LANE COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
130 HANSEN LANE, EUGENE, OR 97404
Website: www.lcbaor.org Email: lcbaor@pacinfo.com

March 2019 NEWSLETTER
President’s Message
Mike France, LCBA President
I’ve fallen head over heels again! As I was sitting in the LCBA Bee School this
year I felt like it was my first time again. I felt the thrill of being amazed at
the wonder of the honey bee. Each speaker had many great stories, tips and
fascinating facts that kept me glued to their presentation. Honey bees are so
wonderful to learn about and no matter how much I already know I always
learn something new.
I remember sitting in my first LCBA bee school just five short years ago and
learning all of this really amazing information. The details came at me like a
fire hose turned to full blast. I could not write everything down fast enough
and thought that if I didn’t get it the first time I would never hear it again. I
enjoyed that excited feeling when a whole new world opens up to me.
The day after bee school this year I was so inspired and ready to get out and
check on my two remaining hives. It felt good to light the smoker, to pry off
the top and to say hello to the honey bees that have been patiently overwintering and waiting for a day or two of good weather to fly. One hive was flying the other thought it a bit too cold to fly. The joy of beekeeping is back for
another season in my heart!
For the team of people who organized, presented, prepared food and
cleaned up our 2019 bee school I offer a huge thank you. The feedback and
comments from participants was stellar for all presenters. This is a huge effort but there are now almost 50 new beekeepers ready to engage in this fun
and fascinating hobby.
We have many great presentations lined up for this spring so please join us
for both the early meeting and the monthly general session. You may have
many questions about what to expect and what is happening in your hive
during the season. Feel free to come early and ask an LCBA member your
questions. We are beekeepers who are head over heels for our bees and will
talk to anyone who will listen!

President: Mike France 541-232-1610
Vice President: Jim Rundall 541–688-1925
Treasurer: Polly Habliston 541-461-0339
Secretary: Jodi Wiktorowski 541-543-1737
Past President: Pam Leavitt 541-344-4228
Board Members: Kelly Goodwin 541-925-3028
Rebecca Fain 541-997-3792
Paula Mance 541-967-2047
Brian McGinley 541-521-7523
Fonta Molyneaux 541-592-9332

GENERAL MEETING:
March 19, 2019
Come early to socialize and share
your questions with experienced
beekeepers.
Early Educational Class

Topic: Bait Boxes
Speaker: Morris Ostrofsky
Door opens at 6:00 pm
Presentation starts at 6:15 pm
“Fireside Room”

General Meeting
Hall opens at 7:00 pm
Program 7:30 pm
Topic: Swarms & Hive Management
Speaker: Chuck Hunt
Trinity United
Methodist Church
440 Maxwell Road

Turn West off River Road
in Eugene (South of Beltline)
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Upcoming Events & Announcements
March 15th - Friday in the Apiary, “Pest & Disease Workshop”. Sign up to get notices at:
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mb/friday-apiary
March 20th - Linn Benton Beekeeping Assoc. Meeting
Speaker: Ellen Topitzhofer from OSU, "Honey Bee Nutrition"
Location: Corvallis Waldorf School, 3855 NE Hwy 20
http://www.lbba.us
March 27th - Central Coast Beekeepers Assoc.
Speaker: TBD
Location: Newport Library, 35 NW Nye St. Newport
http://www.ccbaor.org/
April 26th-27th - 45th Annual Bee Weekend
Location: Glory Bee, 29548 B Airport Rd, Eugene
Time: Friday 9:30 am–4:30 pm; Saturday 9:00AM-4:00pm
Food Carts / Kids Crafts /Honey Tasting/ Presentations &
Live Installation Demos
Bee Pick up: Friday 9:30am-4:30pm, Saturday 9:00am2:00pm
Kelly’s Beekeeping Website: “Lane County Hiveways”
Follow Kelly as she does her inspections, observations, and
other beekeeping activities.
http://lanecountyhiveways.com/
Florence Garden Club—visit their Face Book page at
https://www.facebook.com/FlorenceGardenClub/
.

What is Friday in the Apiary at OSU?
"Friday in the Apiary" is an opportunity to gather, visit,
and learn more about beekeeping at OSU's apiary at the
Oak Creek Center for Urban Horticulture. Every third
Friday of the month, you are invited to come and discuss hive management strategies for the month and get
to know other beekeepers. This is a casual, loosely
structured event intended to provide a learning experience in a relaxed setting.
Sign up to received notifications at:
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mb/friday-apiary

March Early Educational Meeting
“Bait Boxes” by Morris Ostrofsky
This presentation describes practical uses for bait
hives, suggestions for when and how to set them up,
placement strategies, and how oxalic acid can help
eliminate 90% of the Varroa mites before moving a
swarm to a standard hive. Morris also describes his
efforts to find feral hives.

Swarm List
Judy Scher is completing the updated swarm list for
our website. Be sure to get any updated information
to her as soon as possible. This list is intended for
members only that will collect swarms. You must
have experience in removing swarms to be on the list
and a current member. Check to make sure your information is correct by clicking on the link:
http://www.lcbaor.org/swarmlist
To insure the information gets added correctly
please contact Judy at judyscher@gmail.com or 541344-2114.

LCBA Upcoming Meeting Topics
Below are some of our upcoming meetings.
April 16th - General Meeting: Best Practices
Early Educational Class: Package Bees
May 21st - General Meeting: Botany for Beekeepers
Early Education Class: Hive Evaluation &
Reading Frames
June 18th - General Meeting: Varroa Mite
Early Education Class: Extracting Honey

Welcome New Members
Hector Cash
Ross and Melodee Mickey
Adolfo & Sara Montiel
Andrew Rector
Norman Ripley
Brandon Sieveking
Richard & Reittus Walker

Eugene
Eugene
Springfield
Eugene
Springfield
Eugene
Noti
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Sucessful LCBA Bee School

As in many previous years, Lane County Beekeepers sponsored another successful
by Pam Leavitt, Past President bee school on March 9th. There were 48 attendees enrolled and no cancellations.
Everyone who walked in the door to pick up their packets voiced excitement and
pleasure in being able to learn about honey bees. Our outreach extended beyond our local Eugene-Springfield area with
people coming from Albany, Newport, Newburg, Sheridan, Cottage Grove, Pleasant Hill, Deadwood and one from the
state of Washington!
The club awarded a scholarship to Patrice Tucker, from Cottage Grove, who completed the application, explaining why
she wanted to be involved with beekeeping. Congratulations Patrice!
Glory Bee and 3 Acre Honey donated 12 items for door prizes. The Grand Prize, a 3-pound package of bees, was donated
by Glory Bee and the winner was Tara McDowell, who drove from Newport to attend. Tara’s smile lite up the room when
her number was called.
This event would not be possible without the volunteers who work behind the scenes to organize, register, answer inquires, bring snacks to share, buy supplies, bring teaching aides from their own apiaries, agree to be speakers, compile
material for the booklet to be taken to the printer, and burn the CD’s with valuable information for attendees to take
home. Prior to the event, it takes several hours to set up the main room and the individual rooms for the workshops.
When the doors open, we have greeters who welcome folks, check them in and pass out the take home packets. The audio/visual system requires attention by several people. The supply of fresh snacks and beverages takes additional volunteers in the kitchen. The end of the day requires muscle and grit to return the building to its original state. Each person
knows who they are and without them, this event would not be possible. THANK YOU EVERYONE!
I am proud to be a member of this club and recognize its commitment to continuing its mission to promote the growth
and development of beekeepers.

Speakers

Mike France

Pam Leavitt

Jonathan Loftin

Chuck Hunt
Judy Scher

Brandt Weaver
Morris Ostrofsky

Max Kuhn

Ken Ograin
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LCBA Helpers

Arthur Jones & Amy Sierzega
Pam Leavitt, Tara McDowell, Mike France
Tara won the package of bees donated by Glory Bee.
Thank You Glory Bee!

Anita Jones
Jim Rundall
Rita Ostrofsky

Les Leavitt

Janine Piercey
Mike Harrington
Polly Habliston

Katharine Hunt

Helpers not shown:
Doug Habliston & Brian McGinley
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Wallace’s Giant Bee

A species of bee thought to be lost was found again on a small island in Indonesia. Wallace's
Giant Bee or Megachile pluto is much larger than European honeybees with females coming
in at almost 2 inches, with tongue that reaches at least an inch. If that wasn't large enough, the species also has a gigantic
mandible around their mouth. This giant bee is a cavity nesting solitary bee.
Natural history photographer Clay Bolt found and photographed the enormous bee living in a termites nest on the side of
a tree - which is their preferred habitat. The breakthrough find came in the final days of a five-day trip to Indonesia as part
of a conservation effort for lost species.
The bee was last seen in the 1980's, when it was presumed to be extinct.
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February Meeting Highlights

Announcements:

Max Kuhn won the Glory Bee gift certificate drawing for those that donated honey for the home show. Thanks to all
our members who donated!

 It is time to renewal your membership for LCBA.
 Judy Scher announced she is updating the swarm list. Please get your updated

information to her as soon as possible. (See article on page 2.)

Speaker: Judy Scher, Spring Management
Judy started off with the three divisions of spring management; February 14 to
mid March, mid March to late March, and late March to mid April. For each division you need to ask yourself - what are the bees doing and what is the bee- Katharine Hunt presenting Max Kuhn
with the Glory Bee gift certificate!
keeper doing?
From February 14 to mid March the bees will continue to cluster because it is still
cold and rainy. The bees are starting to build up and queen has started to increase
her egg laying. Bees will also start consuming honey and pollen and on the nice days when they
can fly they will be bringing pollen into the hive. During this time you need to check your food
stores. Heft hive from the back at the bottom to check to see is there are enough honey stores.
Open hive very briefly for emergency feeding if they it. Use pure sugar patties if it’s still cold and if
it is above 50 degrees consistently you can feed 2:1 sugar water (two parts sugar to one part water).

Judy Scher

During this time the beekeeper can also check their collection board. Count varroa mites (should be
under
5 mites/day), check to see if cluster is centered, and check the strength of the hive by area of debris. Reading the collection board is tricky between winter and early spring. You can see an accumulation of moldy dead bees, old capping and
wax moth feces. Be sure the bottom board screen is clean before inserting the collection board. Visit the LCBA website
for important varroa information from the Honey Bee Health Coalition; Tools for Varroa Management, Varroa management Decision Tool, and supporting videos. This information tells you when and how to treat for varroa.
The number one spring enemy is starvation. Bees can have plenty of stores, but if capped honey frames are not next to
the cluster they will starve. You can continue during this period to use a insulation/moisture control box and mouse
guards. Plants are just starting to bloom during this time. Some pollen sources are red dead nettle, cherries and dandelions. Nectar sources are rosemary, pussy willow, and red sunset maple. It is nice to keep a bloom log so you know when
the booms are starting in your area.
The next division is mid-March to late March. During this time bees are continuing to build up their population, bringing
in nectar and pollen. You may also see drone brood and mature drones flying. This is the time for the beekeeper to do
their first full inspection on a dry day over 55 degrees. You should see eggs, young brood present, honey and pollen
stores. If you have dead outs determine why your hive died. Did it have a large mite load last fall? Was it weak in the fall?
Did it starve? There is a great video on the LCBA main website page from Michigan State University on “Why Did My Bees
Die?” There is also an article on the “Reference tab” on our website. Visit our website or click on link below.
LCBA Website: www.lcbaor.org/
Michigan State Universtiy - https://pollinators.msu.edu/keep-bees-alive/why-did-my-bees-die-video/
U Tube Video: https://pollinators.msu.edu/keep-bees-alive/why-did-my-bees-die-video/
You may also see chalk brood during this time. Chalk brood is caused by a fungal pathogen. Weak hives in damp areas are
prone to chalk brood. You can relocate the hive to a sunny area and re-queening also may help. You should remove as
much chalk brood as possible. During this time the beekeeper can clean or swap out bottom boards for clean ones. Reverse boxes if the brood is near the top of the hive, but do not separate the cluster. Stimulate weak colonies with a protein patty. You will also need to monitor for varroa mites. Now is the time to remove your insulation box and install
continued on page 7
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Feb meeting highlights continued

grease patties for tracheal mite control. What’s blooming now should be the big leaf
maple. This is an important minor nectar flow for Lane County. This nectar will get
the bees through the dearth in May so be sure not to harvest the honey.
Late March to Mid April the bees are now rearing brood. You will also see drone production increasing. Hives naturally
want many adult drones by the time virgin queens emerge. You may see queen cups on the edge of the frame. During
this time the beekeeper can equalize hives by combining them with weaker hives. Frames should contain lots of bees,
brood of all ages, but be sure they do not contain the queen. Combine using the newspaper method. Don’t let your bees
starve. Feed if necessary. Continue to monitor and control for varroa mites. Now is the time also to start trapping for
yellow jacket queens.
This period of time is also swarming time. Watch space for brood expansion, super if necessary , do hive reversal if bottom box is free of brood. If you see queen cells appear it is a sign of swarming.

Early Educational Class - Yellow Jackets by Ken Ograin
At the February meeting Ken Ograin gave an early educational talk on yellow jackets. Ken talked about the importance of
stopping yellow jackets early. You have four to five weeks to capture the queens when you first start seeing them hovering , looking for a nesting site. When the queens emerge from hibernation the first thing they do is find a nest site, then
build and feed the nest for several weeks until enough workers hatch to take on nest building and feeding duties. It is at
this time that she will then remain in the nest and just lay eggs. Nests can build up to several thousand workers by late
August or September and it’s at this time that the colony will produce males and queens. Queens will then mate and find
a place to hibernate till next season. So it is important to start trapping queens early in the season to prevent nests from
getting established. Ken used the Rescue cylinder trap with the 10 week cartridge.

Old Stock

New Stock
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March Beekeeping Tips

6. Also, if your hives are bursting at the seams, you can
reverse your brood boxes. Usually, the lower box will be
empty of brood. Take this empty box and place it on top
of the second box. The second box, with all its brood,
1. March is the month to treat your bees if you haven’t
bees and queen will become the bottom or first box as a
already. Be sure and check for mites. Count your mites
result. The queen will then move up into the new, and
and see if you need to do a treatment. Pick a time that is
now empty, second box.
relatively warm (about 55 degrees) and quickly apply
7. Watch out for swarm cells as the month progresses and
your medications.
moves into early April. Swarm cells look like peanuts
2. Bees will be increasing their buildup during this month.
that have not been shelled and are placed at the edges
Make sure that adequate stores are in place. Don’t
of the frames (usually). Various swarm control techcount on any early spring honey flow since the bees ofniques can be used including splitting your hives. Splitten cannot fly due to poor weather. A hive should never
ting simply involves dividing the brood and boxes in the
have less than 15 pounds of honey or stores. This is
strong hive and starting a new hive. In the queenless
about five western frames or three deep frames of solid
half of these two hives, you may let the bees raise a new
honey.
queen. Make sure that queenless half has eggs from
which to raise this queen. This process will take about
3. You can feed your bees at this time since it is beginning
four weeks. You can also order a queen for the
to warm enough that they can handle nectar or syrup. A
queenless half from a queen breeder.
mixture of two parts sugar to one part water fed to the

by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member

bees at this time will stimulate increased brood rearing 8. If a hive is very weak, queenless and not worth saving,
and help your hives survive the winter and build up in
unite it with another hive that needs a boast. Place a
the months to come. Be careful of swarming when you
newspaper between the two hives and let the bees
stimulate your hives this way. Also, remember that
chew the obstruction away. They will unite peacefully.
feeding stimulating syrup will increase brood rearing and
subsequent need for stores. Watch such hives carefully. 9. Think about re-queening any hives that are chronically
weak or unproductive. A new and healthy queen will
4. Entrance reducers can probably be removed at this time.
help the buildup and now is the time to order that
You might want to clean the bottom board of any debris
queen. Look for disease resistance and hygienic queens.
or dead bees and make sure that it is dry.
10. Watch out for yellow jacket queens and use pheromone
5. If weather permits, it is advisable to even up or balance
traps for them. Any queens you capture in the spring
your hives. This means that those hives that are overwill greatly reduce the problems with yellow jackets in
flowing with bees and brood should have some broad
the late summer and fall.
removed. These removed bees and brood should be
given to hives that are weak to boast their strength. 11. March is the month that many think is the most critical
month for beekeeping of the entire year. Do your job
MAKE SURE THAT YOU DO NOT TAKE THE QUEEN FROM
right in this month and you go a long way towards havTHE STRONG HIVE ALONG WITH THE TRANSFERRED
ing a successful year of beekeeping.
FRAMES. Don’t take more than 20 % of the bees and
brood from the strong hive.
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Pacific Northwest Honeybee Survivorship & Beekeeping Practices
by Dr. Dewey M. Caron
In the 2017-2018 beekeeping season, 303 Oregon and 104 Washington backyarder beekeepers participated in the April
survey that measures the health of our regions honey bee colonies. The survey tool also measures the local honeybees
survival/losses with the highly diverse management variables such as the feeding, sanitation and varroa sampling/control
of individual beekeepers! These large sets of annual data have been intriguing to analyze over the last five years and are
all available to review at the state and individual club level on our website.
The online survey instrument www.pnwhoneybeesurvey.com/survey will be opened March 15th and extend through
the month of April. It should only take a few minutes to complete, especially if you are using the “note sheet”, found
online under the resources tab. Information requested this year is similar to previous years, but I have trimmed the survey so it is shorter with fewer questions. I will be visiting LCBA at their March 19th meeting to ask that you complete a
survey. I will have paper copies for those who prefer this form over the electronic survey. I very much appreciate the 34
responses from LCBA Beekeepers last year.
Colony loss levels from all 304 Oregon
respondents were 38%; of 1,277 fall
colonies 789 colonies survived to the
spring. 89% were 8- and 10-frame
Langstroth hives. For the 34 Lane
County respondents, overall losses
were 37%, significantly lower than the
50% of the previous year (which was
also the year of the lowest LCBA
member response), but seven percentage points above the 10-year average LCBA losses of 30% (last two
years losses have exceeded the average). See the 10-year LCBA loss
graph.
The main emphasis of the survey revolves around reporting how many colonies you had last fall compared to this spring,
which we then assess three ways. They are hive location, hive types and origination (meaning were they overwintered
colonies, nucs or packages purchased, swarms or splits). Other survey questions relate to some of the basic managements you might do for varroa control. In my annual report I show things that worked for some individuals. Feeding dry
sugar, basic sanitation and providing colonies a distinct address helped some individuals keep losses lower. Monitoring
for mites and the use of some controls also resulted in lower losses by Lane beekeepers.
The question is what will the climatic events of this year mixed with our ever-changing beekeeping practices result in this
year? Only time and YOU will tell. Ramesh Sagili, OSU Bee Lab, on NPR Feb 18 th predicted heavy losses for a third year in
row. Eric Olsen, once the largest Washington beekeeper in the Yakima area said “their hives experienced a dramatic loss
this year. But it's not as bad as when he lost about 65 percent of them”. https://www.npr.org/.../massive-loss-ofthousands-of-hives-afflicts-orchard-growers-and...
THANK YOU FOR SHARING THIS PAST SEASON. Please consider completing a survey for the 2018-2019 season. It is my
hope that the survey and reports have become a worthy asset in your beekeeping journey. I will have loss numbers
within a month and the full report for LCBA by mid-summer.

.

Click here to Take Survey
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Classified Ads

Bee-related classified ads cost $5.00/month for non-members and are free to members. Classified ads run for three issues and may be renewed by contacting the editor. Bee-related business ads start at $35 a year.
To place an ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541-935-7065 or via e-mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com.

For Sale Hives /Nucs
For sale: 5 Frame Nucs in cardboard nuc box
or wood box
 in cardboard nuc box = $160; in wood
box = $200
 5 deep frames in each box
 at least 4 frames of bees
 new queen
For sale: full single story hive in a deep or
western box (both with 10 frames)
 In deep box = $250; in western box =
$235
 new frames (beeswax not plastic)
 Includes a cover and screened bottom
board
 New queen
 at least 6 frames of bees

”Free Assistance for New
Beekeepers”
If you need help or advice in
the construction of you
wooden ware, LCBA member
Lee Yamada is offering his
woodworking knowledge free
of charge.

I sell complete kits for Warré
top-bar beehives and also fully
assembled hives.

Contact Info: LEE YAMADA
lkyboletes@gmail.com,
541-844-1206

I also offer free guidance in Warré
top-bar beekeeping.

2019 LCBA New/Renewal
Memberships
$25 per year per household or family
Please remit payment to:
LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR 97404
polly@uoregon.edu
Membership forms for new members and
renewals are available on the LCBA website. Click here to access.

See the details at
www.beeologique.com
(under products)

Bill Wood ~ (541) 687-8211 ~
beeologique@gmail.com

“Bee Funny”
T-Shirts

Queens: locally raised (limited number) $40
All orders require a 50% deposit.
Estimated availability mid-June or earlier
dependent upon weather
Contact Morris Ostrofsky
541-685-2875 or 541-510-1167
ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

For Sale
Warré Beehives

100% of the proceeds to the OSU
Bee Research Lab, Ramesh Sagali.
For discounts on American
Bee Journal subscriptions
contact Nancy Ograin for
discount form.

Support Bee Research!
https://www.beetanicalapiary.com/bee-funny-shop

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION
The LCBA newsletter is published eleven times a year by the Lane County
Beekeepers Association, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR 97404. Sample
copies may be requested from the editor. Copyright resides with individual contributors. If you would like to reprint anything you see here,
please contact the editor. Permission is normally granted freely for nonprofit use. For advertisements, please contact the editor or the association treasurer by the first of the month.
Editor: Nancy Ograin
541-935-7065, nancy.ograin@gmail.com
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2019 Officers and Directors
President: Mike France
Vice-President: Jim Rundall
Secretary: Jodi Wiktorowski

541-232-1610
541-688-1925
541-543-1737

michaelj62@gmail.com
fjrundall@comcast.net
yodi10@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Polly Habliston
Directors:
Kelly Goodwin
Rebecca Fain

541-461-0339

polly@uoregon.edu

541-925-3028
541-997-8792

kgoodwinus@yahoo.com
rfain18@gmail.com

Paula Mance

541-967-2047

hopeclay@gmail.com

Brian McGinley

541-521-7523

56magoo@gmail.com

Fonta Molyneaux

541-592-9332

wildeverlastingfarm@gmail.com

Past-President: Pam Leavitt

541-344-4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Committees:
Library - Anita & Arthur Jones
LCBA Sales - Mike Harrington
Bee School - Ken Ograin
Website - Judy Scher
Newsletter Editor - Nancy Ograin
Facilities Coordinator - Jim Rundall
LCBA Scholarships - Katharine Hunt
Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator - Rita Ostrofsky

541-937-2244
541-913-6059
541-935-7065
541-344-2114
541-935-7065
541-688-1925
541-607-0106
541-685-2875

beesherenow@gmail.com
beekeeper@comcast.net
woodrt@pacinfo.com
judyscher@gmail.com
nancy.ograin@gmail.com
fjrundall@comcast.net
keehhunt@gmail.com
ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

Regional Representative - Rick Olson

541-997-3792

rolson2@attglobal.net
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Links

http://www.lcbaor.org/
https://orsba.org/

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb
Friday in the Apiary
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
mb/friday‐apiary

Bee Informed
Partnership
https://beeinformed.org/

Honey Bee Lab
Pollinator Health

Honey Bee Health
Coalition

Tools for Varroa Management
& Supporting Videos
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

Oregon Bee Project

Best Management Practices for Bee Health
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
hivehealthbmps

Bee Diagnostics

PolliNation Podcast

Varroa Management Decision Tool
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://www.honey.com/

Beltsville Bee Lab
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis
The go to for American foulbrood.

Honey Bee Health
Resources, Research and Beekeeping
videos
https://articles.extension.org/
bee_health

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance
Free Beekeeping in Oregon
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186

