is published in the Journal of the Royal Society Interface. 

"We measured the viscoelastic material properties of a pollen pellet," said Marguerite Matherne, a recent Georgia Tech 
mechanical engineering Ph.D. graduate who now teaches at Northeastern University. "We found that the pellets have a 
really long relaxation time, which means they remain mostly in a solid form during the transport process. This is good be-
cause it keeps the pellet from melting or falling apart from vibration during flight." 

Matherne and the Georgia Tech research team also tried to replicate how honey bees remove the pellets from their hind 
legs in the lab. They built a device that scraped adhered pollen pellets from bee legs. The invention produced two discover-
ies. The first was that the honey bees were much more efficient in removing the pellet than the scraping device they built 
(the device left much more pollen residue on the leg). They also found that slower removal speeds reduce the force and 
work required to remove pellets under shear stress. 

"If you remove it slowly, you can avoid applying the excessive force required to remove it quickly," said Hu, Matherne's for-
mer Georgia Tech advisor. "Removing a pollen pellet is like the opposite of ripping off a Band-Aid." 

Matherne said that there are two key components to the efficiency of the honey bees transporting these pellets. First, 
the pellets are gooey, allowing them to stick to the hind legs. But, she said, the bees also have a special structure on their 
legs called the corbicula. It's fringed with long, curved hairs and becomes embedded into the pellet, allowing for adhesion. 

In addition, honey bees can collect pollen particles in various shapes and sizes, while also developing a way to transport 
them. This is different from other species of bees, which only collect and carry specific types of pollen that are similar in 
size. They also use different transport techniques.  

"Honey bees collect from flowers miles and miles away," said Hu. "The pollen can change in size by a factor of 10. They 
must collect all these individual particles and bring it back to one place. And they must do a dozen foraging trips each day, 
all while keeping their bodies clean. They solve it all by this special method they created to exploit the pellet's soft material 
properties." 

The research team believes further studies could lead to new developments in medical patches or fastener applications for 
soft materials.  "It's kind of like smart gooey Velcro for soft materials," said Hu. "It could be a fastener and it knows when 
you're trying to remove it so that you don't have to use an excessive amount of force." 

Matherne suggests that it's also important to understand the pollinating process since 35% of the world's crop production 
depends on pollinators. 

"Honey bees are really important pollinators," said Matherne. "If we want to create a world where we can keep up our pol-
linators, I think it's important to understand exactly what they're doing." 

Honey Bee Removing Pollen  
YouTube Video  

https://phys.org/tags/honey/
https://phys.org/tags/bees/
https://phys.org/tags/pollen/
https://youtu.be/c8wrlSslKfA
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The August general meeting was “Allergies and 
Bee Stings” presented by Dr. Jason Friesen 
with the Oregon Allergy Associates.  Dr. Friesen 
had a lot of good information and if you missed 

it you can view his presentation on YouTube.  Contact Nancy Ograin for link.  

Bee stings are the most common cause of fatalities from envenomation (venom poisoning) in the U.S.  
Roughly 40 deaths occur each year from anaphylaxis.   When tested for reaction, the venoms of the various insects can be 
detected.  Prevalence of venom allergy is generally thought to be between 0.4% and 3.0% of the general population. Chil-
dren account for 0.4-0.08%  and adults for 3% in adults.  Allergic reactions to stings develop over time.   

Public enemy number one are yellowjackets!  Yellowjackets are aggressive and build nests in the ground. They are attract-
ed to food and sources of water.   Yellow faced and bald faced hornets will aggressively defend their nest, but they are not 
as aggressive as yellowjackets. Their nests look like a football and hang from trees. Paper wasps make nests under eaves, 
decks or bins. You can see the individual cells within the nest. They are smaller than hornets with a thin “waist”. Honey-
bees are not very aggressive and have a barbed stinger. Bumblebees are also not very aggressive and are a rare cause for 
allergies. 

There are four different types of sting reactions: usual, large local, anaphylactic and toxic.  

Usual - The usual reaction has swelling, erythema (reddening of the skin, usually in patches) and pain lasting minutes to a 
few hours. The best therapy seems to be ice.   

Large-Local:  A large local reaction has more extensive erythema (redness of skin) and swelling.  It can continue to enlarge 
in one to two days, then resolve itself over a few more days (five to six).  This swelling should be connected to the sting 
site.  You can be stung in the wrist and swell up to the shoulder and that is still considered large local reaction.  You will 
swell outward not inward.  So if you are stung in the neck, you will still be able to breathe with this type of reaction.  If you 
get stung in the forehead and your eyes can swell shut.  This is still considered a large local reaction if it clears up in a few 
days.  Large local reactions are concerning, but not life threatening.  

Anaphylactic & Toxic:  Toxic reactions are very obvious and very rare.  This is where you get stung enough times and now 
you have enough venom that that it starts doing things to you.  In a typical adult we are talking about a 100, if not more 
than a 1,000 strings to get to the point for a life threatening reaction.  If stung a few 100 times you can get symptoms  
from just the venom that look like an allergic reaction, but some are different.  Symptoms include nausea, vomiting, diar-
rhea, headache, vertigo, syncope (fainting), convulsions and fever.   

Anaphylaxis or allergic reactions are unpredictable. They can be mild one time and severe the next. The most common 
symptoms include hives, swelling, asthma, bronchospasm, throat swelling, low blood pressure and GI symptoms.  Most 
important is that reactions start happening away from the sting area.  

The likelihood of an anaphylactic reaction to future insect stings is about 30% to 60% in untreated patients with insect al-
lergies.  If the patient is on immunotherapy the risk is less than 5% and after ten years 10% if patient completed a five-year 
course of immunotherapy.  Patient age and severity of reaction can also play a role.  Older patients can have more severe 
reactions  and are at greater risk.  Risk is based on the severity of previous reactions.   

Dr. Friesen said that they don’t usually treat large local reactions with immunotherapy and epi-pens.  One caveat is 
“beekeepers”.  If they have a concern, then they will prescribe an epi-pen.     

Diagnosis of allergies involves a small amount of various venoms being placed under the skin (intradermal testing).  Yel-
lowjackets and hornets are mixed into one test solution and honeybees are in a different solution.  Honeybee sting reac-
tions are stronger and more painful.  Blood testing is also used in conjunction with the skin testing to catch all the aller-
gies.   

Treatment of everyday stings start with antihistamines.  If the symptoms go beyond your skin, anaphylactic reaction, then 
an epi-pen is recommended. If a drop in blood pressure occurs (causing a lack of oxygen to the brain or the heart to have 
arrhythmia), then an epi-pen is also needed. Epi-pens do last longer than their expiration date if taken care of.  Do not 
store in a hot car glove compartment.   

continued on page 7 

 

 

 

September Meeting Highlights 
       by Paula Sablosky, LCBA Secretary 
         

Dr. Jason Friesen 
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                                                 Venom immunotherapy is 
used for severe reactions.  It is a series of injections to 
desensitize your body to the venom. It  builds up over 
four months and contains the proteins that your body 
reacts negatively to.  This therapy is done over a series 
of years and is highly successful in helping your body 
adapt.    

Dr. Friesen said that using honey as a therapy for aller-
gies might work on a limited basis. Honey contains lo-
cal pollens which when  eaten  can desensitize people 
with allergic symptoms. However, the major allergenic 
pollens; grass, cedar, oak, and ragweed do not tend to 
be collected by bees and so are either not present in 
honey or are in very low concentrations. Honey as a 
cough suppressant does work, especially for children. 
One tablespoon every two hours or as needed. 

Thank you Dr. Friesen for all the great information.  

Dr. Jason Friesen 
Oregon Allergy Associates 
1488 Oak St. 
Eugene, OR  

541-689-1577 

highlights continued 

1. All mite strips and treatments should be removed 
some time in October, depending on which type of 
treatment was used and when it was placed in the 
hive.  

2. Entrance reducers, if used, should be on the hives. 
Watch for yellowjackets although we have been able 
to reduce their attacks by using pheromone traps.  All 
hives need to be tipped forward slightly to shed rain 
over the winter.  Hives should also be placed off the 
ground and be provided with wind shelter. 

3. Late feeding can sometimes continue until mid or late 
October as long as the temperature remains above 50 
degrees.  Feed light hives a mixture of 2:1 sugar and 
water.  Bees should have about 50 pounds of honey 
for the winter. 

4. Successful wintering depends on a good hive popula-
tion with good health, a good and productive queen, 
and adequate stores of honey for the winter.  Make 
sure your hive has these requirements and next spring 
you can watch the bees burst from the hive ready for 
the new season. 

 

October Beekeeping Tips 
       by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member     
         

http://www.oregonallergyassociates.com
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At the October meeting I will discuss the latest Pacific 
Northwest Bee Loss Survey.  I have a 13 year record for 
the loss levels of the LCBA members.  The average loss-

es have been 31%.  This past winter 32% loss rate was right at average.  Almost triple the number of beekeepers had 
100% winter survival as those that had total winter loss.  These numbers were volunteered by the 38 LCBA members 
completing  the annual loss survey. One concern was the number of participants was 17 fewer than the previous year; 
approximately 25% of club membership.   

When asked for a reason for the cause of their losses, half indicated varroa mites.  Others said weak colonies or poor 
overwintering conditions were responsible, several indicated queens and others didn’t know.  

We have good research to show varroa mites are the leading cause of death (~75%) of our managed colonies.  I will dis-
cuss what managements promote better survival for LCBA and the Oregon beekeepers based on the survey results.  One 
management that can reduce losses is monitoring. We need to know how many mites are present as we have to assume 
our colonies have mites. Monitoring provides a number which can help us target mite control managements.  In Tools for 
Varroa Management I have suggested if this number exceeds 2% of mites on adults (sampling using alcohol wash or pow-
dered sugar shake) as a baseline for such a  decision.   

Varroa mite populations typically exceed damaging levels in the fall. One explanation for rapid population increase is hori-
zontal (colony to colony) transmission via robbing of weakened “mite bomb” colonies.  The Bee Informed Partnership 
(BIP) is monitoring  varroa loads in multiple apiaries across the US.  They found that even after treatments, varroa popula-
tion growth rates often far exceed predicted levels based on varroa reproduction rates alone. This suggests that mites are 
immigrating into colonies from an outside source, most likely nearby colonies. Mite monitoring shows mite levels fre-
quently exceeding a 3% level even in colonies being treated.  

Crowding of colonies within apiaries and throughout the landscape has been shown to increase varroa infestations due to 
bees more likely moving between colonies. Colonies can acquire mites when their bees rob other mite infested, weakly 
defended colonies. The drift of bees into non-birth colonies increases when the bees have been parasitized by mites. Rob-
bing behavior is especially prevalent in the fall when colonies with unchecked varroa infestations start to collapse. Late 
fall is a critical time period when we need  low mite loads and healthy colonies for winter survival. Re-infestation of var-
roa during this period can undo the effects of previous mite management.  

To test the hypothesis that robbing of mite weakened (mite bomb) colonies is the reason for this sharp increase in mite 
numbers in fall colonies, Kelly Kulhanek at University of Maryland set up  nine apiaries each with four colonies, 36 colo-
nies total. In the center she marked the bees of the four donor colonies.  Two hives had high mite numbers and two with 
lower mite numbers. She surrounded these four colonies with eight apiaries within 1/2 a mile to one mile distance.  Each 
hive was fitted with a camera programed to recognize the two colors (blue for low-mite  and red for high mite). She also 
placed robber screens on half of the colonies in the satellite apiaries.  

What she found was that the marked bees were visiting the apiaries within 1/2 mile, but surprisingly 80% came from the 
low mite donor colonies. More bees from the low mite colonies were detected in the receiver apiaries than the bees from 
high mite colonies. Colonies with visitation of bees from either the high or low mite donor colonies had higher mite levels 
than the colonies not visited, but this did not greatly increase their mite numbers any differently than other colonies. The 
colonies with robber screens had lower increases. Screening to reduce visitations from bees from other colonies seemed 
to help reduce mite increase.  

Kelly concluded from her experiment that the results did not support the two leading theories regarding mite immigra-
tion; the “mite bomb” theory (bees from high mite colonies emigrating to collapsing colonies), or the “robbing” theory 
(robbing bees return home with mites from collapsing colonies).  She proposed another explanation of colony permissive-
ness. Colonies permitted more presumably short term visiting bees experienced greater mite population growth than 
their less permissive counterparts.   

You can read her study at Scientific Reports Volume 11, Number: 7092 “Varroa destructor population growth in honey 
bee (Apis mellifera) colonies is associated with visitation from non-natal bees.”   The potential host-parasite effects to bee 
behavior, as well as important management implications both for varroa treatment regimens and breeding varroa re-
sistant bees are discussed. 

  Bee Losses, Mite Bombs & Robbing Bees 
        by Dr. Dewey M. Caron 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-86558-8
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A reminder that you can still register on-line for the 2021 OSBA Fall Conference.  We will meet both in Florence, 

Oregon, and online, October 22-24. On site, we will follow state & county mandates, including face coverings, 

and rules of the Florence Events Center throughout the conference. We also will be using the Center’s infrared 

technology to measure temperature at the door. 

 

You can find the agenda and an overview of presentations, special events, and other activities at:  https://

orsba.org/2021-fall-conference/.  
 

Online registration remains open, and we invite everyone to register as early as possible to help with confer-

ence planning. 

 

If you would like to attend, but are not yet sure whether in person or online, just mark that you are undecided. 

Conference programs will be mailed to those attending both online and undecided. If you then choose to 

attend in person, just bring the program with you to the coast. 

 

We look forward to your joining us this year, our centennial! All registrants will have access to conference re-

cordings until December 31, 2021. 

 

Please note that we still have space for donations to the online Silent Auction and/or the on-site Benefit Auc-

tion and for entries to this year's conference Honey Show (including cookies :). 

 

We thank all who have already registered. And we appreciate all who are already participating in the events. 

Everyone is welcome to donate/bid, to submit Honey Show entries, and to attend the General Membership 

Meeting on Saturday, October 23 at 4:30 pm—whether or not registered for the conference.  

Stay well, 

Rosanna 

Oregon State Beekeepers Association 

 

 

 

https://orsba.org/2021-fall-conference/
https://orsba.org/2021-fall-conference/
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 2021 Officers and Directors 
President:     Brian McGinley 541-521-7523  56magoo@gmail.com 

Vice-President:  Nancy Ograin 541-935-7065 nancy.ograin@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Polly Habliston 541-461-0339 polly@uoregon.edu 

Secretary: Paula Sablosky 541-206-7173 mygarden122@gmail.com 

Directors:     

            Jim Rundall 541-688-1925             fjrundall@comcast.net  

            Fonta Molyneaux 541-592-9332 wildeverlastingfarm@gmail.com  

            Pam Leavitt  541-344-4228   pamseaver2000@yahoo.com 

            Lynn Hellwege    541-513-2074 lwege4@comcast.net  

            Brian Jackson 541-513-3716 brian.honeypaddle@gmail.com  

Past-President:  Mike France 541-232-1610           michaelj62@gmail.com 

Committees:    

Library - Anita & Arthur Jones 541-937-2244                  beesherenow@gmail.com 

Bee School -  Pam Leavitt 541-344-4228 pamseaver2000@yahoo.com 

Website / Swarm List -  Judy Scher 541-344-2114                   judyscher@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor -  Nancy Ograin   541-935-7065                  nancy.ograin@gmail.com 

Facilities Coordinator - Jim Rundall 541-688-1925  fjrundall@comcast.net  

LCBA Scholarships - Katharine Hunt  541-607-0106                  keehhunt@gmail.com 

Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator - Rita Ostrofsky   541-685-2875           ostrofsky@pacinfo.com 

OMB Regional Representative - Rick Olson                                            541-997-3792  rolson2@attglobal.net 

Best Practices Liaisons for Lane County  - Mike France &   541-232-1610           michaelj62@gmail.com 

                                                                           Becky Lemler 541-935-9527 beesnjrts@outlook.com  

Extractor Information 

The c  lub has si x, three frame extractors with hot knives for use 
by its members. These are on a reserved use basis.  Please limit 
your use to no more than three days, and always clean the ex-
tractor before returning or passing along to the next member.  
Extractors clean very easily if cleaned with warm soapy water 
and flushed out with a garden hose after you finish for the day.  
If you wait until the next day cleaning is more difficult. These 
units are easy to use and  transport.  

Eugene, Cal Young Area - Pam Leavitt - 541-344-4228 

Eugene, North River Road Area - Katie James  541-688-4111  
 

Springfield -  Justin Boe  541-214-2614 

Pleasant Hill - Tina & John Franklin  541-953-2028 

Elmira -  Ken Ograin   541-935-7065 

Creswell -  Amy Sierzega  541-505-4033  
 

Remember--return it on time, and return it clean! 

  

Refractometer 

LCBA has three refractometers to check the mois-
ture  content in your honey. Remember honey is 
not honey unless the moisture content is 18.2% or 
below. Since we no longer have in-person 
meetings, you can call or email to schedule a time 
with one of our members below to have them 
check out your honey.  
 

Eugene-Judy Scher, 541-344-2114 
judyscher@gmail.com 
 

Elmira-Ken Ograin  541-935-7065 
woodrt@ pacinfo.com 
 

Cottage Grove - Francis Rothauge 
541-520-8391 (no email) 

mailto:56magoo@gmail.com
mailto:polly@uoregon.edu
mailto:mygarden122@gmail.com
mailto:fjrundall@comcast.net
mailto:fjrundall@comcast.net
mailto:wildeverlastingfarm@gmail.com
mailto:pamseaver2000@yahoo.com
mailto:michaelj62@gmail.com
mailto:michaelj62@gmail.com
mailto:beesherenow@gmail.com
mailto:beesherenow@gmail.com
mailto:pamseaver2000@yahoo.com
mailto:judyscher@gmail.com
mailto:nancy.ograin@gmail.com
mailto:nancy.ograin@gmail.com
mailto:fjrundall@comcast.net
mailto:fjrundall@comcast.net
mailto:keehhunt@gmail.com
mailto:keehhunt@gmail.com
mailto:ostrofsky@pacinfo.com
mailto:ostrofsky@pacinfo.com
mailto:rolson2@attglobal.net
mailto:michaelj62@gmail.com
mailto:michaelj62@gmail.com
mailto:beesnjrts@outlook.com
mailto:judyscher@gmail.com
mailto:woodrt@%20pacinfo.com


11 

 

Bee-related classified ads cost $5.00/month for non-members and are free to members.  Classified ads 
run for three issues and may be renewed by contacting the editor.  Bee-related business ads start at 

$35.  To place an ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541-935-7065 or via e-mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com. 

Classified Ads 

2021 LCBA New/Renewal Memberships  
 

$25 per year per calendar year (Jan-Dec 2021)
per household or family. 
Please remit payment to: 
 

LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston 
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR  97404 
polly@uoregon.edu 
 

Membership forms for new members and re-
newals are available on the LCBA website.  
Click here to  access.  

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION 

The LCBA newsletter is published eleven times a year by the Lane 
County Beekeepers Association, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR  
97404.  Sample copies may be requested from the editor. Copy-
right resides with individual contributors.  If you would like to re-
print anything you see here, please contact the editor.  Permission 
is normally granted freely for non-profit use. For advertisements, 
please contact the editor or the association treasurer by the first of 
the month.  

Editor: Nancy Ograin 
  541-935-7065   nancy.ograin@gmail.com 

For discounts on American 

Bee Journal subscriptions 

contact Nancy Ograin for 

discount form.  

”Free Assistance for New  
Beekeepers” 

 

If you need help or advice in the 
construction of your wooden ware, 
LCBA member Lee Yamada is offer-
ing his woodworking knowledge free 
of charge. 
 

Contact Info:  
LEE YAMADA 
lkyboletes@gmail.com 
541-844-1206 

FOR SALE - Wax Foundation & 
Pollen Traps 

 

Bees Wax Foundation: 
4-3/4” shallow size 
5-5/8" western size 
6-5/8" semi-deep size 
Available in a 12-1/2 lb box for $50 
Smaller amounts at $5.00/lb 
These prices are about 50% of new cat-
alog prices.   
 

Bottom-Style Pollen Traps 
3 available $25 each  
Collection drawer slides out at 
front of hive.  Used, in excellent condi-
tion.   
Please call for details.  
Kenny Williams, 541- 456-2631 in 
Blodgett, OR. 

FOR SALE:   Maxant Stainless 
 Steel Radial Extractor 

Model 1400-P 
 

Holds 10 deep or 20 medium/shallow 
frames radially, wood or plastic. 
 

26” in diameter, 26.5” high, 43” high 
w/legs, which are included.  
 

1/3 hp. Motor 
 

Asking  $1400.00, paid $1500.00 + 
200.00 shipping . Used once.  
 

Please call Vienna 541-942-1635 
 

If unavailable please leave message. 

Will call back. Thank you! 

FOR SALE: Rebuilt Antique Howe 
Platform Cast Iron Scale 
 

Accurate 
I am offering it 
to Bee Keepers 
for $200.00   
before I list on 
Craigslist for 
$250.00. 
 

Local pickup   
only, it's very  
heavy. 
 

Please contact Dale at 

hdbeam@msn.com if interested. 

mailto:nancy.ograin@gmail.com
mailto:polly@uoregon.edu
http://www.lcbaor.org/membership.htm
mailto:nancy.ograin@gmail.com
mailto:lkyboletes@gmail.com
mailto:hdbeam@msn.com


Honey Bee Lab  
Pollinator Health  

Oregon Bee Project 
PolliNation Podcast 
Bee Diagnostics 

Beltsville Bee Lab 
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis 

The go to for American foulbrood. 

Links 

http://www.lcbaor.org/ 

https://orsba.org/ 

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb 

Friday in the Apiary 
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/

mb/friday‐apiary 

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance 
Free Beekeeping in Oregon 

https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186 

https://www.honey.com/ 

Honey Bee Health 
Resources, Research and Beekeeping 
videos  
https://bee-health.extension.org/

Tools for Varroa Management 
& Supporting Videos 

https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/ 

Best Management Practices for Bee Health 
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
hivehealthbmps 

Varroa Management Decision Tool 
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/ Honey Bee Health  

Coalition 

Bee Informed 
Partnership 

https://beeinformed.org/ 
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https://www.ars.usda.gov/northeast-area/beltsville-md-barc/beltsville-agricultural-research-center/bee-research-laboratory/docs/bee-disease-diagnosis-service/
https://honeybeelab.oregonstate.edu/
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/pollinator-health/pollinator-health
www.oregonbeeproject.org
www.oregonbeeproject.org
https://honeybeelab.oregonstate.edu/honey-bee-lab/diagnostics
https://www.oregonbeeproject.org/pollination-podcast/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mb/friday-apiary
https://bee-health.extension.org/
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