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November 2021 NEWSLETTER
President’s Message

GENERAL MEETING
Via ZOOM

Brian McGinley, LCBA President
Whether you traveled to Florence to be there in person or par cipated
virtually, I’ll bet you came away thinking that was a really interes ng
OSBA conference in late October. I thought the current bee research we
heard about was complicated (and I’m a sta s cs nerd) but zeroed in on
the cri cal issues facing honey bees today. I le the conference feeling
more enlightened about bees. Plus the presenta ons li ed my hopeful
spirits for the honey bee and made it easy to present our club’s annual
dona ons to local research programs.
On a separate note, I was completely dumbfounded by an interac on
with bees just two days prior to this conference. So I thought I would
share the experience to show that you never know what to expect from
honey bees. On Wednesday, October 20, I receive a swarm call of all
things. Huh? Local residents asked for help with a bee colony nes ng in
their rhododendron bush. Sure. I called back and asked ques ons to conﬁrm they were dealing with paper wasps or hornets. No such luck. So I
drove over to check out the situa on. Check it out!

November 16, 2021
General Mee ng
Topic: “MythBusters”
Speaker: Morris Ostrofsky
Announcements & Program
begin at 6:30pm
Begin logging in at 6:15pm
See page 2 for mee ng details.
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before I could separate it from the bush and place it in a large box. It was too big to ﬁt
in a deep hive box and reminded me of videos of harves ng honey from Asian bee colonies. Two wonders occurred to me
when I saw this colony. First, how did it survive into mid-October with nothing but foliage to protect it. Second, how did
the homeowners not locate it in their front yard earlier. They did no ce more bees in their yard during the summer. It
was a great story and photo to take to the OSBA Conference in Florence to start a conversa on with other beekeepers.
Bees are certainly not boring. See you soon.

2022 January Mee ng
Dr. Ramesh Sagili, OSU Honey Bee Lab, will be speaking to us at our January mee ng next year.
There is NO December mee ng. Hope to see you in
person in January! Happy Holidays!
If you have any requests or ideas for mee ng topics for
next year contact Fonta at www.wildeverlas ng.com.

Fundraiser to Support Dr. Sagili’s OSU Bee Lab
The OSU Bee Lab is funded by research grants and donaons. Each year Dr. Sagili spends a signiﬁcant por on of
his me wri ng grants to support his research, graduate
students and research students. As a result, he has less
me available to engage in the research he loves. The
opera ng expenses of the lab are $500,000 per year.
Oregon State Beekeepers Associa on has set up a fundraiser to help raise monies for Dr. Sagili’s research and
students. The “Save the Bee” Founda on, led by GloryBee, has commi ed to match the ﬁrst $100,000 in dona ons received!
You can make a diﬀerence by dona ng today and help in
raising research funds. Every li le bit helps!
Click on the YouTube video below to learn about their
research.

November Virtual Mee ng
LCBA’s November mee ng presented by Morris Ostrofsky,
“Mellifera MythBusters”, is based on the popular Discovery
program “MythBusters”. In the program Jamie and Adam
address urban myths and a empt, through science and
experimenta on, to declare the myth busted, conﬁrmed
or plausible. You will be provided Mellifera Myths. At the
start of each myth, you will be asked if you think the Myth
will be busted, conﬁrmed or plausible.
The mee ng will be recorded for those who are unable to
a end.
Date: Tuesday, November 16, 2021
Announcements & General Mee ng: Begin at 6:30 pm
Join Zoom Mee ng by clicking on link below:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/84231813671?
pwd=aEN0cVF1UXBrdlA3U0w3QzY3azByQT09
Mee ng ID: 842 3181 3671
Passcode: 098902
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,84231813671#,,,,*098902# US (San Jose)

Dial by your loca on
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Mee ng ID: 842 3181 3671
Passcode: 098902
Find your local number:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbqHbk4hj
Download the ZOOM program at h ps://zoom.us/.
Click “Sign up it’s Free”.
If you have any ques ons contact Nancy at:
nancy.ograin@gmail.com or 541-935-7065.

h ps://youtu.be/Lzx6vqNVMmY

Donate Here
Fundraiser by Rebecca Fain : Help Us Save The Honey Bees
(gofundme.com)

Welcome New Member
Dick Turanski

Eugene
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OSBA Fall Conference

2021 OSBA Fall Conference, Florence Oregon, by Brian McGinley

I was really glad to hear that Oregon State Beekeepers Associa on had selected Florence for its conference venue this
year. It is an easy des na on for most LCBA members and the Oregon Coast is a great fall loca on. I got more excited on
conference week when my calendar shi ed enough to a end Saturday in Florence rather than in virtual reality at my desk.
Saturday was a great me to wallow in the science and technology of beekeeping. Mind you, OSBA did a great job of
oﬀering a virtual view of these presenta ons for those that chose to stay home, which I took advantage of on Friday and
Sunday. Virtual delivery of conference topics is not an easy task based on my experiences with other conferences, so special kudos to OSBA for their eﬀorts. The high number of audience ques ons to presenters from virtual par cipants was a
good indicator of success. Well done, OSBA!
The spectrum of presenta ons, most on Saturday and Sunday, was sure to peak the interests of all par cipants. It included pure nerd-science topics like varroa mite behavior, honey bee nutri on and queen reproduc ve health. Applica on
sciences were also presented such as mite treatment comparisons, pes cide impacts to honey bees, and foraging habitat
needs for honey bees. And ﬁnally mixed in with these science eﬀorts were lighter topics like the history of bees in the
new world, honey judging details, overwintering tac cs for queens and colonies, and a recogni on of our na ve bees in
Oregon.
It is really diﬃcult to select the best talks among those presented. Presenters clearly drew from their passion for their
topics and profession to help make the material engaging. And some presenters, like Samuel Ramsey, possessed a natural
anima on in their delivery to keep the audience a en ve. I was most interested in all talks about varroa mites because of
their current impacts to honey bees, and my desire to be er understand the li le buggers. I was also drawn to talks about
queen bees because they are so key to beekeeping success. In the end, I drew encouragement from the OSBA conference
talks because researchers are truly making progress understanding key processes of honey bees and beekeeping prac ces.
The research success we heard about at the conference makes ﬁnancial contribu ons to research from beekeeping associa ons like OSBA and all the aﬃliate clubs, including LCBA, so sa sfying. Even Glorybee is involved in fund-raising by agreeing to match all research dona ons in Oregon (up to $100,000). Presen ng a check from LCBA to Ramesh Sagili, Director of
Bee Research at OSU, was a great way to end this year’s conference.
LCBA Dona ons
Honey sales this year allowed LCBA to donate funds for the OSU Bee Lab, the Oregon
Bee Project and $100 to Project APIS!

Brian McGinley presen ng LCBA’s $2000
dona on for the OSU
Bee Lab.

We could not have done this without the
generous dona ons of honey from several of
our members!
Thank You so much!

LCBA members a ending the conference along with Andony Melathopoulos, OSU Pollinator Health Extension.
Andony was presented LCBA’s $1000
dona on for the Oregon Bee Project.
Andony is in the middle holding the
check.
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OSBA Elec ons & Dona ons
Elec ons were held for the Oregon State Beekeepers 2022 Oﬃcers at the OSBA Conference last
month. The new oﬃcers for 2022 are:
President - John Jacobs
Vice-President - Joe Maresh
Secretary - Barbara Derkacht
Treasurer - Rebecca Fain
Past President - Harry Vanderpool
Each year at the conference, the auc on funds
raised, are donated to the OSU Bee Lab. This year
the Oregon Bee Project also received a dona on.

Save the Bee Dona ons
GloryBee’s SAVE the BEE Ini a ve donated a total of $95,000 to the OSU Honey
Bee Lab in 2021 in support of their research on honey bee nutri on, the sub-lethal eﬀects of pes cide exposure, and the eﬃcacy of mi cide treatments.
SAVE the BEE also donated $1,000 to the Oregon Master Beekeeper Program for scholarships and $7,000 each to three regional non-proﬁts: Bee Girl Organiza on, Beyond Toxics and
the Northwest Center for Alterna ves to Pes cides (NCAP).

Thank You Glory Bee for Suppor ng the
OSU Bee Lab each year!

Thank You OSBA!

Varroa Mite Breathing Tubes Used Like A Snorkel!
At the OSBA Fall Conference one of their presenters was Dr. Samuel Ramsey, Entomologist, who did his graduate work at Cornell University and received his PHD at University of Maryland. He is currently working at the
USDA Honey Bee Laboratory in Beltsville, Maryland. His research is focused
on the close rela onships between insects and other creatures (symbioses),
and dedicated his doctoral research to understanding a parasite killing honey bees globally, Varroa destructor. He is a fascina ng speaker and his ﬁrst
presenta on was on the current research on ﬁgh ng the mite.
One of the most interes ng things he talked about was what they discovered about the varroa mite’s breathing apparatus. Dr. Ramsey along with
Partheme Breathing Appendage
other researchers were imaging varroa mites with an electron microscope.
To do this they needed to euthanize the mites. They put one each in li le well plates with 70% ethanol which covered
their en re bodies. They had 12 wells total with one in each and went oﬀ to lunch. When they returned 7 mites were
gone. He was shocked! The ethanol should have killed them, they should have drowned, but for some reason they didn’t. Could they have survived the process? He did it again and watched. A er the ethanol evaporated, about 15 to 20
minutes, the mites ﬂipped over and walked away. Dr. Ramsey said he had never seen anything like this before.
What happened? He decided to take a closer look at their respiratory anatomy with the electron microscope. There was
a weird appendage behind the legs of the mite. Insects like bees, breath through holes on the sides of their abdomen
thru spiracles that look like li le black holes on their sides. The air goes in and out and they can’t be closed. The varroa
mite changed their system of breathing. They moved their spiracles into two spiracles and merged them onto one big
appendage, called a partheme. This is their breathing apparatus. They use it as a snorkel and it can open to allow air in
or shut it oﬀ. They can suck in a lot of air into their breathing system and that allows them to breath under circumstances under which they should not be able to survive. The researchers had no clue that the varroa mite could do this!
Then Dr. Ramsey started thinking about what if the varroa mite can shut oﬀ their breathing in the colonies. Does this
mean they can hold their breach while we are trea ng with formic or oxalic acid/ He said they really don’t understand all
the mechanisms of how these gases work with the mites. The ques on he asked is “If these mite are holding their
breath, would that lead to treatment failure? If so then are we selec ng for mites that can hold their breath?” This is the
study they are now conduc ng at the USDA Honey Bee Lab.
Submi ed by Nancy Ograin
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2021 OSBA Conference Report ‐ What a Great Weekend, by Lynn Hellwege
I went to Oregon State Beekeepers Conference in Florence, Oregon, to represent the LCBA. It was truly at great weekend. Ini ally, I didn’t think I would be able to make it early enough on Friday a ernoon for Dr. Dewey Caron’s
“Beekeeping Basics Course”. I really didn’t think it would oﬀer much for me to take away, since I have been in the beekeeping world for over four years. Well that thought was way oﬀ base. Dewey did a masterful job of presen ng the basics of beekeeping in such a way that there were so many takeaways for a beginner or a seasoned beekeeper. I par cularly liked his teaching about the concept of “condensing hives.” He presented the concept to LCBA in our October
mee ng, and it really peaked my interest. Hearing him present it again helped me to understand and digest the concept
of the “condensing hive” so much be er. I am now experimen ng with it this winter in half of my hives.
I was so impressed with the way that all of the presenters did such a great job of discussing complicated, intricate research and that it was presented it in a way that was easy for less sophis cated beekeepers, like myself, to understand
and digest. I have also come to appreciate that having several years in the beekeeping world under my belt is so helpful
in learning new things. If I would have listened to all those presenta ons during my ﬁrst year or two, most of it would
have been so far over my head that I would have walked out nearly empty; but because I now have a decent founda on,
it makes it much easier to absorb new and more complex concepts. So, for everyone who is s ll in the early stages of the
beekeeping learning curve, hang in there…it deﬁnitely takes a couple of years to get grounded in beekeeping vocabulary
and systems. This conference was just more conﬁrma on that there is no end to how much there is to learn in the beekeeping world. Beekeeping is so fulﬁlling and it keeps me cking: ”If you’re not growing—you’re dying.” The conference
also reminded me of how much I appreciate the LCBA and the people (Ken and Nancy Ograin, Richard Pollard, Pam
Leavi , and Morris Ostrofsky) who have generously guided me in the early years of my beekeeping endeavors.
Thank you!

November Beekeeping Tips
by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member
1. The bees are quiet now, with ﬂight only occurring
during warm periods of the day, perhaps when
there is a break in the clouds and some sunshine
hits the hives. Make sure that your hives are secure from debris from windstorms and other
weather and that no animals (such as skunks or
raccoons) are disturbing the bees. Visually check
your hives and also make sure that hives are very
slightly pped forward in order to properly shed
rain and moisture.
2. Make sure that your supers are safely stored and
not being damaged by mice or other predators.
Watch for wax moths if supers are stored where it
is warm. In general, the weather has cooled
enough that supers stored at outside temperatures
will not be a acked by wax moths.
3. Take the cool winter days and evenings to assemble equipment for next year. Make sure that you
put equipment together carefully with glue and
nails suﬃcient for the stresses and strains of beekeeping. Frames especially need side nails in order
to properly secure the top bar to the side bars.
4. Read, study and plan for next year’s beekeeping
season which will begin in January or February.
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Tripilaelaps Mite
One of the most fascina ng speakers at the OSBA conference was Dr. Samuel
Ramsey, Entomologist, USDA Honey Bee Lab, Beltville, Maryland. He talked
about the emerging threat to western apiculture, the Tripilaelaps Mite. Dr.
Ramsey calls it the Tropi Mite. It is expanding its’ presence. Originally it was present only in SW Asia. It has now spread to China, Korea, Iran, and Oceanania.
The Tropi mite has been gaining ground since the early 2000, spreading like varroa did, country to country. Originally they thought they could only survive in
the presence of brood and that they were also unable to survive in cold winters.
This turned out to be not true. They adapted to overwintering, sustaining large
popula ons in the coldest reaches of China and Korea.

Varroa Mite

Tropi Mite

Diﬀerences between Varroa and Tropi:
Tropi is smaller than varroa mites, 1/3 th width of varroa, and is harder to see.
Tropi is also much faster. They move incredibly fast for parasi c insects and
they are hard to catch by humans and bees alike. Their speed is visible to the
human eye and is disconcer ng. Click on the link under the frame picture to
see Dr. Lilia de Guzman video of their speed. Watch closely and you can see
Dr. Lilia de Guzman video, Speed of Tropi Mite
them running across this frame.
They are also speedy in their reproduc on cycles. Varroa mites do not mate when they are on adult bees (typically 1-13
days). Tropi are not well-equipped to hold onto adult bees. Their physiology makes it easy for them to fall oﬀ ﬂying bees.
They have been observed on adult bees for a much shorter period of me than Varroa (2 hours to 2 days) and, when they
fall oﬀ or descend, they are back to ma ng. Therefore, the Tropi ma ng cycles are shorter and faster. They can travel
from brood cell to brood cell.
With Varroa mites, male mites die under capped brood and only females emerge. With Tropi, both male and female mites
survive the capped brood stage, are able to emerge and con nue ma ng. This also
provides a bigger gene pool for them, which provides more gene c diversity.
Varroa mites feed on one wound. Tropi mites create a new wound on the brood
whenever they feed. The wounds, described Dr. Ramsey, can create something like
scar ssue and prevent the bees from developing properly where the wounds are. He
described bees developing without the use of certain legs, because the Tropi wounds
had damaged them in the brood cells.
In late 2019 Dr. Ramsey went to Thailand to study varroa mites, but ended up studying the Tropi mites as they had overtaken the varroa in that region. Due to the the Tropi Mite–Many Varroa Mite–one
feeding wound
pandemic, the project ended and he was sent home before he could ﬁnish collec ng feeding wounds
data. Dr. Ramsey is raising funds to return in 2022 to ﬁgure out the fundamental
details of how this parasite func ons and how we best can protect our bees from it! If you would like to help out click
here: Ramsey Research Founda on
Dr. Ramsey said that we need to know everything possible about these mites that are a acking honey bees around the
world! He said it is the most destruc ve honey bee parasite that we know of and he needs to get everyone to agree that
we need to start studying them right now before they arrive in the West and to have in place treatment op ons. They’re
not here yet but they’re spreading the same way that Varroa spread in 1977, just ten years before they were found in
North America.
If you missed the OSBA conference be sure to check out the podcast on the Tropi Mite that Dr. Ramsey did for Bee Culture
back in August. It’s well worth viewing! Click on link below to watch it.
Dr. Samuel Ramsey - Varroa & Tropilaelaps Updates and More! (S3, E47) | Beekeeping Today Podcast
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November Elec ons ‐ Slate of Oﬃcers
The following is the Slate of Oﬃcers for the 2022 year that
we will be vo ng on at our November mee ng.
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Board of Directors :
(5 posi ons available)

Brian McGinley
Nancy Ograin
Paula Sablosky
Polly Habliston
Ma Stouder
Brian Jackson
Pam Leavi
Lynn Hellwege
Fonta Molyneaux

Candidate for Treasurer
Polly Habliston
I have really enjoyed being a part of the
Board and serving as Treasurer the past
eight years. My husband, Doug, and I have been LCBA
members since 2007 and have been keeping bees for
thirteen years. I completed the Master Beekeeper Appren ceship program in 2013, but realize our success as
beekeepers is largely due to the tremendous support
provided by the club. LCBA works relessly to educate
and keep the membership up to date on all aspects of
beekeeping. This is especially important as we ba le
mites and yellow jackets and even hive beetles. I’m happy to give back a li le, as treasurer, in thanks for the camaraderie and wealth of experience LCBA con nues to
provide.

Candidate for Secretary
Paula Sablosky
In my role as secretary for LCBA, this experience has taught me to integrate the many
aspects of being a beekeeper. Listening to the many ﬁne
speakers over the past years has forced me to think about
what I do know and what I really don’t know. Things are
changing fast just in the four years that I have been a beekeeper. LCBA is a vital link between individuals who connue to learn and then, are able to educate -anyone and
everyone. Serving in this role for the next year will keep
me moving along the path of community educa on and
enrichment.

Candidate for President
Brian McGinley
In 2021, I ran for LCBA President on a
pla orm of teaching others about honey
bees and beekeeping techniques. Also I
would focus my energy to further the success of the Lane
County Beekeepers Associa on, which is a great avenue
for people to learn. While last year seemed to race by
quickly and my eﬀorts were somewhat hobbled by Covid
constraints and an ac ve ﬁre season, I felt rea sonably successful as President in furthering the goals of LCBA.
If elected in 2022, I will con nue advoca ng for honey
bees and beekeepers by sharing my knowledge of bees
with new members and the general populace. Now that I
understand the workings of LCBA be er, I also plan to focus more energy on execu ng its administra ve tasks and
par cipa ng in its scheduled outreach ac vi es. Thanks
for your support.

Candidate for Vice‐President
Nancy Ograin
I have been a member of LCBA since 1999 and
have served in the past as secretary, treasurer
and board member and have completed the Oregon Master Beekeeper Appren ceship program. I am currently
the newsle er editor and serve on the membership commi ee. I am running again for vice-president this year. I
would like LCBA to con nue to provide educa on and educa onal opportuni es for it’s members.
I have learned so much from our speakers and other
members and want to see this con nue. You never stop
learning about our wonderful honey bees!
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Candidate for Board
Ma Stouder
I started beekeeping in 2017 a er enrolling in
Bee School through LCBA and purchasing my
ﬁrst nuc from GloryBee. I quickly joined the
LCBA and started learning so much about the fascina ng
world of honeybees. I am 100% convinced that my bees
made it through that ﬁrst winter due to the help and advice of LCBA. Currently, I am a journey student in the OSU
Master Beekeeper Program and am always trying to connue to learn more about all aspects of beekeeping. I
enjoy serving as a mentor through OSU and ﬁnd sa sfacon in helping others learn how to keep honeybees. I
would like to serve on the board to give back to the club
and its members, as well as the beekeeping community,
and to help educate the public about the importance of
pollinators.

Candidate for Board
Lynn Hellwege
I am Lynn Hellwege, a forth year beekeeper. Though not the most experienced beekeeper, I am in the ba le for the most enthusias c. I stumbled on this path by pure chance and I
am so grateful I did. I love the no on that my new hobby
has no limits on what can be learned. I love that I am doing something that helps everyone. I love that I am surrounded by so many caring and though ul people. I
taught three beginning beekeeping classes for 4J School
District this past summer, and I am engaged in the appren ce level of the master beekeeping program at OSU.
I aim to oﬀer my hand to grow the reach of the LCBA in
its educa onal mission.

Candidate for Board
Pam Leavi
I have been an ac ve member of LCBA, previously holding leadership roles as a board member, Vice
President and President. I enjoy con nuing to learn
about my favorite pollinator and appreciate how research has revealed be er ways to aid beekeepers to
improve their abili es to care for bees. I plan to use my
me to support the goal of the LCBA to educate beginning beekeepers. In addi on, I want to work to share
informa on with the community to enable them to appreciate the importance of Apis mellifera.

Candidate for Board
Brian Jackson
My passion in beekeeping started with an
interest in bees and a book on how to build
a top bar hive. It turned into a family ac vity, and we quickly ran out of space at home for our hives.
I enrolled in the OSU Extension Master Beekeeper Appren ce program in 2018, completed the Appren ce program, and later earned my cer ﬁcate. In 2019 my wife
and I purchased farmland up the McKenzie and started
growing cover crops for our bees to feast on.
This last year, we built our barn at Honey Paddle Farm,
added a ﬁeld of cut-ﬂowers, and released our McKenzie
River Blossom and Pop of Phacelia Honey. Developing a
farm from scratch has been challenging, but one of the
things I look forward to is connec ng with other beekeepers to talk about bees or share knowledge.
One of my “go to” places to connect with other beekeepers is the LCBA and local Facebook groups. I serve as administrator for my Lane County Beekeepers Facebook
which currently has 448 subscribers and Eugene/
Springﬁeld Swarm Network which has increased its membership to 526. It’s been enjoyable to see membership
grow, and I am looking forward to serving on the LCBA
board for 2022.

Candidate for Board
Fonta Molyneaux
Being a part of the LCBA community and on
the board of directors in the last few years
has been a rewarding and empowering experience. I believe all beekeeping is local, which is why our
club is the cornerstone of our local beekeeping community
and beyond! Through educa on, resource sharing and bioregional collabora on we serve not only our own path to
keeping bees but the bees themselves and the community
as a whole! Bees ensure food security and this is even
more important in this unprecedented me. It's in this
light that I hope to serve our community through extending my seat on the board of directors. I bring to the seat
Experience, Educa on and Excitement at the future of
beekeeping in Lane County!
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October Mee ng Highlights

Reducing Our Fall Colony Losses

by Paula Sablosky, LCBA Secretary October’s general mee ng was presented by Dr. Dewey Caron,
Emeritus Professor University Delaware & Aﬃliate Facility at OSU.
Dr. Caron started oﬀ with talking about the annual Paciﬁc NW Overwinter Loss Survey and the rela onship of losses and
the management that beekeepers are doing. Lane County Beekeepers who responded to the survey, 38 in total, had a
loss of 32%. State wide the losses were 35% of the 328 respondents. These losses are from backyard hobbyists.
Moisture is a problem in a hive. An ar cle in the October
2021 American Beekeeping Journal, by John Gaut, talks
about the ven ng hive vs condensing hive. A ven ng hive
lets the moisture out with a small hole drilled in the top
box side or through vents in a quilt moisture box. Most of
the heat is lost at the top. However in a condensing hive
that heat does not go out the top because you are pu ng
insula on at the top (like in your house). The upper entrance is closed as well. The moisture that escapes from
these bees does not hit a cold cover, it’s dispatched to the
sides and rolls down the side walls of the hive. The bees
will use this moisture. In condensing hives the bees consume less honey because they are not having to keep
warm due to all the heat that is escaping. They are conserving the heat in their home and the heat is kept where
the bees are clustered. We always thought it was so import to capture that moisture and keep it in a box.
Of the 12 people who did condensing hives in the Lane County survey, had double their survival rate by maintaining the
heat and the bees consumed less honey. Another technique to improve winter survival is closing up the bo om screen
board. Those who did also had a be er survival rate. Sanita on also appears to be rela vely minor towards improving
survival.
Monitoring for mites has advantages. The Bee Informed Management na onal survey showed that there is a 12.5%
diﬀerence in survival rates between those who monitor varroa mites and those who do not (51.3% loss for those who do
not vs 38.8% those do monitor). State-wide in the last ﬁve years, there are ﬁve diﬀerent chemicals that have helped beekeepers to improve survival; ApiGuard (essen al oil), Aprivar, ApiLifeVar, Formic Pro and Oxalic Acid Vaporizer.
The non-chemical controls used by Lane County members were varied. Colony losses varied from 17% loss to 51% loss
depending on the control used. The most successful were brood cycle interrup on, dis nc ve colors of hive boxes
(reduce dri ing) and drone brood removal which had the highest rates of hive survival. Max Kuhn, LCBA Master Beekeeper, developed a brood break system called “Queen Conﬁnement Cage”*. It places the queen between two frames. Leaving the queen within this cage creates a brood break. Green brood frames also cause a brood break.
In conclusion, there are management strategies you can do to help prevent colony losses. Find the best ones for you.
Dr. Dewey Caron has three books available; The Complete Bee Handbook, Honeybee Biology and Beekeeping, A Field
Guide to Honey Bees and their Maladies. Contact Dr. Caron if you would like to order one, dmcaron@udel.edu.
Here is a great video that explains this concept.
I WAS WRONG (Be er Beehive Winteriza on!) - YouTube
Presenta on is posted on YouTube. Contact Nancy Ograin if you need the link, nancy.ograin@gmail.com.
*If you would like more informa on on Queen Conﬁnement Cages, contact Nancy

See Dr. Dewey Caron’s ar cle on page 11 for more informa on on the ven ng vs condensing hives.
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highlights con nued

October Early Mee ng Highlights: Oxalic Acid ‐ Possibili es and Limita on

October’s early mee ng was presented by Heike Williams, Honeybees Biological Sciences Assistant, OSU Extension Service. Her presenta on focused on oxalic acid treatment for varroa mites on honeybees.
Oxalic acid is a naturally occurring acid which can be found in spinach, kale chard, parsley, peanuts, and rhubarb. Oxalic
Acid Dihydrate is the form that is currently registered for varroa mite treatments. Remember the label is the law. Follow
the direc ons on the package. The only meaningful change to the label is that the acid can be used when honey supers
are on.* Oxalic acid kills phore c mites on adult bees not the mites that are inside capped brood. This treatment is best
used to treat colonies with no or li le brood because it is not an extended release medica on.
You can use this treatment for swarms, packaged or hived colonies during low brood periods (late fall/winter). There are
several methods for applica on; solu on(dribble), vaporizer, and spraying. Safety ﬁrst - use chemical resistant gloves,
protec ve eyewear, half-face respirator with cartridge and/or a par culate ﬁlter, long-sleeved shirt and long pants, socks,
and shoes.
How to spray packaged bees. Store the package in a cool dark loca on for 24 hours before applica on so the bees are
clustered. Spray the bees with 1:1 sugar solu on at least two hours before applica on. Dissolve thirty-ﬁve grams of Oxalic
Acid Dihydrate in one liter of 1:1 sugar-water solu on. Fill a pump sprayer with solu on and spray both sides of the box at
a rate of 3.0 ml per 1000 bees. You will need 21ml for 7,000 bees in a 2 lb. package and 30 ml for 10,000 in a 3 lb. package.
Keep package in a cool dark room for 72 hours before hiving.
The dribble method requires 35 g of Oxalic Acid Dihydrate in one liter of 1:1 sugar: water solu on. Open hive, smoke bees
down from top bars and trickle 5 ml directly on the bees in each occupied space in each brood chamber. Do not use more
than 50 ml per colony. Use syringe or applicator. This works best when bees are clustered. It may cause bee mortality.
There are some good things to know when using oxalic acid. It does not dissolve easily in water, so use warm water or a
sugar solu on to mix it with. Dry unmixed Oxalic Acid Dihydrate can be kept in a cool dry place and will not expire. A
mixed solu on can be kept up to a week at room temperature and for a few months if kept in a refrigerator. It is illegal to
use oxalic acid available at hardware stores as those versions may have various addi ves. Treat only once in the winter
with the dribble method. Bee mortality can happen especially in weak hives.
The vaporizer method: WEAR a respirator! When vaporized, the fumes can cause irreversible eye damage, cause skin
burns, and may be fatal if inhaled. Use 1.0 (1/4 tsp) grams of the powder per brood chamber (1/2 tsp per two boxes of a
Langstroth hive). Insert “skillet “por on of the vaporizer into the hive, be sure that the various openings of the hives are
sealed. Cover the landing board area with a wet towel to seal the area. Apply heat (a ach the clamp ends of the vaporizer to a car ba ery or charger) un l all OA has vaporized. Follow manufacturer’s direc ons for use.
Advantages and drawbacks of the two methods: In the dribble method you have to open the hive**, but no expensive
applicator is needed. It is safe for the beekeeper, but very hard on small colonies. However, it is fast on mul ple colonies.
In the vaporizer method you do not have to open the hive. Mul ple applica ons when brood is present does not seem to
harm bees or brood.
How much OA will you need? A 35g packet of OA can treat 20 hives with the dribble method and with the vaporizer
method 35 hives. Spraying packaged bees-47 2lb box & 30 3lb boxes. Monitoring mite infesta on level during late fall/
winter use a s cky board/drop sheet/insert below screened bo om board. If the mite level is greater than 1 mite a daytreatment is necessary.

Editor's notes: *But why would you? Don’t take the chance of contamina ng your honey.
**Not a good idea to open up your hive in the winter unless the temperature is at least 50°, except in case of
an emergency situa on.
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At the October LCBA mee ng I discussed the two
contras ng concepts of how we might aid our winby Dr. Dewey M. Caron
tering colonies. I want to amplify a bit on the two
concepts. When we keep bees, some of the things
we do might be contrary to how the bees do it. One of those I maintain is how we help bees survive winter.

Ven la ng vs. Condensing Winter Colony

Conven onal wisdom has been that beekeepers should avoid the accumula on of moisture at the colony top during winter. We need avoid droplets of condensate moisture accumula ng at top of the colony. This can rain back down on the
bee cluster crea ng a cycle of bees ge ng wet, the bees then needing to move to dry oﬀ, resul ng in yet more warm air
rising, more droplets forming at top and even more moisture raining back on the bees. We only need keep the bees warm
and dry. The bees need stored honey their winter fuel source.

Ven la ng Colony:
Many Oregon beekeepers seek to add openings at the top of the colony so moisture-laden air is vented outside the colony. Bees need the warmth and the moisture however. The best place to learn about wintering is to study bees in bee
trees; or consider our own homes. In our hives we use an inner cover with a notch to provide moisture escape or remove
the covers to scrape the propolis sealing the top box to the inner cover or perhaps add a wooden shim, carpet tack or
small stone/s ck to vent top of the hive. Some beekeepers prefer to drill holes in hive bodies (above, at or to the side of
the handhold).
Another popular winter ven la on management is to add a quilt box or ven la ng (Vivaldi) board at the colony top to
capture excess moisture. Wood shavings, straw or burlap/old terry towels/athle c socks absorb the moisture and screen
side vents shunt the moisture to the outside. The bees seal the top box to the inner cover/quilt box with propolis usually
close or greatly reduce upper entrances with propolis, some mes down to one-bee-width hole. If colonies are large
enough and the top ven ng of moisture does not create constant dra s to allow most of the heat to escape, our bees will
survive un l spring.
Bees in a bee tree have one single entrance, usually (and preferably) near the bo om of the comb area. They line the interior surface with propolis. There is no upper entrance or provision for moisture escape. Wintering popula ons are usuIn our homes, we build with thin wall insula on and heavier a c insula on below a small vent in the air space under the
roof. We keep doors and windows shut as much as possible to reduce dra iness and may add insula on around windows
to avoid cold air entry. Heat and humidity accumulate in upstairs bedrooms.

Condensing Hive:
A condensing hive has three dis nc ons over a ven la ng colony:
1) Condensing hive has lots of top insula on,
2) Bees control ven la on, circula ng fresh air to avoid CO2 buildup (versus the beekeeper doing so).
3) The beekeeper only provides a single colony entrance near or at bo om of the comb (no top ven ng or moisture
trapping device).
Top insula on means moisture-laden air shunts to the sides rather than forming as moisture droplets at the colony top.
The condensing colony has added insula on at the top of the colony and no upper vents to avoid cold air dra s. The idea
is to hold in a “heat pool” at the top of the colony so the bees don’t need to generate as much heat to replace that being
lost. The moisture does not condense on the warm inner surface but rather is shunted to the sides where on coldest days
it might appear as frost.
Bill Hesbach, EAS Master Beekeeper and President of the Connec cut Beekeepers Associa on, discusses the condensing
colony concept (Hesbach Feb 2020 ABJ) as do I in my November Beekeeping Basics column (email me if you wish a copy).
Bill says a ven lated bee hive has to “live in a constant state of stress,… excessive ven la on causes forced survival behaviors … and extended intervals of thermoregula on.” The ven lated colony must work harder to maintain heat during
the winter because heat is lost with the moisture. The clustered bees must work harder to keep warm and thus use more
honey stores in a vented hive in contrast to the warm, dry condensing hive.
con nued on page 12
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A minimum of R 5 (R is a measure of insula on value), or R 10 in colder winter
climates, at the top of a colony is suﬃcient to reduce heat loss, allowing bees to
recapture the heat rather than exit it to the outside of the hive. A one-inch-thick extruded polystyrene (XPS)
foam board provides R-5 insula on. Cut the insula on to ﬁt inside the telescoping cover or place it within the
quilt box (covering the screen sides). Warm moisture-laden air escaping from the bee cluster moves to the
sides of an expanded heat pool at colony top, rather than condensing on a cold (uninsulated) inner cover or
bo om of the ven la on box. Moisture condenses as frost outside the outer frames, not as droplets to rain
back onto the bee cluster. When the weather warms, the moisture can run down the sides of the boxes, away
from the bee cluster. As ﬁnal spacing move the outer frames away from the outer side wall. Bees use the heat
rather than lose it.
highlights con nued

A condensing hive more closely resembles the natural bee nest in a tree and what we do in our homes. If you think it
through maybe you might want to top insulate as you prepare wintering colonies.
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Classiﬁed Ads

Bee-related classiﬁed ads cost $5.00/month for non-members and are free to members. Classiﬁed ads
run for three issues and may be renewed by contac ng the editor. Bee-related business ads start at
$35. To place an ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541-935-7065 or via e-mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com.

2021 LCBA New/Renewal Memberships
$25 per year per calendar year (Jan-Dec 2021)
per household or family.
Please remit payment to:
LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR 97404
polly@uoregon.edu

For discounts on American
Bee Journal subscrip ons
contact Nancy Ograin for
discount form.

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION

Membership forms for new members and renewals are available on the LCBA website.
Click here to access.

The LCBA newsle er is published eleven mes a year by the Lane
County Beekeepers Associa on, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR
97404. Sample copies may be requested from the editor. Copyright resides with individual contributors. If you would like to reprint anything you see here, please contact the editor. Permission
is normally granted freely for non-proﬁt use. For adver sements,
please contact the editor or the associa on treasurer by the ﬁrst of
the month.
Editor: Nancy Ograin
541-935-7065 nancy.ograin@gmail.com

2021 Oﬃcers and Directors
President:

Brian McGinley

541-521-7523

56magoo@gmail.com

Vice-President: Nancy Ograin

541-935-7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Treasurer: Polly Habliston

541-461-0339

polly@uoregon.edu

Secretary: Paula Sablosky

541-206-7173

mygarden122@gmail.com

Directors:
Jim Rundall

541-688-1925

rundall@comcast.net

Fonta Molyneaux

541-592-9332

wildeverlas ngfarm@gmail.com

Pam Leavi

541-344-4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Lynn Hellwege

541-513-2074

lwege4@comcast.net

Brian Jackson

541-513-3716

brian.honeypaddle@gmail.com

Past-President: Mike France
Commi ees:
Library - Anita & Arthur Jones

541-232-1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541-937-2244

beesherenow@gmail.com

Bee School - Pam Leavi

541-344-4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Website / Swarm List - Judy Scher

541-344-2114

judyscher@gmail.com

Newsle er Editor - Nancy Ograin

541-935-7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Facili es Coordinator - Jim Rundall

541-688-1925

rundall@comcast.net

LCBA Scholarships - Katharine Hunt

541-607-0106

keehhunt@gmail.com

Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator - Rita Ostrofsky

541-685-2875

ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

OMB Regional Representa ve - Rick Olson

541-997-3792

rolson2@a global.net

Best Prac ces Liaisons for Lane County - Mike France &
Becky Lemler

541-232-1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541-935-9527

beesnjrts@outlook.com
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Links

http://www.lcbaor.org/
https://orsba.org/

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb
Friday in the Apiary
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
mb/friday‐apiary

Bee Informed
Partnership
https://beeinformed.org/

Honey Bee Lab
Pollinator Health

Honey Bee Health
Coalition

Tools for Varroa Management
& Supporting Videos
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

Oregon Bee Project

Best Management Practices for Bee Health
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
hivehealthbmps

Bee Diagnostics

PolliNation Podcast

Varroa Management Decision Tool
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://www.honey.com/

Beltsville Bee Lab
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis
The go to for American foulbrood.

Honey Bee Health
Resources, Research and Beekeeping
videos
https://bee-health.extension.org/

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance
Free Beekeeping in Oregon
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186

