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February 2021 NEWSLETTER
President’s Message
Brian McGinley, LCBA President
We are one month into the new bee year and despite some warm sucker
days in mid January, old man winter has not given up his ﬁrm grasp in the
Willame e Valley. Thankfully, experience shows we will eventually win
that tug of war and soon will be joyfully "gooﬁng with the bees", as Rock
man Jim (The Point,1971) once said. The ﬂowering hazelnut trees, daﬀodil
shoots and swelling camelia ﬂowers don't lie, be er days are ahead.
An cipa on and prepara on remain the key words for this me in the
bee year. Last month we talked about prepping equipment and placing
orders for bees to get ready March and April. And during January's
monthly Zoom mee ng, Ramesh Sagili from OSU's bee lab reminded us to
an cipate the impacts of varroa mites on bee colonies, and to be prepared to treat hives as colonies begin expanding this spring. Regardless of
how many mes I have heard Dr. Sagili and others discuss varroa mite
treatments, I always manage to learn some useful detail about the how
and when of mite treatment. My take-home from his recent talk was
placing a spacer between the bo om board and the lower brood box,
when vaporizing oxalic acid for mites. Doing so reduces the risks of burning bees or even hive parts.
Speaking of the OSU bee lab, many of you are aware that our club annually provides ﬁscal support to Dr. Sagili and the OSU bee lab. Our club generates much of its support for the lab through honey sales. Despite COVID
-19 constraints on our typical outreach ac vi es, sales of club honey have
been good enough to liquidate our inventory. Fortunately, club members
responded to our plea for any surplus honey to reﬁll our inventory
shelves. A special thanks to all club members making honey dona ons
and to the volunteer sales force turning liquid gold into research gold.
Finally, I would like to put in a plug for our new beekeepers. Over the next
month and a half, there surely will be short spells of nice weather (greater
than 55 degrees) and opportuni es to peak inside and check on the bees.
If you do, I encourage you to do so brieﬂy and with li le disturbance to
the bee cluster. I also encourage you to reach out to experienced beekeepers in the club to ask for guidance. You may see something that looks
unfamiliar or odd. You may want to try something, but are unsure about
the risks and beneﬁts. Reach out and pick the brain of another beekeeper.
Seeking counsel is one of the beau es of a local bee club like ours.

GENERAL MEETING
Via ZOOM
February 16, 2021
Early Educa onal Class
Topic: Walk Away Splits Steps You Can Take for
Stress-Free Queen Rearing
Speaker: Morris Ostrofsky
Check-in on line at 6:45pm
For Early Q&A Session
Program begins at 6:15pm

General Mee ng
Topic: Spring Management
Speaker: Judy Sher
Announcements and program
begin at 7:15pm
See page 2 for mee ng details.
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Upcoming Events & Announcements
Feb 16th - Queen Raising in the Sustainable Apiary
Zoom Facebook Online Event with Michael Palmer, Vermont Beekeeper
Time: 4:00 pm PST
Free to the public on or oﬀ Facebook
h ps:// .me/e/1X1ObNcjh
Mar 6th - 7th Annual BEEvent Pollinator Conference
Presented live online by Linn County Master Gardener
Associa on Time: 9:00am-4:00pm Cost: $20
h ps://linnmastergardeners.com/BEEvent
See ﬂyer on page 11 for more informa on on speakers.

February Virtual Mee ng
February mee ng will feature an early presenta on on
“Walk Away Splits” and then we’ll have our general
mee ng on “Spring Management”. Login for both presenta ons using the same link. You may a end one or both.
Just stay logged in a er early class for next presenta on.
Date: Tuesday, February 16, 2021
Early Class: Log in 5:45pm for Q&A session
Class starts promptly at 6:15pm.
General Mee ng: Log in at 7:00pm
Announcements & Presenta on begins at 7:15pm
Join Zoom Mee ng by clicking on link below:

Mar 13th - LCBA Beekeeping 101 Class
Time: 10:00 - 1:00pm Cost: $35

h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/83749044964?
pwd=bjNHNW1NSFkweWFiZUxrL2xDVVpUUT09

Aug 7th - Oregon Coast Honey Lovers Fes val (Tenta ve)
Loca on: Yachats, OR
LCBA will have a booth if it’s a go.

Mee ng ID: 837 4904 4964
Passcode: 506672

Aug 23th - 27th - 2021 Bee School - Beginners
Na ve Bee Survey and Iden ﬁca on Course
Oregon Bee Atlas is oﬀering beginning and advanced classes to train people in basic bee taxonomy.
2021 Bee School - Beginners | OSU Extension Service

Last Beekeeping 101 Class
LCBA’s last beekeeping class is March 13th. We are oﬀering a basic beekeeping class via Zoom. This three hour
class is for new beekeepers and is an overview to help you
get started into keeping bees. The class will cover the ﬁrst
year of beekeeping using Langstroth equipment. Top Bar,
Warre’ and treatment free beekeeping will not be
covered.
Class Date: Saturday, Mar 13, 2021 10:00am - 1:00pm
Registra on Fee: $35
Includes a 65-page LCBA Beekeeping Guide and Presentaon Outline in PDF format.
Pre-Registra on is Required.
Class Size is Limited.

To register on-line visit the LCBA website www.lcbaor.org
and click on “Beekeeping 101” on the “Home” page.
For more informa on contact Pam at:
pamseaver2000@gmail.com

Please help ge ng the word out about our bee class.
If you know of anyone thinking of star ng up beekeeping or a new beekeeper this class will give them a
sense of what they need to learn and do. We also have
ﬂyers you can post. Thank You!

One tap mobile
+16699009128,,89075107933#,,,,*065666# US (San Jose)
+12532158782,,89075107933#,,,,*065666# US (Tacoma)
Dial by your loca on
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Mee ng ID: 837 4904 4964 Passcode: 506672
Find your local number: h ps://us02web.zoom.us/u/
kd08pAkYbm
Download the ZOOM program at h ps://zoom.us/.
Click “Sign up it’s Free”.
If you have any ques ons contact Nancy at:
nancy.ograin@gmail.com or 541-935-7065.

It’s Renewal Time
PayPal, Credit Card or Check
Now is the me to renew your membership for 2021.
Please support our club again this year by renewing your
2021 dues. Dues are $25 per household per calendar year
(Jan-Dec 2021). Even if you have completed a membership
form in the past, please do so again so we have the most
current contact informa on for you.
Pay by check, PayPal or credit card. Mail checks to Polly
Habliston, LCBA Treasurer, 1258 Dalton Drive, Eugene, OR
97404. Click on link below for membership form and to
pay online.
h p://www.lcbaor.org/membership.htm
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Info on February’s Presenta ons
Star ng this month we will be
having two presenta ons at our
monthly mee ng. We want to
have something for everyone,
new beekeepers and more experience beekeepers. Below is informa on on our upcoming February mee ng.

Walk Away Splits - Steps you can take for Stress-Free
Queen Rearing, presented by Morris Ostrofsky
With the basic walk away split, you take a few frames of
bees and brood and put them in an empty brood box and
walk away. You come back a month later to see how successful you and the bees were producing a nuc with a new
queen. Morris is going to point out enhancements he has
made to this technique. He calls this the “Walk Away Split
Plus”. These enhancements will help you produce be er
results. He will also show how a simple modiﬁca on can
yield mul ple queens.
Spring Management by Judy Scher
Good informa on for all beekeepers, especially newer ones.
Judy will talk about hive management from late winter to
mid April. This will include what the bees are doing and
what the beekeeper is doing. Also, informa on on feeding
and prepara on for swarming will be shared.

It is me to update the LCBA
swarm list that is published on our
website. This list is intended for
members only that will collect swarms. If you were on the
list last year and are current with your dues we will con nue to list you. Check to make sure your informa on is correct by clicking on the link: h p://www.lcbaor.org/
SwarmList. Note: This informa on is from the end of the
2020 season.

LCBA Swarm List

If the informa on is correct and your dues are current you
need to do nothing, we will con nue to list your informa on. If you are a new member and would like to be
listed, I will need your name, phone numbers, email, and
the city or ci es that you will respond to. You must have
experience in removing swarms to be on the list.
Tall trees and building removals are listed separately on
the swarm list. If you have the tools and ability to do these
removals make note of this in your response.
To ensure the informa on gets added correctly please
contact Judy Scher: judyscher@gmail.com

Want to Learn More
About Queen Rearing?
For those or you who have a
few years of beekeeping experience and are looking for a
new challenge, Morris suggests
raising your own queens. Morris has wri en a paper on
“Gra Free Queen Rearing”.
The purpose of the paper is to oﬀer four simple methods
of raising queens that do not require gra ing or special
equipment. His paper is posted on our website. Click
below to access in pdf format.
h p://lcbaor.org/Suppor iles/LCBA_talks/
Morris_Gra _Free_Queen_Rearing.pdf
Also, check out the zoom presenta on on “Raising
Queens” on February 16, 2021. See upcoming events on
page 2 for informa on.

Submit Ideas for Future Mee ng Topics
Fonta Molyneaux has volunteered to organize our educaonal resources and she is pu ng together a directory
of presenta ons and teachers.
Members - What would you like to see in the way of
presenta ons or classes? If you have any requests or
ideas please contact Fonta at www.wildeverlas ng.com.
Our March mee ng topics will be “Installing Packages”
and “Free Bees! The Art and Magic of Swarm Catching &
Bait Hives.”

Honey Dona on Drawing
Thanks to everyone who donated honey last year!! Some
of our members were extremely generous and we were
able to sell all the honey donated and raise $1,700 for
the Oregon State University Bee Lab!
As a small token of our apprecia on we will have a drawing for those who donated a quart or more in 2020. One
cket for each quart donated goes into a drawing for a
$25 gi cer ﬁcate to Down to Earth in Eugene.
Every li le bit helps and we are happy to accept any
amount of honey! We have started oﬀ the year with
two of our members dona ng honey already. If you
have some to spare and would like to contribute contact
Katharine Hunt, 541-607- 0106 or keehhunt@gmail.com.
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Just Si n’ and Thinkin’ About Bees
By Pam Leavi
As I sit in my warm house, limi ng my me out in public, I
am beginning to think about what is going on inside a honeybee hive. It is much too cold to open up and take a look.
However, this is what I do know:
It is near the end of January when I write this. The queen has
begun to repopulate the colony by laying worker bee eggs.
She is placing them in the empty cells, where the summer
honey was stored. That honey provided the nutri on for the
winter bees. It also provided them with energy to enable
them to ﬂex their wing muscles to generate heat to keep the
cluster warm.
Now that there is brood in the colony, they will be genera ng a bit more heat to protect those future worker bees.
This will require even more consump on of honey stores as
well as having enough to feed the growing brood. The queen
is laying more eggs each day. The beekeeper needs to be
aware that this increase in popula on will further decrease
the stored honey in the hive and increase the threat of losing a colony to starva on.
Hopefully, last fall, the hive box was gently he ed from the
rear to get a general feel for the amount of honey stores
inside, and now more than ever, it is important to con nue
to monitor this weight. As it becomes lighter, it will help the
beekeeper determine the need to add supplemental resources, in the form of sugar cakes or fondant.
Judy Scher, one of our Master Beekeepers, has given talks
every year on Spring Management, and will again this
month, and she stresses that allowing a colony to starve is
absolutely preventable. For Judy’s tried and true recipes for
sugar cakes or fondant, log onto the LCBA home page,
lcbaor.org, ﬁnd the Recipe tab on the le side of the screen
and her two recipes are listed.

DO NOT LET YOUR BEES DIE FROM STARVATION!

Welcome New Members
Jordan Bair
David Bong
Joyce Canizares
Jay Gould
Kathy Heater
Sarah Hikes
Rachel Klinnert
Ma Lincoln
Dougley McCallister &
Chris ne Miles
Daniel O’Reilly
Rick Smith
Seth Vaughn
Rochelle & Tom Woods

Eugene
Eugene
Eugene
Springﬁeld
Creswell
Blue River
Eugene
Lebanon

Eugene
Eugene
Eugene
Eugene
Creswell

“Newbees”
Things to do to start preparing for your bees:
1. Order your bees.
2. Get your apiary site ready.
3. Assemble your boxes and other equipment.
4. Tools - gather all your tools and have them in a
container. A ﬁve gallon bucket works really
well.
5. Prac ce ligh ng your smoker. Even experienced beekeepers can ﬁnd it diﬃcult somemes.
Some helpful videos:
How to Install Wired Wax Founda on
h ps://youtu.be/dSVp0KHygLw
nstalling Packages and Nucs, LCBA website
Honey Bee Suite a a good website for all kinds of
informa on. Want to know how to do something
or what something means visit their website.
My advice for new beekeepers - Honey Bee Suite

Sugar Cakes
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January Mee ng Highlights

Announcements: Brian McGinley, LCBA president, welcomed
our members and guests to our ﬁrst mee ng of 2021 and introduced our new oﬃcers and board members. He thanked Mike
France for all his hard work serving as our president for the past two years.

by Paula Sablosky, LCBA Secretary

Presenta on: Varroa Management and Biology by Ramesh Sagili, OSU Honey Research Lab
January’s mee ng presenta on was given to us by a favorite returning speaker, Dr. Ramesh Sagili. Varroa mites are a
devasta ng parasite that can destroy your hive if le unchecked. Dr Sagili started the presenta on with screenshots of
the nutri onal research papers that the OSU honey research lab has done in the past year. These papers focused on micronutrients and sterols.*
Varroa mites live on honeybees (phore c phase) and within the hive cells (reproduc ve phase). So, the basic life cycle of
the varroa mite begins with the female mite entering an uncapped cell with larva about 12 hours prior to cell capping and
hides beneath the larval food. The female mite lays the ﬁrst egg two and a half to three days a er cell capping and subsequently one egg every 30 hours. The newly hatched mites (male and ﬁrst female) are ready to mate a week from hatching. Mites will lay in both types of hive cells. The drone cell is larger so the mite oﬀspring may number two extra than
those laid in a worker cell. Mites live for 40 days during the warmer months. The mites can live for a longer period during
the winter.
In 2018, an experiment was done on a remote site where six beehives were located. In the spring, all the hives were treated with Apivar on Feb.11 and March 22 and then, they were le untreated un l September 14 th. Adult bees from the six
colonies were removed, killed in alcohol and the brood frames were collected and stored in freezer for mite popula on
analysis. The ensuing research showed that the mites were 44% phore c and 56 % were adult females found in brood.
The take home message is more than 50% mites are in the capped brood cells during brood rearing season. A thought to
remember-about two thousand bees are emerging every day during brood rearing season. Twenty to thirty percent of
those bees will have mites. Treatments will kill a certain number of mites within a small window of me, but more mites
are emerging every day. A one-shot treatment will not protect your hive thru the brood rearing season.
Methods of mite sampling include alcohol wash, sugar shake, s cky boards and carbon dioxide. Alcohol wash is the most
precise. Informa on and videos for understanding these methods and varroa mite treatments are available on the Honey
Bee Health Coali on Tools for Varroa Management website and our LCBA website lcbaor.org.

Current varroa treatment op ons include Apivar (Amitraz), MAQS and Formic Acid, Apiguard (Thymol), Hop guard and
Oxalic Acid. Use of formic acid causes 20-30% loss of brood. Use formic acid at the right me-in the fall, there will loss of
winter brood. However, formic acid is a bit toxic to brood, but can kill mites in the cell-especially male mites. Hop guard is
less toxic but OSU researchers have found that it needs to be used twice in one month period.
Oxalic acid can be done with dribble or vaporiza on. Oxalic acid can be used when honey supers are not present. The
mode of ac on (of killing mites) by oxalic acid is not known. Two experiments were done for the purpose of evalua ng
brood mortality egg and larvae using oxalic acid vaporiza on method. When vaporizing, be sure that there is a spacer
above your bo om board so that you are not burning your frames or dripping wax onto your vaporiza on tool. The take
home message of the ﬁrst experiment is oxalic acid vaporiza on at recommended dose appears to be safe to the brood
(eggs, and young larvae).
The second experiment was seeking to answer what amounts of oxalic acid is too much. The current recommended dosage for oxalic vaporiza on is two grams. Twenty-four hives were used to test oxalic acid and formic acid treatments
against a control group of hives. The control group saw mite counts go from 3% to 11%. Formic acid showed good results
in mite control, but some hives had brood loss. Formic acid treatment has nega ve impact on brood, but is highly eﬀecve in varroa control. Oxalic acid had similar results as Formic acid, but produced no brood loss
Apivar (Amitraz) Resistance was next discussed. Commercial beekeepers use “oﬀ label” use of Amitraz. There are diﬀerent dosages, frequency and formula ons. It dosages, frequency and formula ons. It appears that so far, we have been
lucky that amitraz is s ll working. Few studies have alluded to, but not conclusively documented amitraz resistance. A
study done with A Canadian researcher and 360 hives in Madras, Oregon showed that Amitraz s ll works well.
con nued on page 6
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The ﬁnal take home message is con nuously monitor mites’ levels, especially star ng with
April. Monitor mite levels before and a er treatment. Even a two-week delay in applying
mite treatments can cause signiﬁcant damage. Treat all colonies in an apiary (dri ing really does happen). Amitraz appears to be more eﬀec ve during spring. Colonies may look robust in Fall even with high mite popula ons, but that is misleading (transmission of viruses from the mites) have already caused the damage.

mee ng highlights con nued

LCBA thanks Ramesh Sagail for taking me to speak to our club and keeping us up to date on the OSU Bee Lab research.
*Scien ﬁc published papers on nutri on Ramesh talked about in his presenta on can be found on the OSU Bee Lab website, click on "Research, or use search to find publication. Some are also located on Ramesh’s bio page.

February Beekeeping Tips
by Chuck Hunt, LCBA Member

4. Check hives in February or early March for honey stores.
Hives that are strong can be lost in March due to dwindling honey stores and the increased need for honey
due to increased brood rearing. Li the hive gently
from the back in order to es mate how heavy the hive
is. If the hive is light, feeding is essen al for survival. A
good early spring feed for bees is fondant or sugar
cakes. Do not feed sugar syrup un l we have the dayme temperatures are at least 50 degrees on a consistent basis. Some people also use candy canes instead
of fondant.

1. Spring for beekeepers means checking for brood and
queen, checking for foulbrood, and doing mite checks if
you use a screen bo om board. You must make a decision whether to medicate for mites and then decide
what medica on to use. Also, it is me to check on the
hive’s honey stores to avoid late winter and early spring
starva on. Medica ons should be placed in the hives
some me in February or the ﬁrst week in March. In
5. When checking for stores, or on any warm spring day
order to do all this begin by picking a warm a ernoon
when the temperature is over 55 degrees F and it is not
when the temperature exceeds 55 degrees F and there
windy or raining, check your hives for queens. At this
is no wind or rain.
me the queen should be laying eggs in large numbers
2. A en on to varroa mite popula on is absolutely essenin order to build up the popula on. Check the brood
al for the survival of your hive. There are a number of
nest carefully for the presence of these eggs. Do not
medica ons that may be used if you decide that your
expose the frames of brood too long to the sun or cool
mite fall requires medica on. There are too many medair. If the queen has a good pa ern and the hive is
ica ons to list the proper dosage and use in this column
building up, go home and have a small glass of mead
but three recommenda ons may be made. First, always
and celebrate the successful wintering of your hive. If
follow the direc ons for use carefully par cularly in rethere are no eggs, the hive is weak, or is not building up
gard to safe handling and disposal. Second, talk to other
well, or you see disease…. Skip the mead, medicate, and
beekeepers who have used the mite control measures
think about re-queening or combining weak hives.
you plan to use. Finally, you may want to alternate mite
medica ons from one year to the next, or even from
spring to fall, in order to avoid mite resistance to the
measures you have decided to use. You should be
aware whether mites will develop resistance to the parcular measure you have adopted.
3. All beekeepers must be able to recognize American or
European foulbrood and look for this disease in their
ﬁrst, and subsequent, spring hive inspec ons. Every
hive inspec on should include an inspec on for
foulbrood.

Bee in Filbert tree catkins
collec ng pollen in Elmira this week.
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Welcome to
Friday in the Apiary 2021
It’s 2021 and it’s me to revive Friday in the Apiary! Pre-Covid, Friday in the Apiary
(FITA) was a monthly gathering of beekeepers. The format was relaxed, educa onal,
fun, and completely informal. We would discuss colony management topics, go
through colonies, puzzle over issues. We also had some fun events like candle making demos, fondant cook-oﬀs, and of course, Bee Beard Day. While it will take some
me to return to this format, we welcome you! To our FITA regulars, we miss you.
We have learned a lot about bees together through FITA, but most importantly, together we have built a beau ful, welcoming community. Sign up to get no ces at: h ps://extension.oregonstate.edu/mb/friday-apiary

This year, we will start out online. Once the stars align and we can ﬁnally gather again, our gatherings will be much
smaller, but we will con nue to crea vely explore ways to ensure everyone can par cipate. For now, we will likely do
some Zoom Q&As, some “Fireside Science” talks with researchers, and videos from the apiary (maybe live!)
Follow us on Instagram (@osuhoneybeelab) where we post videos (some mes live!), educa onal photos, and some
goofy posts. I will be in touch soon about our next Friday in the Apiary.
Below are some vidoes of the past Zoom events on the FITA video channel. Click on link to view. “In the Bees with the
OSU Honey Bee Lab”. These are short videos, 2 to 12 minutes long.
Ligh ng a Smoker
American Foulbrood

Finding the Queen
Chalkbrood

Early Spring Inspec on
Swarms

How to Mark a Queen
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Necropsy of a Dead Hive
by Dr. Dewey M. Caron

Bee colonies die for a variety of reasons over the winter season. A “Best
Management Prac ce” is to do a hive necropsy – examine the dead colony to determine a probable cause for colony demise. This knowledge can
help shape future management.

Most colony losses today can be a ributed directly or indirectly to varroa mites. Losses, once termed spring dwindling,
autumn collapse, disappearing disease, etc. More recently syndromes of Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) and bee Parasi c
Mite Syndrome (PMS) have been implicated in heavy losses, but exact factor(s) responsible for the loss not determined.
Level of colony losses vary every year but have been elevated since Varroa destructor introduc on. Current loss magnitude (30% to as much as 50% in some seasons) may not be unprecedented. The Reverend L.L. Langstroth, developer of
the modern movable frame hive, wrote in early edi ons of The Hive and the Honey Bee that losses of 45% overwinter
might be expected in some seasons. He recommended beekeepers take losses in the fall by combining and uni ng to insure only strong, well provisioned colonies are overwintered.
Dead bee hive necropsy is an imprecise science; determina on of the reason or reasons for colony failure may not always
be possible. The most likely reasons for overwinter loss are starva on or too small an early spring colony popula on
(which likely has mites as a root causes). Loss of colonies in the fall almost always is due to varroa mites. Seasonal losses
are o en related to unsuccessful queen replacement. Disease/pes cides/pests/environment can be contribu ng factors
or primary loss reason any me. Management, or lack of, can be an important loss contributor.
Diagnosis of a spring loss should start outside immediately in front of the dead colony. Look to determine if dead bee
numbers are normal or excessive. Heavy amounts of bees/debris within the hive or on the bo om board should be examined. Some mes weather data should be consulted since removal of dead bees is reduced during the winter.
In most instances, examina on of boxes and frames will be needed. Look for disease symptoms; neglect of brood, brood
pa ern, dead brood remains, extent or evidence of mites, presence of honey and bee bread stores, fecal remains
(including poop of varroa mites). Also presence/absence of scavengers (wax moth/small hive beetles/maggots), evidence
of previous queen rearing and other unordinary features. See Caron 2018 Dead colony forensics. Bee Culture June 2018.
The longer the delay in looking at a dead colony, the greater the possibility that mold, robbing of stores, scavenger ac vity, etc. may complicate a cause determina on. In a diagnosis, ini ally consider the odds and consider the most likely reason for loss rela ve to the season. If loss occurs during the fall (before bees hunker down into their cluster) seek to determine if loss might be due to something diﬀerent than varroa mite (and their transmission of viruses). In spring colony
death, seek to determine if loss could be other than too small a popula on or starva on (bees ran out of food stores).

A colony judged too small in the spring might in fact have a reduced popula on because of mites. Likewise, a spring starva on might ul mately have been due to heavy mite numbers during the fall when the colony raised too few of the fat
body heavy diu nus bees or did not have adequate numbers of adult ﬁeld bees to store adequate stores. Proper, mely
mite control can help avoid weaker colonies so when doing a necropsy on what appears to have been a weak colony, determine what /when mite controls were performed. Let’s hope our spring loss numbers are reduced.

If a dead colony has what appears to be too small a cluster,
but s ll has honey stores consider
mites as reason colony was too
weak to survive winter.
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The Great Oregon Squash Bee Hunt!
University of Oregon Extension Service
NEWS FLASH: Squash bees are gradually moving through Oregon. We need a passionate
team of community scien sts to help follow them. People like you! Char ng the movement
of these bees through the state is both fun and easy. To par cipate: (1) grow some squash
or zucchini in 2021 and (2) ﬁll out the following interest form. We will contact you with instruc ons and more interes ng facts about this bee early in 2021.
Fill out the interest form

The Bee That Loves Squash: As pollinators go, squash bees are less well known than our friends, the honey bees. However, they are beau ful, useful, and have a rich natural history with the North American con nent and its inhabitants.
Unlike honey bees, squash bees hone in on one type of plant. Maybe you guessed it? Squash plants! In fact, it’s rela vely
unusual for a bee (and we have around 630 species in Oregon) to be so speciﬁcally connected to such a narrow group of
plants. Squash bees will only visit plants in the genus Cucurbita, which includes not only winter squash, but zucchini and
gourds.
IF you wake up early enough in the morning, you’ll no ce squash ﬂowers start to open. Even before there is enough light
to see them, these bees start dar ng from ﬂower to ﬂower; the females gathering pollen and the males in hot pursuit of
mates (Hurd et al. 1971). The ﬂowers don’t last long and they rapidly wither and close as soon as the sun gets hot
(typically by mid-morning). Squash bees have adapted to this early morning ﬂowering pa ern. Although many bees visit
squash and gourds to sip from the abundant pools of sweet nectar at the base of each ﬂower, none show up as early as
squash bees. Not only that, but squash bees appear to be one of the few bees that are able to digest squash pollen
(Brochu et al. 2020), and the females load up on this pollen and bring it back to their underground nests.
Bees have to move pollen among diﬀerent squash plants in order to get lots of well-shaped squash. That’s because squash
plants only produce ﬂowers with one of the two reproduc ve parts (male or female). Since squash pollen is heavy and
s cky, it can’t move to another plant without a bee moving it. While many other species of bees shu le pollen between
squash plants (Tepedino 1981), squash bees make it their top priority. So thank a bee the next me you carve a pumpkin
and know, over the coming years, Oregon pumpkins are going to be increasingly pollinated by squash bees.
Got squash, will travel: Before squash was domes cated (over 10,000 years ago in south-central Mexico) squash bees
were evolving alongside wild Cucurbita. Yes, squash was domes cated from wild na ve plants that can s ll be found
growing throughout the US and Mexico. The range of these wild plants included the central US, the southwest and Florida,
but, importantly, it did not extend into the Paciﬁc Northwest (Khoury et al. 2020). About 5,000 years ago na ve Americans
began cul va ng squash in the Eastern US and Midwest, farther north than the original na ve plants. And squash bees
followed right alongside (López-Uribe et al., 2016). But again, Oregon and the other Paciﬁc Northwestern states lay outside the range of cul va on. In fact, un l 2016, no one had ever seen these bees in the state. But then the ﬁrst known
squash bee specimen was spo ed by a par cipant in youth Bee Biology Camp in Ashland (Best et al 2019). The bees had
ﬁnally arrived in Oregon!
The great Oregon squash bee hunt: Our new resident squash bee is Peponapis pruinosa, one of a dozen species of squash
bees na ve to the US (all of which belong either to the genus Peponapis or Xenoglossa). Since the discovery of squash
bees in 2016 we haven’t been tracking P. pruinosa’s spread through Oregon, although there have been a number of specimens collected and documented by members of the Oregon Bee Atlas. The recent arrival of this bee provides an unprecedented opportunity to learn how a na ve bee expands its range over me; very few studies have ever done this. With
your help, it can become the jumping oﬀ point for research to understand basic ques ons about how bees disperse in
landscapes and how we might expect bees to expand their ranges in response to factors such as climate change.
Squash bees are fascina ng to watch and one of many na ve bees that visit your garden. Help us track this bee’s movement through the state and learn more about its fascina ng natural history. Make sure to ﬁll out the survey and join us
(and P. pruinosa) on this voyage of discovery (you will also get mely updates about how to to encourage other na ve
bees to your garden or small farm)!
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Classiﬁed Ads

Bee-related classiﬁed ads cost $5.00/month for non-members and are free to members. Classiﬁed ads run fo
three issues and may be renewed by contac ng the editor. Bee-related business ads start at $35. To place a
ad, contact Nancy Ograin by the 1st of the month. 541-935-7065 or via e-mail nancy.ograin@gmail.com.

Morris Ostrofsky has
Nucs, Hives and Queens for Pre-order

2019 Sun Queen School of Apiary
2021 Beekeeping Mentorship

Nucs in corrugated box: $160.00
5 frame nuc in a corrugated box; Western
frames; 2021 locally raised queen
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)

Full spectrum classes oﬀered live through
zoom 1st Saturday of the month March August.

Nucs in wood nuc box: $200.00
5 frame nuc in a wood nuc box; Western
frames; 2021 locally, raised queen
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)

For more info and list of oﬀerings:
Contact: Fonta
www.wildeverlas ng.com
541-592-9332
www. .me/sunqueenschool

Complete one story 10 frame hive:
$240.00
2021 locally raised queen; 9/10 Western
frames with bees; new equipment (hive
body,
screened bo om board, cover)
Available for pick up June 15th (may vary
depending on weather)
Marked Queens: $40.00
2021 locally raised marked queens; available end of June to allow me to evaluate
her performance
and increase acceptance.

”Free Assistance for New
Beekeepers”
If you need help or advice in the construc on of your wooden ware, LCBA
member Lee Yamada is oﬀering his
woodworking knowledge free of
charge.

2021 LCBA New/Renewal Memberships
$25 per year per calendar year (Jan-Dec 2021)
per household or family.
Please remit payment to:

Membership forms for new members and renewals are available on the LCBA website.
Click here to access.

SS 4 frame tangen al
Extractor $300 OBO
Uncapping tank $300 OBO

Other: Hot knife, smoker, misc
woodenware*, hive tools, bee
brush, other various tools, bee suit
& pollinator jacket size XL, gloves
and more.
Total for all: $100
Contact Pat Saxton:
Home 541-935-2008
Cell: 541-521-8573
*Note: Woodenware has been in
storage. As a precau on freeze or
use paramoth to prevent wax

Contact Info:
LEE YAMADA
lkyboletes@gmail.com
541-844-1206

Contact Morris at
ostrofsky@pacinfo.com
541-685-2875

LCBA Treasurer, Polly Habliston
1258 Dalton Dr., Eugene, OR 97404
polly@uoregon.edu

For Sale Misc
Beekeeping Equipment

For discounts on American
Bee Journal subscrip ons
contact Nancy Ograin for
discount form.

NEWSLETTER CONTACT INFORMATION
The LCBA newsle er is published eleven mes a year by the Lane
County Beekeepers Associa on, 130 Hansen Lane, Eugene, OR
97404. Sample copies may be requested from the editor. Copyright resides with individual contributors. If you would like to reprint anything you see here, please contact the editor. Permission
is normally granted freely for non-proﬁt use. For adver sements,
please contact the editor or the associa on treasurer by the ﬁrst of
the month.
Editor: Nancy Ograin
541-935-7065 nancy.ograin@gmail.com
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2021 Oﬃcers and Directors
President:

Brian McGinley

541-521-7523

56magoo@gmail.com

Vice-President: Nancy Ograin

541-935-7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Treasurer: Polly Habliston

541-461-0339

polly@uoregon.edu

Secretary: Paula Sablosky

541-206-7173

mygarden122@gmail.com

Directors:
Jim Rundall

541-688-1925

rundall@comcast.net

Fonta Molyneaux

541-592-9332

wildeverlas ngfarm@gmail.com

Pam Leavi

541-344-4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Lynn Hellwege

541-513-2074

lwege4@comcast.net

Brian Jackson

541-513-3716

Brian@Honeypaddle.com

Past-President: Mike France
Commi ees:
Library - Anita & Arthur Jones

541-232-1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541-937-2244

beesherenow@gmail.com

Bee School - Pam Leavi

541-344-4228

pamseaver2000@yahoo.com

Website / Swarm List - Judy Scher

541-344-2114

judyscher@gmail.com

Newsle er Editor - Nancy Ograin

541-935-7065

nancy.ograin@gmail.com

Facili es Coordinator - Jim Rundall

541-688-1925

rundall@comcast.net

LCBA Scholarships - Katharine Hunt

541-607-0106

keehhunt@gmail.com

Oregon Master Beekeeper Coordinator - Rita Ostrofsky

541-685-2875

ostrofsky@pacinfo.com

OMB Regional Representa ve - Rick Olson

541-997-3792

rolson2@a global.net

Best Prac ces Liaisons for Lane County - Mike France &
Becky Lemler

541-232-1610

michaelj62@gmail.com

541-935-9527

becky@beckylemler.com

For gardeners, small farmers, community
scientists & pollinator enthusiasts.
Jim Cane - Is your yard helping or harming bees?
Kathryn LeCroy - Community scientist’ research of native bees declines.
August Jackson - Bees of the Willamette
Valley
Mini Sessions
* Update on the Oregon Bee Project
* Mason bee best practices
Saturday, March 6, 2021 9:00am - 4:00pm
Cost: $20
Learn more & sign up:
linnmastergardeners.com
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Links

http://www.lcbaor.org/
https://orsba.org/

https://
extension.oregonstate.edu/mb
Friday in the Apiary
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/
mb/friday‐apiary

Bee Informed
Partnership
https://beeinformed.org/

Honey Bee Lab
Pollinator Health

Honey Bee Health
Coalition

Tools for Varroa Management
& Supporting Videos
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/

Oregon Bee Project

Best Management Practices for Bee Health
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/
hivehealthbmps

Bee Diagnostics

PolliNation Podcast

Varroa Management Decision Tool
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroatool/

https://www.honey.com/

Beltsville Bee Lab
How To Send A Sample To Beltsville, MD for Diagnosis
The go to for American foulbrood.

Honey Bee Health
Resources, Research and Beekeeping
videos
https://bee-health.extension.org/

Residential Beekeeping: Best Practices for Nuisance
Free Beekeeping in Oregon
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9186

