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ANTICIPATION! Older members may recall that great Carly Simon song
(1971). It certainly is an apt word for the month of March on the Oregon
bee calendar. Indeed lots of things to an cipate…..winter survival of colo‐
nies, feeding and medica ng colonies, new bee packages or nucs and for
some it could be trying a new technique or strategy. There are plenty more
things to an cipate as we move through the spring months.

Topic: Installing Package Bees & Nucs

Beekeepers should view this word as not only an expression of hope and
promise of what is to come, but also as a reminder to be proac ve in their
management ac ons by an cipa ng common issues. Success in beekeeping
is always bolstered by an cipa ng the needs of your hives and taking ac‐
ons early rather than reac ng to problems later. Playing catch‐up is al‐
ways riskier than staying ahead of the curve. Rou nely monitoring hive con‐
di ons and bee behavior is the standard tac c for beekeepers to meet this
challenge.

General Mee ng

For me this month, an cipa on means wai ng for new bees to arrive. Sad‐
ly, I must confess to losing all my colonies over the fall and winter months.
The last colony expired in February. Not an easy confession for someone
with the lo y tle of “Club President” and many years of keeping bees.
Sharing this news is a humbling experience, but losing colonies is not a new
experience for most beekeepers. I am now looking back at my management
ac ons over the last year to see what I could have done be er. I am now
focusing me on what lessons I learned from 2020 while repain ng equip‐
ment and wai ng for new bees to arrive in April. Two of those lessons are
more vigilant control of local yellow jacket colonies near my bee yards and
be er follow‐through to validate the success of my varroa mite treatments.
I am sure other ideas will surface in the coming weeks.
So I can close out this president’s corner on a more upli ing note. I would
like to intrigue you to seek out informa on about the “Taranoﬀ” method
for spli ng robust colonies that are about to swarm. In the current March
issue of American Bee Journal there is an ar cle on this elaborate and old
technique from 1947. It might prod your curiosity to google it. There are
many more simpler and easier ways to divide a hive and this method is deﬁ‐
nitely more diﬃcult, but it does create an interes ng view of bee behavior.
It is for more experienced beekeepers.
Good luck working with your bees this spring.

Early Educa onal Class
Speaker: Rick Olsen
Check‐in on line at 5:45pm
For Early Q&A Session
Program begins at 6:15pm

Topic: Free Bees! The Art & Magic of
Swarm Catching & Bait Hives
Speaker: Fonta Molyneaux
Announcements and program
begin at 7:15pm
See page 2 for mee ng details.
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Upcoming Events & Announcements
April 23rd‐24th ‐ “Bee Day”
Loca on: Glory Bee 29548B Airport Rd, Eugene, OR
Pick up package bees and nucs 8:00 am‐2:00pm
LCBA will tenta vely have a booth there distribu ng infor‐
ma on.
May 20th ‐ World Bee Day
Welcome ‐ Celebrate World Bee Day
June 21st‐27th ‐ Na onal Pollinator Week 2021
Pollinator Week | Pollinator.org
Aug 7th ‐ Oregon Coast Honey Lovers Fes val (Tenta ve)
Loca on: Yachats, OR
LCBA will have a booth if it’s a go.
Aug 23th ‐ 27th ‐ 2021 Bee School ‐ Beginners
Na ve Bee Survey and Iden ﬁca on Course
Oregon Bee Atlas is oﬀering beginning and advanced clas‐
ses to train people in basic bee taxonomy.
2021 Bee School ‐ Beginners | OSU Extension Service
(oregonstate.edu)

Oct 22‐24 Tenta ve dates, OSBA 2021 Fall Conference
Loca on: Florence, OR depending on ongoing circum‐
stances related to COVD‐19

March Virtual Mee ng
March mee ng will feature an early presenta on on
“Installing Package Bees & Nucs” and then we will have our
general mee ng on “Free Bees! The Art & Magic of Swarm
Catching & Bait Hives”. Log in for both presenta ons using
the same link. You may a end one or both. Just stay
logged in a er early class for next presenta on.
Date: Tuesday, March 16, 2021
Early Class: Log in 5:45pm for Q&A session
Class starts promptly at 6:15pm.
General Mee ng: Log in at 7:00pm
Announcements & Presenta on begins at 7:15pm
Join Zoom Mee ng by clicking on link below:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/89856989259?
pwd=NG9WdXA4VElGV2d5Vzk1R1F2WEMydz09
Mee ng ID: 898 5698 9259
Passcode: 472440
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,89856989259#,,,,*472440# US (Tacoma)
+13462487799,,89856989259#,,,,*472440# US (Houston)
Dial by your loca on
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
Mee ng ID: 898 5698 9259 Passcode: 472440

Membership Renewal
This will be the last reminder no ce to renew if you have
not already done so. If you would like to con nue re‐
ceive the monthly newsle er and mee ng informa on
please renew by Apirl 10th. Dues are $25 per household
per calendar year (Jan‐Dec 2021).
Pay by check, PayPal or credit card. Mail checks to Polly
Habliston, LCBA Treasurer, 1258 Dalton Drive, Eugene,
OR 97404. Click on link below for membership form and
to pay online.
h p://www.lcbaor.org/membership.htm

Future Mee ng Topics
Members ‐ What would you like to see in the way of
presenta ons or classes? If you have any requests or
ideas please contact Fonta at www.wildeverlas ng.com.

Find your local number:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdbixnCF1x
Download the ZOOM program at h ps://zoom.us/.
Click “Sign up it’s Free”.
If you have any ques ons contact Nancy at:
nancy.ograin@gmail.com or 541‐935‐7065.

March Mee ng Info
For our new beekeepers who are installing their packag‐
es or ge ng nucs for the ﬁrst me be sure to a end our
early educa onal mee ng. Rick Olson’s presenta on will
help guide you through this process.
Fonta Molyneaux at our general mee ng will talk about
catching swarms, making a simple do‐it‐yourself bait
hives, swarm safety and lures. She will also talk about
how important it is to understand the brood nest.
Be sure to join us for one or both of our March presenta‐
ons!
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Yellow Jackets
by Ken Ograin, LCBA Member
Looks like we will have an early spring which means yellow
jacket queens will be looking for a place to nest. It is so im‐
portant to stop yellow jackets early before they can establish
a nest.
You have four to ﬁve weeks to capture the queens when you
ﬁrst start seeing them hovering, looking for a nes ng site.
When the queens emerge from hiberna on the ﬁrst thing
they do is ﬁnd a nest site, then build and feed the nest for
several weeks un l enough workers hatch to take on nest
building and feeding du es. It is at this me that she will then
remain in the nest and just lay eggs.
Nests can build up to several thousand workers by late Au‐
gust or September and it’s at this me that the colony will
produce males and queens. Queens will then mate and ﬁnd a
place to hibernate ll next season. So it is important to start
trapping queens early in the season to prevent nests from
ge ng established. I use the Rescue cylinder trap with the 10
week cartridge.
If you start seeing workers in mid‐summer you will need to put out the Rescue Disposal Yellow Jacket Traps. Be sure to
check the water level in your trap periodically and ﬁll if needed throughout the summer. Leave out your other traps too.
No need to put in new bait as the dead queens will a ract the workers also. I have found that the W.H.Y. traps for wasps,
hornets and yellow jackets also caught honey bees, so I do not recommend this type
If you need to destroy a ground nest use a foaming spray. It shoots out like the liquid sprays, but the foam spray seems to
work best as it kills the yellow jackets when they try to go through it to get out of the nest. If you do not want to use
chemicals use Rescue W.H.Y. Spray for Wasps, Hornet & Yellow Jacket Nests. It’s essen al oils and it also masks the nest
pheromones so the yellow jacket can’t ﬁnd their way back to the nest.

Welcome New Members
Honey Drawing
Congratula ons Judy Scher!
Judy was the lucky recipient at our
February mee ng. All those who
donated a quart or more of honey
were eliable to win a $25 gi cer ﬁ‐
cate for Down to Earth. This is a
way to show our apprecia on to all those who donated
honey. Thank you everyone!
We are happy to accept any amount of honey! If you
have some to spare and would like to contribute contact
Katharine Hunt, 541‐607‐ 0106 or keehhunt@gmail.com.

Damon Armitage
Ken Bridges
Nathan Brocious
Rayleen Burne
Bob Burns
Patrick Harrington
Cynthia Kinner
Jeannine Ray
Ron & Kim Stansbury
Stewart Willason
& Bri eKirsch

Creswell
Co age Grove
Mapleton
Springﬁeld
Leaburg
Eugene
Springﬁeld
Eugene
Junc on City
Florence
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As we explore the beekeeping year we ﬁnd that our
season is limited in en rety from Spring Equinox
By Fonta Molyneaux, LCBA Board Member (March 21) to Fall Equinox (September 21). It is this
period of 26 weeks that bees are able to ﬂy and for‐
age ac vely and all major sources of pollen and nectar will ﬂow. It's also the only period of me we can ac vely collabo‐
rate with our bees and manage our hives.

The Wheel of the Year

The nectar ﬂow is a seasonal occurrence when, weather permi ng major na ve and naturalized plants are blooming and
oﬀering their precious nectar to our bees. This natural cycle is absolutely crucial to the health and well being of your bees.
During this profuse seasonal bloom bees will gather almost all the nectar needed for honey storage for the en re year.
During this me bees will gather not only for their winter honey storage, but the daily needs of raising brood and the abil‐
ity to draw comb out on naked frames and bars. This is such a crucial me of management for beekeepers. We truly must
be prepared well ahead of this seasonal shi .
In the Willame e Valley spring build up begins with the ﬁrst ﬂowering plants. Plants like Osoberry (Oemleria cerasiformis),
Oregon Grape Root (Berberis spp.) are local na ves that provide early nectar sources in late February and early March.
These plants usher in a plethora of profusely blooming ﬂowers and trees that will sustain your bees un l the blackberry
ﬂow. In my experience the ability to capture the spring ﬂow can make or break your season. In the Paciﬁc Northwest,
blackberry is our prime nectar source. However the blackberry bloom is incredibly weather dependent and also blackberry
being considered an invasive weed is subject to degrading condi ons throughout the bioregion. It's this ﬁckle resource
compounded with the reality that we have no consistent or marked fall nectar source in the Willame e Valley, that makes
the spring ﬂow and subsequent build up absolutely crucial to redeem. During this me beekeepers will increase the fre‐
quency of our visits making quick inspec ons to determine space requirements. If you are drawing comb on naked frames
or bars, this becomes even more paramount to your management because bees can only reliably draw comb during a
ﬂow or with lots of feed.
As we circle around the sun toward summer sols ce (June 21) we meet the peak of the season and the blackberry
ﬂow.The primary goal of any beekeeper is to have the popula on of your colony Peak during the primary Nectar ﬂow.
As beekeepers this ming will provide the basis of much of your decision making regarding making splits, divisions and
rearing queens in spring. We must think ahead to me our increases so the new colonies can meet this demand for maxi‐
mum ﬁeld force of foraging bees.
A er the blackberry ﬂow has subsided, we enter a period of dearth. A dearth is when no major nectar source is available
within a bioregion. This is when colonies begin to decrease. Honey is harvested in the beginning of August and this also
heralds another crucial me in colony management because this is the me the fat bees are made. During this me bees
will produce extra fat bodies known as vitellogenin. These fat bodies extend the life cycle of the bees from 6‐7 weeks to 6‐7
months. During this me if bees are riddled by mites and viruses they will not survive the winter. Also during this me the
weather condi ons don't always lend themselves to the temperature requirements of diﬀerent mite treatments so careful
planning is a must.
In beekeeping we must always be careful observers of the cycles of nature, the weather and how these elements aﬀect
the physiology and biology of our bees. Using the “Wheel of the Year” diagram one can build a basis of knowledge in
which future predic ons can be made as well as when your pollinator plan ngs can be the most eﬀec ve in providing for‐
age when there is none. For each month note blooming plants, weather and brood changes. This tool is much more eﬀec‐
ve than trying to disseminate informa on from your many hive inspec on notes. Our understanding of the “Wheel of
the Year” in the context of bee physiology will directly inform our prac ces for years to come!
“Wheel of the Year” graphic can be printed and used as a log or keep a journal every year.
Fonta Molyneaux
www.wildeverlas ng.com
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February Mee ng Highlights
by Paula Sablosky, LCBA Secretary

Early Educa onal Mee ng: Walk Away Splits
& Steps You Can Take for Stress‐Free Queen
Rearing

LCBA February mee ng had an early presenta on by Morris Ostrofsky. The objec ves of the talk were:
what is a split, why raise local queens, why the walk away split, how do you prepare, how is it done and ﬁnally, how to
raise mul ple queens.
A split is a division of a bee colony. A nuc is the result of a split/division. Splits are done by the divisions. Splits have a long
history and were done by the Egyp ans.. Morris recommended the book “THE TEARS OF RE” by Gene Kritsky . It is a histo‐
ry of the Egyp an beekeeping prac ces.
Morris talked about how to do splits without stress. You do not have to ﬁnd the right aged larvae or worry about damag‐
ing the larvae with gra ing or even ﬁnd the queen! He also talked about why we should raise your own queens? The best
queens are queens that you raise yourself because there is be er acceptance thus be er chance of winter survival. The
queens are adapted to your climate. You can choose desirable traits. It is cost eﬀec ve and no special equipment. You can
build a queen bank. And there a sense of victory when you build your new hive.
A walk away split does require advance prepara on before making your division. In early winter you need to deal with
varroa popula on, select your breeder colony and gather materials. In early March you will start feeding the breeder colo‐
ny protein/carbohydrates. You will need to make a calendar based on your queen ma ng target date. There are several
considera ons in determining your target date; queen biology, local temperature and your personal calendar. Use Morris’
calendar as a guide. You can adjust it for your use. Day four is the only day that is not ﬂexible.
Lastly Morris talked about how to raise mul ple queens and his recommenda ons for books to help you out.
Be er Bee Keeping by Kim Flo um
Queen Rearing and Bee Breeding by Harry Laidlow Jr & Robert Page Jr.
Queen Rearing Essen als 2nd Edi on by Lawrence Connor
Morris gave step by step instruc ons in his presenta on on splits. His slide show and calendar is posted on our website on
the ”LCBA Talks” tab and the video recording is available. Contact Nancy at nancy.ograin@gmail.com for link if needed.
Posted also is Morris’ paper on Gra Free Queen Rearing.pdf.
Morris would like to know your experience with splits and how it worked for you. You can contact him at:
ostrofsky@pacinfo.com.

General Mee ng Presenta on: Spring Management by Judy Scher
The main presenta on was by our Webmaster Judy Scher. She broke down spring labor into two thoughts of
management and me periods: February 14 to Mid March, Mid March to late March and Late March‐Mid
April. For each division she talked about what the bees are doing and what the beekeeper is doing. Spring
management starts now even though it’s s ll winter.
February 14 to Mid March
What the Bees are doing? The bees are con nuing to cluster during these cold and rainy days. If the temperature gets up
to 50 degrees they will take cleansing ﬂights. The colony is star ng to build up. The queen is increasing egg laying thus the
bees are consuming honey and pollen. They are bringing in pollen when they can ﬂy.
What the beekeeper is doing? The beekeeper is he ing the hive from the bo om to check if there are enough honey
stores. If light open the hive very brieﬂy for emergency feeding. You can use sugar pa es or fondant at this me. You
cannot feed liquid syrup un l the weather is consistently about 50 degrees. The beekeeper can also be checking the s cky
boards to count varroa mite, checking to see if the cluster is centered and looking at the debris on the board. Mite count
con nued on page 7
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mee ng highlights con nued

should not be more than ﬁve mites per day. Reading a s cky board at this me is tricky.
There will lots of debris on the s cky board; dead bees, old capping's, wax moth feces.

You can treat now if your mite count is high by using oxalic acid, if you did not already use it in the winter, or you can use
formic acid when day me temperatures are above 50F. Use “Tools for Varroa Management” and “Decision Making
Tools” with videos for treatment op ons, Honey Bee Health Coali on Tools for Varroa Management.
The number one enemy of the beehive is starva on. If there is a queen excluder in place‐the bees will stay with the
queen and they will not move up to the honey stores. If the cluster is not centered and it is cold, they will not move to the
side to ﬁnd honey stores. You can center the cluster when air temperature is above 50 degrees and the bees are ﬂying. .
Con nue to use your top insula on boxes and mouse guards or entrance reducers.
Another tool for the beekeeper is watching the blooms and no ng the microclimates in Lane County. Keep notes of bee
ac vity and what is blooming in a bloom log.
MID‐LATE MARCH
What are the bee doing? The bees are con nuing to build up popula on and bringing in nectar and pollen. You will be
seeing drone brood and maybe see mature drones ﬂying.
What is the beekeeper doing? The beekeeper on a dry day, over 55 degrees, can do the ﬁrst full inspec on of the year.
Is the hive dead or alive? If your hive has died try and determine why. Was there a large mite load last fall or did you go
into fall with a weak hive? Cold and moisture will kill a small cluster that can not move to the honey stores and thus will
starve. On the LCBA website Reference sec on2/20/2018, there is a talk by Mike France, “Why did My Bees Die?” that
could be helpful to determine what happened to your bees.
If your hive is alive check for presence of eggs and young brood which means you have a laying queen. The bees should
be bringing in lots of pollen. Five frames of bees indicate a strong hive. Look for signs of disease; Chalkbrood, Sacbrood,
or Nosema. Monitor for varroa mites and treat if necessary. You can now remove the top insula on box, clean or swap
out the bo om board for a clean one and reverse boxes if brood is near the top of the hive. You can s mulate any weak
colonies with a protein pa es and by feeding 1:1 sugar water if above 50 degrees.
LATE MARCH to MID APRIL
What are the bees doing? The bees are rearing brood and ramping up popula on. They are also working to coincide
with nectar ﬂows. The bees are also preparing for reproduc on (swarming). Drone brood produc on is increasing as the
hive naturally wants many adult drones by the me virgin queens emerge. You may see queen cups on the edge of
aframe.
What is the beekeeper doing? On of the things beekeepers can do is to equalize their hives by combining frames from
strong hives with weak hives. Frames should contain lots of bees and bees of all ages and not contain the queen ‐ check
three mes to make sure the queen was not taken! You can combine hives using newspaper method. Con nue to check
the hive for stores to make sure your bees don’t starve. Feed with 1:1 syrup if necessary. If it there is constant rain during
this me the bees will consume capped honey even during nectar ﬂow. If there is endless rain you may see bees ejec ng
drone brood and adult drones. This is normal as the bees need to conserve honey and pollen for the worker brood. Keep
monitoring varroa mites. You can also replace frames older than 4 years.
Later in the month or depending on weather, it is me for swarm control. In the spring queen cells will appear, this is a
definite sign of irreversible swarm decision. Watch the frame space for brood expansion and super if necessary. If 7 out of
10 frames are full add a honey super.
Yellow jackets can be a big problem. Once the temperatures hit 60 degrees or if you see yellow jacket queen hovering,
looking for a nest, put up your yellow jackets traps with the queen pheromone.
Judy’s slide show is posted on our website under the “LCBA Talks” tab and the video recording is available. Contact Nancy
for link at nancy.ograin@gmail.com.
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6. If your hives are burs ng at the seams, you can reverse
your brood boxes. Usually, the lower box will be empty
by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member
of brood. Take this empty box and place it on top of the
second box. The second box, with all its brood, bees
and queen will become the bo om or ﬁrst box as a re‐
March is the month to treat your bees if you haven’t
sult. The queen will then move up into the new, and
already. Be sure and check for mites. Count your mites
now empty, second box.
and see if you need to do a treatment. Grease pa es
and mitacide strips should be in the hive in March. Pick
7. Watch out for swarm cells as the month progresses and
a me that is rela vely warm (about 55 degrees) and
moves into early April. Swarm cells look like peanuts
quickly apply your medica ons. It looks like it may be
that have not been shelled and are placed at the edges
an early spring this year.
of the frames (usually). Various swarm control tech‐
niques can be used including spli ng your hives.
Bees will be increasing their buildup during this month.
Spli ng simply involves dividing the brood and boxes in
Make sure that adequate stores are in place. Don’t
the strong hive and star ng a new hive. In the queen‐
count on any early spring honey ﬂow since the bees
less half of these two hives, you may let the bees raise a
o en cannot ﬂy due to poor weather. A hive should
new queen. Make sure that queenless half has eggs
never have less than 15 pounds of honey or stores. This
from which to raise this queen. This process will take
is about ﬁve western frames or three deep frames of
about four weeks. You can also order a queen for the
solid honey.
queenless half from a queen breeder.
You can feed your bees at this me if the temperature is
consistently above 50 degrees. It is beginning to warm 8. If a hive is very weak, queenless and not worth saving,
unite it with another hive that needs a boost. Place a
enough that they can handle nectar or syrup. A mixture
newspaper between the two hives and let the bees
of one part sugar to two parts water fed to the bees at
chew the obstruc on away. They will unite peacefully.
this me will s mulate increased brood rearing and help
your hives survive the winter and build up in the
9. Think about requeening any hives that are chronically
months to come. Be careful of swarming when you
weak or unproduc ve. A new and healthy queen will
s mulate your hives this way. Also, remember that
help the buildup and now is the me to order that
feeding s mula ng syrup will increase brood rearing
queen. Look for disease resistance and hygienic
and subsequent need for stores. Watch such hives care‐
queens.
fully. If you just want to supplement the nectar ﬂow
10. Watch out for yellow jacket queens and use pheromone
feed 1:1 sugar water.
traps for them. Any queens you capture in the spring
Entrance reducers can probably be removed at this
will greatly reduce the problems with yellow jackets in
me. You might want to clean the bo om board of any
the late summer and fall.
debris or dead bees and make sure that it is dry.
11. March is the month that many think is the most cri cal
If weather permits, it is advisable to even up or balance
month for beekeeping of the en re year. Do your job
your hives. This means that those hives that are over‐
right in this month and you go a long way towards hav‐
ﬂowing with bees and brood should have some brood
ing a successful year of beekeeping.
removed which can be given to weaker hives to boost
their strength. MAKE SURE THAT YOU DO NOT TAKE
THE QUEEN FROM THE STRONG HIVE ALONG WITH THE
TRANSFERRED FRAMES. Don’t take more than 20% of
the bees and brood from the strong hive.

March Beekeeping Tips

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Mason Bees
By Polly Habliston
Mason bees are amazing pollinators and so much easier to raise than honeybees.
One mason bee can pollinate as much as 75‐200 honeybees and are your best bet for
pollina ng early ﬂowering plants. Mason bees work in cool or rainy weather when
honeybees are more likely to take the day oﬀ. It’s beneﬁcial to have both honey bees
and mason bees in your yard. Mason bees are usually black or metallic blue‐
green, though some mes very brightly colored. They can range in size, but are typi‐
cally about half the size of a honey bee and they don’t s ng, so they’re an uncomplicated beneﬁcial insect to invite into
the garden.
We had a successful year with our mason bees last year. We harvested 785 cocoons, and are comfortable with our supply
of homes and straws to keep 150. That means we can share our surplus. See our ad in this months classiﬁed ads. We
also have excess male cocoons free to anyone who wants to provide homes.
Caring for Mason Bees:
March is one of three important months in the year for mason bees – and it’s here! This is the month to put out your co‐
coons. Watch the 7‐10‐day weather forecast. Look for temperatures of 50‐55° for 3+ days in a row, with no heavy rain in
the forecast. Put out 1/3 or ½ of your cocoons in late March and the rest 1‐2 weeks later. All cocoons should be out by
the ﬁrst week of April.
Your mason bee house can be any wood house (roughly 4” X 4” X 7 ½” long, but large plas c tubes work too) that holds
the dispensing tube and straws and provides a cover to keep them dry. The house should be anchored, facing south‐east,
so it receives morning sun, op mally 3‐6 feet above the ground, but it can be higher. It should be placed away from bird
feeders, because bees make tasty morsels. Have a water/mud supply nearby, because the bees need mud to enclose
their cocoons.
The next important calendar dates to watch are June and October. In June, you bring in the tubes, put them inside a card‐
board box and store in a warm, but not hot, loca on (garage usually works), so bees can complete their development. In
October, you remove the cocoons from the straws, rub them gently to remove debris and wash quickly in a solu on of 1
teaspoon bleach/gallon of water, 2 minutes maximum! Allow the cocoons to dry (do not use a hair dryer!) and put into a
container with holes in the lid. Line the container with a dry paper towel and pile the cocoons onto the paper towel.
Leave enough room for a 2nd smaller container that holds a damp paper towel. Place in the “vegetable bin” of your refrig‐
erator, 38‐39° and 60‐70% humidity. Check the paper towel occasionally, October through March, to make sure the co‐
coons do not dry out, un l weather permits dispensing.
When you purchase cocoons they should be kept in a container similar to that described above in your refrigerator un l
me to be placed outside in the tube. The tube goes into your li le “house” ‐ then
you just have to sit back and watch the ac vity!
You will need to have on hand:

A container to keep them in un l weather is appropriate to put
them out.

A house to put your tube in.
You can purchase straws to ﬁll your house on‐line ‐ e.g. Farmstand Mason Bee
Paper Inserts and Mason Bee Nes ng Tubes on Amazon. It is a good idea to slit
the straws with a razor blade le er opener before pu ng them into the card‐
board tubes as it makes it easier to remove the cocoons in October.
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In the 2018‐2019 beekeeping season, 302 Oregon and 133 Washington
backyarder beekeepers par cipated in the PNW Survey. The survey tool,
by Dr. Dewey M. Caron
now in its 12th year, measures honey bee survival/losses with diverse
management variables such as feeding, winterizing, sanita on and var‐
roa sampling/control of individual beekeepers. Lane County beekeepers have been extremely faithful survey takers over
the last several years.

It’s Survey Time Again

The online survey instrument www.pnwhoneybeesurvey.com/survey will be opened March 15 and will extend through
month of April. It should only take a few minutes to complete. Informa on requested this year is similar to previous years.
You can download and print a paper copy from the survey site for those who prefer this form over the electronic survey. I
very much appreciate the 55 responses from LCBA Beekeepers last year, the highest response rate of all the individual
clubs last year. THANK YOU.
Colony loss levels from the Oregon respondents last season were 38% down from the elevated 48% overall loss the previ‐
ous year. Statewide, respondents had 1,353 fall colonies of which 845 colonies survived to spring; 92% were nucs or eight
and ten frame Langstroth hives. For the 55 Lane County respondents overall losses were 35%; this was 4 percentage
points higher than the previous year when LCBA losses were the lowest of 16 Oregon clubs.
Trend line of losses is toward higher losses. You can review the 2019‐2020 winter losses from last winter or for previous
seasons for LCBA at h ps://pnwhoneybeesurvey.com/wp‐content/uploads/2020/06/2019-20-Lane‐Co‐REPORT.pdf.
The survey asks how many colonies you had last fall compared to this spring in three ways, through hive loca on, hive
types and origina on. There are also ques ons on basic wintering op ons, varroa control and feeding
In my last annual LCBA report I showed things that worked for some individuals. Those feeding dry sugar or pollen pa es
or pollen dry had greater survival. Individuals that didn’t do any wintering op ons had the highest losses, while those who
performed four or more of the op ons had only a 23% overwinter loss. Avoiding moving frames and reducing dri ing
were the two sanita on choices that demonstrated be er than average survival statewide for the past three years. Indi‐
viduals that monitored for mites had a 27% loss while those who did no monitoring had double that loss. Individuals do‐
ing no chemical control measure had nearly double the loss rate of those doing something. Oxalic acid dribble, Apilife Var
and Apiguard treatment showed the best survival rates for chemical treatments. Among the non‐chemical treatments
drone brood removal, brood cycle interrup on pain ng hive to reduce dri ing were the three op ons showing best sur‐
vival for Lane County members.
The ques on is what will this spring bring? Take the survey.

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR SHARING
THIS PAST SEASON.
Please take the survey for the
2019‐2020 season.
Your results do count!
It is my hope that the survey and re‐
ports have become a worthy asset in
your beekeeping journey. I will have
loss numbers within a month and the
full report for LCBA by mid‐summer.

Take the survey at:
www.pnwhoneybeesurvey.com/survey

Annual Honey Bee Survivorship Survey
Red line =12‐year trend
The trend line for overwintering losses is upward.
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2021 Oﬃcers and Directors
President:

Brian McGinley

541‐521‐7523

56magoo@gmail.com

Vice‐President: Nancy Ograin

541‐935‐7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Treasurer: Polly Habliston

541‐461‐0339

polly@uoregon.edu

Secretary: Paula Sablosky

541‐206‐7173

mygarden122@gmail.com

Directors:
Jim Rundall

541‐688‐1925

rundall@comcast.net

Fonta Molyneaux

541‐592‐9332

wildeverlas ngfarm@gmail.com

Pam Leavi

541‐344‐4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Lynn Hellwege

541‐513‐2074

lwege4@comcast.net

Brian Jackson

541‐513‐3716

brian.honeypaddle@gmail.com

Past‐President: Mike France
Commi ees:
Library ‐ Anita & Arthur Jones

541‐232‐1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541‐937‐2244

beesherenow@gmail.com

Bee School ‐ Pam Leavi

541‐344‐4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Website / Swarm List ‐ Judy Scher

541‐344‐2114

judyscher@gmail.com

Newsle er Editor ‐ Nancy Ograin

541‐935‐7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Facili es Coordinator ‐ Jim Rundall

541‐688‐1925

rundall@comcast.net

LCBA Scholarships ‐ Katharine Hunt

541‐607‐0106

keehhunt@gmail.com

Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator ‐ Rita Ostrofsky

541‐685‐2875

ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

OMB Regional Representa ve ‐ Rick Olson

541‐997‐3792

rolson2@a global.net

Best Prac ces Liaisons for Lane County ‐ Mike France &
Becky Lemler

541‐232‐1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541‐935‐9527

beesnjrts@outlook.com
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Classiﬁed Ads

Bee‐related classiﬁed ads cost $5.00/month for non‐members and are free to members. Classiﬁed ads
run for three issues and may be renewed by contac ng the editor. Bee‐related business ads start at
$35. To place an ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541‐935‐7065 or via e‐mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com.

Morris Ostrofsky has
Nucs, Hives and Queens for Pre‐order
Nucs in corrugated box: $160.00
5 frame nuc in a corrugated box; Western
frames; 2021 locally raised queen
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)
Nucs in wood nuc box: $200.00
5 frame nuc in a wood nuc box; Western
frames; 2021 locally, raised queen
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)
Complete one story 10 frame hive:
$240.00
2021 locally raised queen; 9/10 Western
frames with bees; new equipment (hive
body,
screened bo om board, cover)
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)

For Sale Mason Bee Cocoons
Package of 50 cocoons, 30 females/20
males $35
Packages comes in a 5 1/2” tube, with
one closed end and one open‐holed
end. Purchased cocoons should be
kept in a container similar to that de‐
scribed above in your refrigerator un l
me to be placed outside in the tube.
Free: Male cocoons for anyone who
wants to provide homes.
To Order Contact:
Polly or Doug Habliston
polly@uoregon.edu
541‐461‐0339

2019 Sun Queen School of Apiary
2021 Beekeeping Mentorship
Full spectrum classes oﬀered live
through zoom 1st Saturday of the
month March ‐ August.
For more info and list of oﬀerings:
Contact: Fonta
www.wildeverlas ng.com
541‐592‐9332
www. .me/sunqueenschool

For Sale Misc
Beekeeping Equipment
SS 4 frame tangen al
Extractor $300 OBO
Uncapping tank $300 OBO

”Free Assistance for New
Beekeepers”

Marked Queens: $40.00
2021 locally raised marked queens; availa‐
ble end of June to allow me to evaluate
her performance
and increase acceptance.

If you need help or advice in the con‐
struc on of your wooden ware, LCBA
member Lee Yamada is oﬀering his
woodworking knowledge free of
charge.

Contact Morris at
ostrofsky@pacinfo.com
541‐685‐2875

Contact Info:
LEE YAMADA
lkyboletes@gmail.com
541‐844‐1206

Other: Hot knife, smoker, misc
woodenware*, hive tools, bee
brush, other various tools, bee suit
& pollinator jacket size XL, gloves
and more. Total for all: $100
Contact Pat Saxton:
Home 541‐935‐2008
Cell: 541‐521‐8573
*Note: Woodenware has been in
storage. As a precau on freeze or
use paramoth to prevent wax

For discounts on American
Bee Journal subscrip ons
contact Nancy Ograin for
discount form.

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION
2021 LCBA New/Renewal Memberships
$25 per year per calendar year (Jan‐Dec 2021)
per household or family.
Please remit payment to:
LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR 97404
polly@uoregon.edu
Membership forms for new members and re‐
newals are available on the LCBA website.
Click here to access.

The LCBA newsle er is published eleven mes a year by the Lane
County Beekeepers Associa on, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR
97404. Sample copies may be requested from the editor. Copy‐
right resides with individual contributors. If you would like to re‐
print anything you see here, please contact the editor. Permission
is normally granted freely for non‐proﬁt use. For adver sements,
please contact the editor or the associa on treasurer by the ﬁrst of
the month.
Editor: Nancy Ograin
541‐935‐7065 nancy.ograin@gmail.com

13

Links

http://www.lcbaor.org/
https://orsba.org/

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb
Friday in the Apiary
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
mb/friday‐apiary

Bee Informed
Partnership
https://beeinformed.org/

Honey Bee Lab
Pollinator Health

Honey Bee Health
Coalition

Tools for Varroa Management
& Supporting Videos
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

Oregon Bee Project

Best Management Practices for Bee Health
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
hivehealthbmps

Bee Diagnostics

PolliNation Podcast

Varroa Management Decision Tool
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://www.honey.com/

Beltsville Bee Lab
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis
The go to for American foulbrood.

Honey Bee Health
Resources, Research and Beekeeping
videos
https://bee-health.extension.org/

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance
Free Beekeeping in Oregon
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186

In the Bees with the OSU Honey Bee Lab
Honey Bee Videos from the OSU

