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President’s Message by Brian McGinley
As we slowly slide toward spring season in the
Willame e Valley, I am hoping members are checking
in on their bees and ﬁnding good survival rates in their
bee yards. I heard from a friend in Albany last week and he lost all
seven of his colonies. Not a good start for the new year. His inabil‐
ity to give his bees the a en on they need due to work and a
young family played heavily on his survival rates. It’s a grim re‐
minder how reliant our colonies are on us to provide suﬃcient nu‐
tri on and to beat back varroa mites. Monitoring colony condi ons
is a key strategy for everyone.
Recent weather has been conducive for beekeepers to brieﬂy peek
into hives and for bees to venture out to pull in pollen from local
hazelnut trees. Warm days in February are good opportuni es to
oﬀer pollen pa es and food, as well as clear out dead bees on the
bo om board. February is also a good me to order new bees or
queens if you haven’t already.
On the club business end, the board met during the ﬁrst week of
February to schedule out topics and presenters for our monthly
mee ngs, as well as rou ne club business. So far, the board has
lined out a good selec on of topics through June. And while we
spent me lamen ng the beneﬁts of in‐person monthly mee ngs,
the board opted to keep mee ngs virtual for a li le longer.
In closing, I want to remind everyone about our two scheduled
Bee Schools for new beekeepers coming up. One is coming up soon
on February 12th and the second one is scheduled March 12th.
Both will be virtual and open to anyone interested in beekeeping.
More informa on in newsle er. Happy spring and we will see you
on‐line at the February club mee ng.

GENERAL MEETING
Via ZOOM
February 15, 2022
Early Educa onal Class
Topic: Walk Away Splits
Speaker: Morris Ostrofsky
Program begins at 6:15pm

General Mee ng
Topic: Spring Management
Speaker: Judy Scher
Announcements & Program
begin at 7:00 pm
See page 2 for mee ng details.
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Upcoming Webinar
Feb 22nd ‐ At Home Beekeeping Series Webinar
Time: 4:30pm‐5:30pm
Topic: Pest Management In The Hive, Cameron
Jack, University of Florida
Join via Zoom at: h ps://auburn.zoom.us/
j/904522838
Join via Facebook Live at: h ps://
www.facebook.com/LawrenceCountyextension/
(If you use facebook, a er logging in, click on more,
then events.)
The presenta on will be recorded and posted on
their Facebook page for 2 weeks a er presenta‐
on.

LCBA February Virtual Mee ng
Our February mee ng will feature an early presenta on
on “Walk Away Splits” by Morris Ostrofsky and then we
will have our general mee ng on “Spring Management”
by Judy Scher.
Log in for both presenta ons using the same link. You
may a end one or both. Just stay logged in a er early
class for next presenta on.
The mee ng will be recorded for those who are unable
to a end and will be posted on YouTube.
Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2022
Early Presenta on: 6:15 pm
You may begin logging in at 6:00 pm.
Announcements & General Mee ng: Begin at 7:00 pm

Save the Date
2022 BEEvent Polllinator
Conference
Saturday, March 5, 2022
For gardeners small farmers community scien sts &
pollinator enthusiasts.
Presenters: Olivia Messinger Carril, Pollinator Iden‐
ﬁca on; Rich Li le, Linn County Master Garden‐
ers Mason Bee Care & Research and others TBD.
They are an cipa ng this to be a hybrid event, with
both in‐person and online opportuni es.
Registra on will open some me in February 2022.
h ps://www.linnmastergardeners.com/

Info on February’s Mee ng
Walk Away Splits ‐ Morris will talk about the basic
“Walk Away” split. Crea ng new colonies in the bee
yard is a way to replace winter losses. You take a few
frames of bees and brood and put them in an empty
brood box and walk away. You come back a month
later to see how successful you and the bees were at
producing a nuc with a new queen.
Spring Management ‐ A must for new beekeepers
and a good refresher for more experienced bee‐
keepers. Judy will talk about hive management
from late winter to mid April. This will include what
the bees are doing and what the beekeeper is do‐
ing. Also, informa on on feeding and prepara on
for swarming will be shared.

Join Zoom Mee ng by clicking on link below:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/88988136286?
pwd=SytZQWhudGwwZkpESklOVWhwOE03dz09
Mee ng ID: 889 8813 6286
Passcode: 392695
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,88988136286#,,,,*392695# US (Tacoma)
Dial by your loca on
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Mee ng ID: 889 8813 6286
Find your local number:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbwoILfg6E
Download the ZOOM program at h ps://zoom.us/.
Click “Sign up it’s Free”.
If you have any ques ons contact Nancy at:
nancy.ograin@gmail.com or 541‐935‐7065.

February Honey Drawing
Thanks to everyone who donated honey last year! Pro‐
ceeds were donated to the OSU Bee Lab for research.
We will have a drawing at our February mee ng for a
Down to Earth gi cer ﬁcate for those who donated more
than one quart.
If you would like to donate honey this year please contact
Katharine Hunt at 541‐607‐0106 or keehhunt@gmail.com.

3

Beekeeping 101 Classes
Are you thinking about becoming a beekeeper
or are you new to beekeeping?
Lane County Beekeepers is oﬀering a basic beekeep‐
ing class via Zoom in February and March. This three
hour class is for new beekeepers or those who are
thinking of becoming beekeepers. This class covers
the basics and is an overview of the things you need
to know. The class will cover the ﬁrst year of bee‐
keeping using Langstroth equipment. Top Bar, Warre’
and treatment free beekeeping will not be covered.
See our ﬂyer below. Contact Pam at if interested.
pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Two Bees in a Podcast
Two Bees in a Podcast is hosted by
members of University of Florida's
Honey Bee Research and Extension
Laboratory.
Learn about honey bees, beekeep‐
ers, researchers, and specialists from around the
world in educa onal, fun, yet prac cal episodes!
Hosted by: Dr. Jamie Ellis, Professor of Entomology,
Department of Entomology & Nematology, Univer‐
sity of Florida

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Podcast ‐ Honey Bee Research and Extension Lab ‐
University of Florida, Ins tute of Food and Agricul‐
tural Sciences ‐ UF/IFAS (uﬂ.edu)

Welcome New Members
It’s Membership Renewal Time
Now is the me to renew your membership
for 2022. Please support our club again this
year by renewing your 2022 dues.
Pay online at:
h p://www.lcbaor.org/membership.htm
Or send in a check with renewal form. See form
on page 13.

Pamela Arion

Corbe

Charlo e Fentress
David Ferris
Megan Mize
Wendy Howell
Julie Panter
Rachel Smythe
Lawrence Treinen
Patricia Webb

Walterville
Eugene
Lorane
Cheshire
Eugene
Eugene
Eugene
Walterville
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Why Did My Bees Die? The main reasons bees die:
 Varroa mites
 Moisture/condensa on
 Too weak going into winter

 Starva on
 Blocked entrance
 Yellow jackets

 Absconding due to irritants
 Pes cides, herbicides & other toxins
 Other diseases – Nosema, AFB, Chalkbrood

The ﬁrst thing to do is to examine your hive from the bo om to the top. If there are very few dead bees in your
hive, it may mean the colony worked hard at removing them un l the last minute. Try to ﬁnd some dead ones on the
bo om board, landing board, or even on the ground nearby. Si through them and look for bees with deformed
wings. The presence of deformed wings is a good indicator of varroa.
If you have a bo om board or a mite board in place, look for mites. If the colony died from mites, you will ﬁnd mites
in the debris.
Look for frames of honey. A hive with plenty of honey and no bees can be a sign of varroa. A hive with no bees and
honeycombs with jagged edges indicates a weak or dead hive that was invaded by robbers, which can also be a sign
of varroa.
Examine the brood frames. Adult bees that died while they were emerging, or just before, may have been weakened
by varroa. These bees will have their heads facing up. (Bees that starved while searching for food in the cells will
have their tail ends up.)
Hold up the empty brood frames with the sun at your back so you can see inside the cells. If you ﬁnd bright white
deposits adhering to the inside of brood cells, you can be sure of a varroa infesta on. These white spots are patches
of mite excrement that contain about 95% pure guanine, an amino acid.
There are some preventa ve measures you can take.
Mites: You need to know your mite levels going into fall, especially in July, August, September and October. If levels
are too high, treat with appropriate treatment. Know the temperature treatment range; use the most eﬀec ve
treatment for me of year.
Moisture: Tilt hive forward 1”. Add moisture box; use screened bo om board.
Small Cluster Going into Winter: Combine weak hives in fall with stronger, healthy hives; know your mite count even
on weak hives; feed pollen pa es in the fall to make “Fat Bees”.
Entrance Blocked by Dead Bees: Preven on. Periodically clean hive entrance with a s ck or hive tool.
Starva on: He hive from the back. If light feed bees 2:1 sugar water if day me temperature is 50 degrees or above.
If below 50 degrees, feed dry sugar, fondant or candy canes.
Yellow Jacket Invasion: Bait traps near hive, reduce entrance as much as possible, use a robbing screen.
Absconding: There are very few reasons bees would leave a perfectly good home in the fall for the unknown. Some
may be ﬂeeing from irritants inside or outside the Hive, mite treatment overpowering, pesky creatures may force
ﬂeeing (skunks, raccoons and bears).
What to do with your equipment a er the bees have died? Remove the dead bees and uncapped nectar. Freeze
frames for a minimum of 48 hours. Scrape out the propolis from brood box. Clean oﬀ burr comb from inside the
hive and inner cover or top. Cull out old broken frames and replace brood frames/founda on every 5 years.
Great Video to Watch: Why did my bees die video ‐ Michigan Pollinator Ini a ve (msu.edu)
More info: h ps://beeinformed.org/2016/03/08/why‐did‐my‐honey‐bees‐die/
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New Beekeepers ‐ Now is the Time to Order Your Bees!
Nucs or Packages? There are good arguments for either op on. It can depend on the availability, type of bee‐
keeping equipment you have, and me of year. For brand new beekeepers LCBA recommends you start oﬀ with
a package as you get to watch a colony start from scratch. Watching the progression is a rich learning experi‐
ence.
What is a Package of Bees?
Package bees can be purchased in a wooden shipping box that includes a can of feed and a newly‐mated queen.
These boxes are usually sold by weight and come with 2, 3 or 4 lbs. (3 lbs is recommended). A newly‐mated
queen in a shipping cage is added to the package along with a can of syrup.
Some of the bees in a package may be related to each other, but most probably are not. Certainly the queen is
not related, which is why the beekeeper must introduce the queen slowly to the newly installed package.
What is a Nuc?
A nucleus colony, referred to as a nuc, is the central core, or heart, of a larger colony. In essence, a nuc is a small
colony living on four to ﬁve frames. It has all the components of a fully‐grown colony, including brood in all stag‐
es of development, workers in all stages of development, most likely some drones, and a laying queen. In addi‐
on, it usually has some stored honey and pollen.
Because there are no standards, nucs vary tremendously between sellers. Some sellers specify exactly how
many frames of brood are guaranteed. Some say how many frames of adult bees to expect. Some oﬀer a frame
of honey and pollen. Some only specify the number of frames in the box, such as 4‐frame nucs or 5‐frame nucs.
Also, some may be on deep frames and some may be on medium frames. Because of all the diﬀerences and
pricing, it is up to the buyer to ask ques ons and learn what he is buying.
Another major diﬀerence between nucs is their age. In my opinion, the very best are over‐wintered nucs. In oth‐
er words, the small colony is a cohesive unit that spent the winter together with their queen. Healthy overwin‐
tered nucs are likely to explode in the spring, giving you a vibrant, populous colony in no me.
Other nucs are made up immediately before the sale. The colonies may have been in pollina on service, for ex‐
ample. A er pollina on, the colonies are divided, given queens, and sold as nucs. Some mes this type of nuc
may not do as well as they are not yet a cohesive whole. Most nucs do just ﬁne. The buyer should ask whether
the nuc was overwintered or newly estab‐
lished.
*Excerpt from HoneyBee Suite
See complete ar cle:
Nuc or package: how to buy honey bees ‐ Honey
Bee Suite

WWW.WILDEVERLASTING.COM/
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Upcoming Tenta ve Mee ng Topics

LCBA Swarm List
LCBA will be upda ng the swarm list. This list is intended for members who will collect swarms. It is not for
those wan ng swarms. If you were on the list last year
please let us know if you want to con nue to be on the
list this year. Check to make sure your informa on is
correct by clicking on the link:
h p://www.lcbaor.org/SwarmList.
Membership dues must be current.
If you are a new member and would like to be listed, I
will need your name, phone numbers, email, and the city
or ci es that you will respond to. You must have experience in removing swarms to be on the list.
Tall trees and building removals are listed separately on
the swarm list. If you have the tools and ability to do
these removals make note of this in your response.
Contact Nancy or Judy:
Nancy nancy.ograin@gmail.com 541-935-7065
Judy judyscher@gmail.com
541-344-2114.

General Mee ng

Early Educa onal Mee ng

Mar Installing Package
Bees/Nucs

Yellow Jackets

Apr Swarms & Hive
Management

Reading S cky Boards

May Understanding the
Brood Nest
Jun

Diseases

Honey Extrac ng

July

Fall & Winter
Management

Oxalic Acid Demo

Aug

Evalua ng Your Queens

Future Topics: Members - What would you like to see in
the way of presenta ons or classes?
If you have any requests or ideas please contact Fonta at
www.wildeverlas ng.com.
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“Newbees”
Things to do to start preparing for your bees:
1. Order your bees.
2. Get your apiary site ready.
3. Assemble your boxes and other equipment.
4. Tools ‐ gather all your tools and have them in a container. A ﬁve gallon bucket works really well.
5. Prac ce ligh ng your smoker. Even experienced beekeepers can ﬁnd it diﬃcult some mes.
Helpful video for installing Package Bees & Nucs: Installing Packages and Nucs (lcbaor.org)
Honey Bee Suite A good website for all kinds of informa on. Want to know how to do something or what something
means visit their website. My advice for new beekeepers ‐ Honey Bee Suite
Find other useful informa on: Kamon Reynolds from Tennessee. He has a prac cal, down to earth style, and in

addi on to having a ton of good info, he speaks regularly at state beekeeping conferences
h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkoAuqRakc1TtvXxL4Kr76Q

Educa onal Videos for New Beekeepers
OSU Honey Bee Lab Videos
Ligh ng a Smoker
Early Spring Inspec on
American Foulbrood
Swarms
Sugar Candy

Finding the Queen
How to Mark a Queen
Chalkbrood
Package Installa on
Oxalic Acid Vaporizer

In the Bees with the OSU Honey Bee Lab

Beginning Beekeeping Videos
Shonnard's Nursery in Corvallis has a series of
beginning beekeeper videos available on
YouTube.
h ps://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC9qbDVPNB12i2yzh7L5h9ng/videos

Wooden Ware Assembly
How to Install a Wax Founda on
How to Assemble a Frame
Assembling a Standard Bee Box

Other Useful Videos
Life Cyce of the Honeybee
First 21 Days of a Bee’s Life
How Varroa Destructor Devastates Honey Bee Colonies
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highlights con nued

carrot seed producers. The farmers are willing to help the bees, but they don’t want it to be a
distrac on from their crop. Having enough water is also a problem. One thing that helped was telling the farmers that
the bees need forage for pollen and if they don’t get it, then the hive will not sustain itself and their crop pollina on
will be aﬀected.

Pollen study ‐ The bee lab received a grant last year to develop a pollen nutri onal composi on data base. The hope is
someday when you go to the USDA lis ng of backyard plants it will tell you the pollen nutri onal composi on. Bees
can’t tell what plants have the best pollen, they seek out the plants with the most nectar, which may not be the best
source for pollen. Dr. Sagili wants to add a column to the plant list that tells you the protein content, sterols present,
amino acids present and the phytochemicals present in the plants. You can then decide what you want to plant that
will help your bees.
If you would like to help out with collec ng pollen for the study, contact Dr. Ramesh Sagili at:
Ramesh.Sagili@oregonstate.edu.
To view the presenta on on YouTube contact Nancy Ograin for the link ‐ nancy.ograin@gmail.com.
*Note: You can collect your own pollen and mix it with your protein supplement. Without pollen, just straight protein
pa es, may be a problem. Make sure your hives have pollen.
For ps on how to collect pollen click on link: Collec on and Iden ﬁca on of Pollen from Honey Bee Colonies

February Beekeeping Tips by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member
1. Spring for beekeepers means checking for brood and queen, checking for foulbrood, and doing mite
checks if you use a screen bo om board. You must make a decision whether to medicate for mites and then
decide what medica on to use. Also, it is me to check on the hive’s honey stores to avoid late winter and early
spring starva on. Medica ons should be placed in the hives some me in February or the ﬁrst week in March. In or‐
der to do all this, begin by picking a warm a ernoon when the temperature exceeds 55 degrees F and there is no
wind or rain.
2. A en on to varroa mite popula on is absolutely essen al for the survival of your hive. There are a number of
medica ons that may be used if you decide that your mite fall requires medica on. There are too many medica ons
to list the proper dosage and use in this column, but three recommenda ons may be made. First, always follow the
direc ons for use carefully par cularly in regard to safe handling and disposal. Second, talk to other beekeepers who
have used the mite control measures you plan to use. Finally, you may want to alternate mite medica ons from one
year to the next, or even from spring to fall, in order to avoid mite resistance to the measures you have decided to
use. You should be aware whether mites will develop resistance to the par cular measure you have adopted.
3. All beekeepers must be able to recognize American or European Foulbrood and look for this disease in their ﬁrst,
and subsequent, spring hive inspec ons. Every hive inspec on should include an inspec on for foulbrood.
4. Check hives in February or early March for honey stores. Hives that are strong can be lost in March due to dwin‐
dling honey stores and the increased need for honey due to increased brood rearing. Li the hive gently from the
back in order to es mate how heavy the hive is. As an alterna ve open the hive on a warm spring day and check for
adequate honey stores. The hive should have no less than 15 lbs. of honey (about 3‐4deep frames of honey or about
5 western frames) as a minimum. More honey is much safer. If the hive is light, feeding is essen al for survival. A
good early spring feed for bees is fondant. Some people also use sugar cakes or candy canes instead of fondant. Do
not feed sugar syrup un l the day me temperatures are at least 50 degrees on a consistent basis.
5. When checking for stores, or on any warm spring day when the temperature is over 55 degrees F and it is not
windy or raining, check your hives for queens. At this me the queen should be laying eggs in large numbers in order
to build up the popula on. Check the brood nest carefully for the presence of these eggs. Do not expose the frames
of brood too long to the sun or cool air. If the queen has a good pa ern and the hive is building up, go home and
have a small glass of mead and celebrate the successful wintering of your hive. If there are no eggs, the hive is weak,
or is not building up well, or you see disease…. Skip the mead, medicate, and think about re‐queening or combining
weak hives.

8

January Mee ng Highlights, by Paula Sablosky, LCBA Secretary
OSU Research Updates and Honey Bee Nutri on, Dr. Ramesh Sagili, Associate Professor
Dr. Sagili started his presenta on with several ques ons.
Have you used oxalic acid vaporiza on method to control varroa mites? Seventy‐ﬁce percent of the a ending mem‐
bers responded that they have used vaporiza on. The 2021 Oxalic Vapor Study done at the research lab involved
three diﬀerent amounts of oxalic acid (1gm, 2gm, 4gm per brood chamber) done in three treatments one week
apart. The parameters measured were amounts of mite infesta on (using the alcohol wash and s cky boards) and
colony strength evalua ons. Worker bees were sampled to evaluate oxida ve stress, damage to appendages and
ﬁnally, the health of the queens are being evaluated.
When doing a vaporiza on, be aware that the wand gets HOT and there should a two inch spacer or slats dividing
the wand from the bo om of your brood frames. The study has shown the vaporiza on produces a decent mite
drop for two days. Take home message ‐ oxalic acid vaporiza on appears to be rela vely safe to bees and brood if
used at the recommended dose, but the 1 gm dosage appears to be inadequate for the control of varroa. There s ll
are so many unknowns, but could be a promising tool in varroa management).
His next topic was the Inves ga on into the “Eﬀects of Fire and Smoke on Honey Bees Exposed to Wildﬁres”. Do
bees abscond during wildﬁres? Fi y‐seven percent said yes. The answer is no. Bees cannot ﬂy during intense smoke
as there is no polarized light bands for them to navigate by. Past research has shown that honey bees do gorge
themselves on honey in response to smoke/ﬁre in prepara on to absconding. However, queens cannot ﬂy with
absconding swarms as they are too heavy (have to lose weight to ﬂy). Swarm coordina on will be diﬃcult in a
smoky environment. Engorging is a survival response. The bees are ea ng honey to get the colony through the next
seven to ten days before the next forage bloom happens. In summary, absconding is not an op on for the colony
during a wild ﬁre.
The damage of wildﬁre smoke on bees impacts their respiratory system (smoke blocks their spiracles/trachea).
There is also an impact on their olfac on as well as oxida ve stress. Their orienta on and/or naviga on is also
aﬀected. By next year, there will be answers about what diﬀerences there are between the various queens, nurse
bees and forager bees have that have been taken from hives that have had two diﬀerent air quality indexes. They
sampled the bees during a period of smoke in September and the air quality index was 275 and then sampled a er
the wildﬁres in October and the index was 35.
At this me in their research, they did not ﬁnd any diﬀerences in the queens in the ﬁre path compared to those that
were not. They did not see any diﬀerence in sperm quality. This tells us that the queens were well protected in the
hive. More to come in next year’s update about the eﬀect on the workers.
Nutri on ‐ you are what you eat. Nutri on is the ﬁrst line of defense. Op mal nutri on provides boosts for immune
system and detoxifying enzymes. Bee nutri on is much more challenging than for other insects like grasshoppers.
Bees are a super organism so everything is related. There are three levels of nutri on needs in the hive: larval, adult
and colony.
Micronutrients are the last big mystery to solve. Nutri onal challenges facing honey bee colonies are the lack of pol‐
len abundance (quan ty), lack of pollen diversity, lack of pollen quality (hybrid crops do not have much pollen). The
best pollen is natural pollen.
The research that is being done now is on sterols. A major sterol source is 24 methylene cholesterol which is ob‐
tained only from pollen. Sterols are important because of the mol ng hormones. This means if you don’t have
mol ng hormones the larva will not molt and will die. Your hives will not grow. All insects including honeybees get
their sterols from diet.
Habitat improvement for bees ‐ In 2014 there was a presiden al memorandum to improve habitat for bees. Since
then, many groups are trying to accomplish this. The lab last year’s experiments in Central Oregon were with the
Con nued on page 9

10

Bees and Bears ‐ Saving Paddington Bear
by Dr. Dewey M. Caron
The South American Andean or spectacled bear (Tremarctos ornatus,) popula on is
considered vulnerable, due mainly to habitat loss. Named for its spectacle facial
colora on pa ern, it was the inspira on for Paddington Bear, featured in over 20 Children's books
by Bri sh author Michael Bond and several TV shows and ﬁlms. A dedicated group of conserva‐
onists in Bolivia is having some success with a diﬀerent approach to save the bear and its habitat
‐ they are seeking to change ca le farmers into beekeepers.
The speckled bear habitat is the inter‐Andean Mountain dry mountainous cloud forests of Bolivia and Peru north to
Venezuela. Only an es mated 10,000 individual bears remain, 3,000 of which live in Bolivia. The main threats are
habitat loss, climate change and human‐bear conﬂict. One es mate is that only 6% of their original habitat remains
intact.
The Andean bear is a mid and elusive animal and is considered both a keystone and an umbrella species. The un‐
derstanding of a keystone species means that if they disappear, so too may the en re ecosystem. As an umbrella
species their con nua on will serve to protect at least 31 other mammal species; about 50 species of birds and 20
species of amphibians, much like an umbrella keeps individuals protected beneath it.
Due to severe drought in this region in Bolivia, which has led to water shortages, local farmers have replaced agricul‐
tural produc on a er burning the vegeta on to ca le ranching. Ninety‐ﬁve percent of the bears diet are plants that
are hard to open or digest, such as shoots, fruit, bromeliads and cactus. However, in their struggle to ﬁnd food in
their shrinking habitat, they will a ack and feed on livestock. This has resulted in farmers killing bears in retalia on,
but ca le ranching is not well suited to the bear’s habitat. It produces small returns at signiﬁcant environmental
cost, requiring 20 mes more land, water and resources than it does in the lowlands.
So where do the bees come in? A conserva on program funded by Chester Zoo (England) and Oxford University's
Wildlife Conserva on Research Unit (WildCRU), has trained local people as beekeepers. The premise is that by gen‐
era ng income from honey, beekeeping can be a viable economic alterna ve to ca le ranching. Since the beekeep‐
ing project began in 2018, the bees have produced 2,750 kilograms of honey genera ng almost $20,000. The honey,
novelty branded "Valle de Osos," meaning "Valley of the Bears," is a way for others to help protect the bear popula‐
on.
Protec ng the bears, who move up to ﬁve miles a day dispersing seeds within the area as they defecate, leads to
new growth and habitat biodiversity which helps to restore forests and in turn helps to secure water supplies.
"People need to see the beneﬁt of protec ng the bears," says project director, Ximena Velez‐Liendo. Through bee‐
keeping, "we show them that by protec ng the bear, they are protec ng the forest, and by protec ng the forest,
they are protec ng the bees." This project has been widely recognized as crucial in preserving the bears, won the
2017 Whitley Award for grassroots wildlife conserva onists. They are con nuing to fund the project.

Above Honey from Valle de Osos and the speck‐
led bear of the eastern Andes, South America.
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Natural Products May Be Buzzworthy
Solu ons for Honey Bees' Health
November 29, 2021
The buzz about natural products is not just for humans.
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Research Service (ARS) researchers from the Bee Re‐
search Laboratory in Beltsville, MD, and collaborators found some natural products' medicinal proper es reduced
virus levels and improved gut health in honey bees.
Among the study's results, which were recently published in Applied Sciences, researchers found a signiﬁcant re‐
duc on in virus levels in bees fed raw cacao and hesperidin, a plant chemical commonly found in citrus fruits and
other fruits and vegetables.
There were also lower levels of viruses in bees fed chrysin, curcumin and vanillin. Chrysin is a chemical found in
honey and various plants such as passionﬂower and silver linden. Curcumin is a bright yellow chemical produced by
plants and is known for giving turmeric its dis nc ve color. Vanillin is a chemical compound of the extract of a va‐
nilla bean and major ﬂavor component of vanilla.
The results also showed that some natural products had posi ve impacts on bees' gut health and immune re‐
sponse. For example, bees fed Vitamin E had signiﬁcantly decreased levels of Gilliamella, a gut bacterium. In addi‐
on, there were also lower levels of Gilliamella in bees fed curcumin, vanillin and hesperidin.
While Gilliamella can be beneﬁcial for honey bees, too much of the gut bacterium can nega vely impact their
health.
Scien sts at the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) Bee Research Laboratory in Belts‐
ville, MD, use the handfeeding technique to deliver pathogens and medicines to bees.
(Photo by Steve Ausmus).
"Gilliamella is a common bacterium in honey bees―even healthy ones," said Jay Ev‐
ans, research entomologist for the Bee Research Laboratory.
A gut bacterial imbalance could be bad for bees. If Gilliamella levels are high, then
Gilliamella could take the place of other core bacteria. If bee diets or treatments help maintain a good mix of 'good'
bacteria in bees' guts, then this seems to help strengthen their immune responses, according to the study's results.
The 20 natural products used in the study included na ve extracts and individual compounds known to support
immunity, have an viral or an microbial proper es, and/or control parasites and pests.
Scien sts researched these natural products as possible safer, cost‐eﬀec ve alterna ves to an bio cs and syn‐
the c chemicals. Understanding these natural products' eﬀects can also help scien sts determine be er crops and
ﬂowers for bees' diets.
"Many of the natural products tested are recognized as safe components of the food supply and are poten ally less
expensive to produce," said Evans. "These results could also inform us on possible, healthier crops and ﬂowers for
bees. Bees foraging on crops or non‐crop plan ngs of ﬂowers that provide these beneﬁts could naturally have
be er health."
The Agricultural Research Service is the U.S. Department of Agriculture's chief scien ﬁc in‐house research agency.
Daily, ARS focuses on solu ons to agricultural problems aﬀec ng America. Each dollar invested in agricultural re‐
search results in $17 of economic impact.
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Classiﬁed Ads

Bee‐related classiﬁed ads cost $5.00/month for non‐members and are free to members. Classiﬁed ads
run for three issues and may be renewed by contac ng the editor. Bee‐related business ads start at
$35. To place an ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541‐935‐7065 or via e‐mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com.

FOR SALE ‐ Wax Founda on &
Pollen Traps

FOR SALE
Bee Packages, Nucs, Vaporizer
Locally Raised Queens
3lb. packages with 2022 queen*

$160

4lb. Packages with 2022 queen*

$200

Bees Wax Founda on:
4‐3/4” shallow size
5‐5/8" western size
6‐5/8" semi‐deep size

Nucs (Deeps) ‐ 3 frames of brood &
2 frames pollen and honey
with 2022 queen*

$175

Pro vap 110 oxalic acid vaporizer

$400

Available in a 12‐1/2 lb box for $50.
Smaller amounts at $5.00/lb
These prices are about 50% of new catalog prices.
Also for Sale: Bo om‐Style Pollen Traps Collec‐
on drawer slides out at
front of hive. Used, in excellent condi on $25
each

*Queens are Carniolan/hybrid mix
Contact: Brian (541)520‐6566

FOR SALE ‐ Mason Bee Cocoons for 2022
50 cocoon packages, mixture of males and females for $30.
Purchasers will need a PVC hatching tube. We also have excess male
cocoons free to anyone who wants to provide homes.
You will need to have on hand:
*A container to keep them in un l weather is appropriate to put them
out ‐ *A pvc hatching tube ‐ *A house to put your tube in *Straws to
ﬁll your house ‐ *cardboard tubes ‐*paper liner inserts (can be pur‐
chased on line at Knox Cellars). Could use at least 50 for this number
of cocoons.
It’s a good idea to slit the straws with a razor blade le er opener be‐
fore pu ng them into the cardboard tubes ‐ makes it easier to re‐
move the cocoons in October.

Many of the expensive or hard to ﬁnd parts need‐
ed to construct a beehive
loader, $400
Please call for details.
Kenny Williams, 541‐ 456‐2631 in Blodge , OR.

For discounts on American Bee Journal
subscrip ons contact Nancy Ograin for
discount form.

Contact to order: Polly or Doug Habliston
polly@uoregon.edu 541‐461‐0339
See Polly’s ar cle on Mason Bees in LCBA March 2021 Newsle er.

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION
2022 LCBA New/Renewal Memberships
$25 per year per calendar year (Jan‐Dec 2022)
per household or family.
Please remit payment to:
LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR 97404
polly@uoregon.edu
Membership forms for new members and re‐
newals are available on the LCBA website.
Click here to access.

The LCBA newsle er is published eleven mes a year by the Lane
County Beekeepers Associa on, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR
97404. Sample copies may be requested from the editor. Copy‐
right resides with individual contributors. If you would like to re‐
print anything you see here, please contact the editor. Permission
is normally granted freely for non‐proﬁt use. For adver sements,
please contact the editor or the associa on treasurer by the ﬁrst of
the month.
Editor: Nancy Ograin
541‐935‐7065 nancy.ograin@gmail.com
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To pay by check
complete form and
mail to
LCBA Treasurer,
Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Drive,
Eugene, OR 97404
Checks are payable
to LCBA
To pay online visit our
website at
www.lcbaor.org

2022 Oﬃcers and Directors
President:

Brian McGinley

541‐521‐7523

56magoo@gmail.com

Vice‐President: Nancy Ograin

541‐935‐7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Treasurer: Polly Habliston

541‐461‐0339

polly@uoregon.edu

Secretary: Paula Sablosky

541‐206‐7173

mygarden122@gmail.com

Ma Stouder

541‐688‐1925

stouderma @gmail.com

Fonta Molyneaux

541‐592‐9332

wildeverlas ngfarm@gmail.com

Pam Leavi

541‐344‐4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Lynn Hellwege

541‐513‐2074

lwege4@comcast.net

Brian Jackson

541‐513‐3716

brian.honeypaddle@gmail.com

Past‐President: Mike France
Commi ees:
Library ‐ Anita & Arthur Jones

541‐232‐1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541‐937‐2244

beesherenow@gmail.com

Bee School ‐ Pam Leavi

541‐344‐4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Website / Swarm List ‐ Judy Scher

541‐344‐2114

judyscher@gmail.com

Newsle er Editor ‐ Nancy Ograin

541‐935‐7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Facili es Coordinator ‐ Jim Rundall

541‐688‐1925

rundall@comcast.net

LCBA Scholarships ‐ Katharine Hunt

541‐607‐0106

keehhunt@gmail.com

Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator ‐ Rita Ostrofsky

541‐685‐2875

ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

OMB Regional Representa ve ‐ Rick Olson

541‐997‐3792

rolson2@a global.net

Best Prac ces Liaisons for Lane County ‐ Mike France &
Becky Lemler

541‐232‐1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541‐935‐9527

beesnjrts@outlook.com

Directors:
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Links

http://www.lcbaor.org/
https://orsba.org/

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb
Friday in the Apiary
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
mb/friday‐apiary

Bee Informed
Partnership
https://beeinformed.org/

Honey Bee Lab
Pollinator Health
Tools for Varroa Management
& Supporting Videos
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/resources/
varroa-management/

Oregon Bee Project
PolliNation Podcast
Bee Diagnostics

Best Management Practices for Bee Health
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
programs/hive-management/
Honey Bee Health
Coalition

Varroa Management Decision Tool
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://www.honey.com/

Beltsville Bee Lab
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis
The go to for American foulbrood.

Honey Bee Health
Resources, Research and Beekeeping
videos
https://bee-health.extension.org/

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance
Free Beekeeping in Oregon
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186

